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Rabbani campaigns against mercenaries 

KABUL (AP) President Burfaanuri riip Rabbaoi Tuesday urged Muslim 
oountries to stop foreign mercenaries from coming to Afghanistan and 
turning his country into a battleground for an Islamic nroxv war. Mr. 


rhral rebel lea d er. Prime Minister-designate GuJbuddin Helcmatyar, to 
stop allowing foreign rebels to fight die Islamic go ve r n ment still struggling 
to take root after nearly a year in power. “There ate a number of Arabs 
fighting against the Islamic government. This wifi only bring more sorrow 
f or us a na for the nation," Mr. Rabbani said in an interview following 
prayers for ‘Eid A1 Fitr. “I'm asking countries not to allow these terrorist 
groups to come to Afg h a n ist a n, and I am asking Helcmatyar now not to 
allow them to fight," Tie said. 


Rabbani said to qw«i* page 2 
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Settler kills Palestinian 
icaptive in cold blood 

Rabin wants Israelis to ‘defend’ themselves 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Jewish settler shot to 
death a Palestinian who was 
bound hand and foot after a 
stabbing Tuesday, and another 
Palestinian succumbed to injuries 
sustained in Israeli gunfire. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
urged Israelis to defend them- 
selves instead of griping about 
Palestinian attacks. 


The settler who opened fire 
believed the man had a grenade. 
Israel Radio said. But another 
settler said the grenade had been 
faken before the 21 -year-old 
Palestinian was killed. Radio re- 
ports said he was shot eight or 
nine times in the back at close 
range. 

The killing came amid an 
escalation in Arab-Israeli vio- 


lence and renewed an angry de- 
bate over Palestinian attacks and 
what Israelis can do to “defend" 
themselves. 

Eight Israelis and 12 Palesti- 
nians have been killed this 
month. Also Tuesday, two 
Israelis were shot and lightly 
wounded, and a Palestinian died 
after bong hit a day earlier by 
army gunfire. The army also ack- 
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Israelis bolding a sit-in in Jerusalem demanding 
t flmghgr measures against Palestinians are sprayed 


with water by poHce in an attempt to disperse 
them (AFP photo) 


Court rejects Yeltsin rule; 
speaker calls for impeachment 

Kozyrev in U.S., says crisis under control 
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? MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 

: sia's constitutional court ruled 

Tuesday that President Eton's 
Yeltsin violated the constitution 
when he declared emergency 
rule, and the speaker of congress 
said there were grounds to re- 
move him from office. 

Russia’s 247 member standing 
legislature, the Supreme Soviet, 
met in atmosphere of confusion 
and glee and called a meeting for 
Wednesday at which it may start 
t- impeachment proceedings. Some 
legislators shouted for Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s impeachment in the brief 
meeting. 

' In Washington, Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
warned against overdramatising 
Russia's political crisis and 
assured that “everything is under 
control." 

“Everything is all right, don’t 
qverdramatise the dramatic situa- 
tion," Mr. Kozyrev told reporters 
as he arrived at the U-S. State 
Department for talks with Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher. 

“Everything is Okay, under 
control ... be alert but don’t 
worry," added Mr. Kozyrev, who 
was due to meet President Bill 
Clinton at the White House 
- Wednesday. 

• !- Mr. Kozyrev said that during 
his two-day visit to Washington 


he would discuss with U.S. offi- 
cials “how you translate political 
solidarity between democrats on 
both sides — small and capital *D’ 
— into a practical programme of 
cooperation in order to promote 
reform in Russia and also cooper- 
ate with the United States with 
respect to its own domestic agen- 
da.’ 

At that point he swept into the 
State Department with his en- 
tourage turning aside questions 
about whether Russia would for- 
mally ask to move a planned 
April 3-4 summit between Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Clinton from 
Vancouver, Canada, to Moscow. 

In Moscow Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Boris Fyodorov 
said earlier that Russia would like 
to move the summit from Van- 
couver to Moscow. 

The White House said Tuesday 
it had yet to receive an official 
request from Mr. Yeltsin to 
change the summit site. On Mon- 
day administration officials said 
they would consider moving the 
summit if Mr. Yeltsin deemed it 
necessary. 

Moving the summit to Moscow 
would allow Mr. Yeltsin to stay in 
Russia instead of leaving the 
country at a time when he is in a 
power struggle with the congress. 

The constitutional courts deci- 


sion, a non-binding conclusion 
that did not mention impeach- 
ment, was likely to be disputed by 
the president’s legal advisers. 
Kremlin spokesmen declined im- 
mediate comment on the decision 
but said Mr. Yeltsin would gp 
ahead with plans for a referen- 
dum on his rule. 

Court attorneys and Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s critics in the congress dearly 
viewed the ruling as a green light 
to remove the 62-year-old presi- 
dent from office. 

“It is absolutely dear that there 
are grounds for initiating the im- 
peachment process. That’s with- 
out question," said Congress 
Speaker Ruslan Khasbulatov, 
Mr. Yeltsin's main rival. 

Under Russian law, a conclu- 
sion by the court that Mr. Yeltsin 
violated the constitution gives the 
Supreme Soviet grounds to con- 
vene the 1,033-member Congress 
of People's Deputies, which can 
impeach him on a two thirds vote. 
An impeachment vote would de- 
dare his powers void immediately 
and permanently. 

The president’s aides have said 
he would ignore impeachment by 
the Soviet era congress, more ham 

(Continued on page 5) 

G-7 should help Russia or shut 
up, page 4 


nowledged improper action Mon- 
day when troops killed 11 -year- 
old retarded boy carrying a toy 
gun. 

Tuesday's killing came after 
two settlers seized Musa Abu 
Sabha near the Snssiya settlement 
in the occupied West Bank, sus- 
pecting he intended to attack a 
nearby school, the army said. 

The settlers put Abu Sabha in a 
jeep, but he then pulled a knife 
and stabbed one in the shoulder, 
the army said. “They both 
jumped on him, tied his bands 
and feet and took him off the 
vehicle," it added. 

While the injured settler, 
Moshe Deutsch, who being tre- 
at e d , another settler 
“approached the Arab and shot 
him from dose range and killed 
him,” the army said. 

Police detained die settler, 
identified by the radio as Yoram 
Skolnick from the nearby Maale 
Hever settlement. 

The radio said Skolnick rushed 
to the scene after hearing a report 
of a grenade carrying Arab. But 
Yair Har Sinai, another settler, 
told the radio the grenade was 
taken away before Skolnick fired.- 

Ron Schechner, a settlement 
leader, said on the radio that he 
did not know if the Palestinian 
threatened anyone’s life. 

The army said Abo Sabha was 
on its list of wanted men, but only 

(Continued 'on page 5). 

Arafat urges escalation of in- 
tifada; Uprising brings daily 
humiliation and pain, page 2 

Expellees 
mend fences 

MART AL ZOHOlJR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — The nearly 400 
Palestinians expelled by Israel 
celebrated the ’Eid A1 Fitr feast, 
which ended the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, by burying their first 
open rift Tuesday. 

Fadl Shruro, top assistant of 
Ahmad Jibril, leader of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, 
was at the expellees’ makeshift 
tent-camp to oversee the recon- 
ciliation. 

“I am proud that the split 
between Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad is over. The grudge is 
buried,” Mr. Shururo, who man- 
aged to reach the camp through a 
mountain trail overnight, told re- 
porters. 

The two fundamentalist move- 
ments present in foe camp split 
last week over the way to mark 
the Iranian sponsored Jerusalem 
Day of solidarity with the Palesti- 
nians in foe Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Some 30 followers of Islamic 
Jihad, which is openly dependent 
on Iran for aid, staged a protest 
demonstration during which 
Israeli and American flags were 
burned. 

The rest of foe exiles, who 
belong to Hamas and who make 
up the overwhelming majority of 
the exiles, boycotted the protest, 
claiming the agitation aid not 
serve their cause. 

It. was the first public rift 

(Continued on page 3) 



A - 



i knife His Majesty king Hussein Tuesday meets with Russian Foreign Ministry official Boris Posnvalyuk 
Milder. (Petra photo) 

i§ King meets Posuvalyuk, urges active 
role of co-sponsors in peace process 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday called on the 
United States and Russia to 
assume to a more active role in 
tiie Middle East pecce process. 

The King, in a meeting with 
Boris Posuvalyuk, director of the 
Africa and Middle East Depart- 
ment of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, said foe root causes for 
instability in the Middle East 
were the unresolved Palestinian 
problem and the failure of the 
international community to res- 
tore foe national rights of the 
Palestinian people, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The Kong also underlined Jor- 
dan’s keen interest in developing 
relations with Russia based on 
frankness and mutual confidence, 
“particularly at this critical junc- 
ture in world affairs," foe news 
agency said. 

The King “emphasised the 
need for intervention by the two 
sponsors of foe peace process 
(foe U.S. and Russia) to over- 
come the obstacles placed by 


Israel in foe path of a political 
solution to the Arab-Israeti con- 
flict,” it said. 

The King affirmed “the need 
for resuming the peace talks soon 
to seize the current exceptional 
opportunity to resolve the 
Palestinian problem." 

The King and the Russian offi- 
cial stressed the need for the 
resumption of the peace talks to 
resolve foe conflict “in a manner 
that would be just, comprehen- 
sive and acceptable to future gen- 
erations,” Petra said. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Posuvalyuk, who arrived from 
Damascus Monday, is trying to 
explore how Moscow could help 
advance efforts to resolve foe 
crisis sparked by Israel’s Dec. 17 
expulsion of more than 400 
Palestinians. 

The expulsion has blocked the 
resumption of foe Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. Washington and 
Moscow have issued invitations 
to all parties — Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, the Palestinians and 
Israel — to resume foe talks in 
tile U.S. capita] on April 20, but" 
the Palestinians are refusing to 


Happy *Eid AI Fitr 


THE JORDAN TIMES will not be published on Thursday/ 
Friday, March 25/26, on account of the ‘Eid AI Fitr holidays. 
The next issue of the newspaper will appear on Saturday, 
March 27. The Jordan Times, wishes its readers and 
advertisers a very happy ’EicTAJ Fitr. 

King receives greetings; Good ‘Eid weather predicted, page 3 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saadi Arabia 130 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Gulf 

leaders 

denounce 

extremism 

RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia called for modera- 
tion in the Islamic World in a 
message Tuesday marking the 
’Eid AI Fitr feast as his crown 
prince and other Gulf leaders 
warned of the dangers of uncon- 
trolled Muslim extremism. 

“Let all our matters be dealt 
with moderation, for God has 
made of us a balanced nation... in 
which there is neither indecisive- 
ness nor extremism,” the king 
said in the recorded address, 
broadcast by Riyadh radio and 
television. 

King Fahd prayed for peace for 
the Palestinians, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Afghanistan and 
Somalia. 

‘Eid AI Fitr celebrations 
started in Saudi Arabia and 
neighbouring countries as well as 
several other Muslim states Tues- 
day with sighting Monday of the 
crescent moon, marking foe new 
lunar month. 

Some Muslim countries such as 
Jordan, Egypt, Oman and Ye- 
men start their feast a day later. 

During the feast, life comes to 
a standstill as families celebrate 
with outings and plush meals. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
also warned against extremism. 

“There is nothing more 
dangerous for the Arab and Isla- 
mic world nowadays than a stupid 
outlook that is ignorant of the 
fact that the world of today lives 
an area of internationalised 
thought and interests,” he said. 

In neighbouring Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A! 
Nahayan came out strongest 
against fundamentalism. Speak- 
ing to Muslim theologians. 
Sheikh Zayed underscored foe 
responsibility of men of religion 
in educating youth on the princi- 
ples of Islam. 

“Islam is a religion of right, of 
(Continued on page 3) 


Palestinian-Christopher 
meeting set for Friday 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians will 
meet U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher in Washing- 
ton Friday to discuss resuming 
stalled Middle East peace talks, 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
said Tuesday. 

“We have had an invitation to 
go to Washington for some 
time... we are going to meet Mr. 
Christopher next Friday,” she 
told Reuters. 

She said peace negotiators 
would meet him before a meeting 
in Damascus Sunday of foreign 
ministers from Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan, partners in the talks, 
and the Palestine Liberation 


obstructing the peace process, 
including foe problem of foe de- 
portees and human rights in the 
occupied territories," Dr. Ashra- 
wi said of foe meeting with Mr. 
Christopher. 

On Monday Mr. Christopher 
warned Arabs and Israelis that 
the Middle East could plunge into 
war again if the two sides missed 
the opportunity to negotiate 
peace. 

“It is imperative that all rides 
act to seize this opportunity and 
return to the negotiating tables m 
Washington on April 20, as we 
have invited them to.” 

“If they do not, if they allow 
this unique chance to slip away. 


Organisation (PLO). That meet- - another generation in the Middle 


ing is to discuss whether to attend 
the peace talks. 

The talks have been suspended 
since Israel expelled 415 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon in December. 

Palestinians refused to accept 
an invitation to attend the ninth 
round of Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions in Washington on April 20, 
raying Israel must first commit 
itself not to carry out further 
expulsions. 

“Foremost we want a compre- 
hensive discussion of the issues 


East could be lost to an endless 
cycle of confrontation and, even- 
tually, war." 

The decision for the Washing- 
ton meeting with Mr. Christopher 
followed an exchange of mes- 
sages between Palestinians and 
foe State Department. 

, Saeb Ere k at, vice-chairman of 
die delegation, told foe Associ- 
ated Press that the first meeting 
would be Friday. 

(Continued on page S) 


New gas find boosts prospects for foreign role in exploration in Jordan 
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By P.V.. Vivekanand 

Jordan 7imes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prospects for 
foreign interest in exploring for 
oil and gas have improved sig- 
nificantly with the discovery of 
-a new gas field with 
Zcommerdal-level reserves in 
Ifoe AI Risheh region. Minister 
^of Energy and Mineral Re- 
- sources Ali Abul Ragheb said 
Tuesday. 

■* “Jordan’s hand is streng- 
thened with the new discov- 
ery." the minister said. *‘W C 
are now intensifying our drive 
to attract foreign finns to 
launch exploration work in 
Jordan,” he said. 

Definite figures on gas de- 
posits at the new find, 50 
kilometres south of fields 


already under production near 
the border with Iraq, will be 
available only after closer stu- 
dies and assessment, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said. But the expected 
output will be definitely more 
than the present combined 
production of 22 million cubic 
feet from two wells, the minis- 
ter said. 

The new field lies outside 
the area of concession given to 
South Korea's Hanbo com- 
pany, which has already dug 
two exploratory wells under an 
exploration and production- 
sharing agreement its signed 
with the government last year. 

Having established foe com- 
mercial feasibility of the new 
fields, the government will be 
spending its own funds to de- 
velop and exploit foe reserves. 


Mr. Abul Ragheb told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

“But there is a vast area out 
there beyond the new find 
where foreign companies could 
easily start exploration work.” 
he said. 

He noted that foe very fact 
that the new find lies 50 
kilometres from the already- 
producing wells strongly indi- 
cates the presence of what 
could prove to foe vast gas 
deposits in the region. 

“It is a matter of time and 
doing more exploration work 
before we locate them,” he 
said, adding further to the 
theory that Jordan, which lies 
dose to oil giants Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq, does have commer- 
cially viable deposits of oil and 
gas. 


Hie two gas wells at AI 
Risheh are estimated to hold 
about 215 billion cubic feet of 
gas. Assessment is continuing 
at six other sites to determine 
deposits there, but it is ex- 
pected that these hold higher 
reserves. 

“Our problem is limited re- 
sources and the government 
cannot afford to spend more 
on exploration activities,” Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said. “Hence our 
drive to attract foreign com- 
panies.” 

The government is setting up 
a commercial entity to take 
charge of all gas and oil ex- 
ploration in Jordan and has 
invited foreign companies to 
join foe company. Jordan will 
retain controlling interest in 
the firm. 


American Oil Company and 
Hunt Oil of the U.S. and Pet- 
rofina of Belgium were among 
international firms which 
undertook exploration activi- 
ties in Jordan in mid- and late 
1980s under sharing agree- 
ments with the government. 
The American companies have 
suspended their operations 
here while Petrofina is con- 
tinuing exploration work. 

The present daily output of 
22 million cubic feet from foe 
AI Risheh gas fields is used to 
operate two 30-megawatt tur- 
bines to generate 13 per cent of 
the Kingdom's power needs. 
With foe cqjrnpietion of an ex-' 
panskm project of processing 
fruilities, foe output will be 
raised to 46 million per day add 
another 30-megawatt turbine 


will be installed there. 

The expansion project is car- 
ried out with help from Petro- 
Canada, an arm of foe Cana- 
dian government which has 
contributed significantly to gas 
and oil exploration in Jordan. 

At international prices, Jor- 
dan consumes imported energy 
worth more than S300 million 
every year; fuel used in power- 
generation accounts for about 
30 per cent of foe total con- 
sumption and officials hope 
that commercial gas deposits 
would go a long way in reduc- 
ing foe dependence on im- 
ported energy and saving fore- 
ign exchange. 

Furthermore, officials also 
note that natural gas has been 

(Costioued on p age 3) 


attend before the expulsion crisis 
is resolved. 

In public they are calling for 
the implementation of U.N. Re- 
solution 799, but in private they 
are pursuing a compromise for- 
mula involving a phased return of 
the expellees and certain Israeli 
commitments to the essence of 
the peace talks. 

The compromise formula is 
stalled over Israel’s refusal to 
accept some of its stipulations. 

A collective Arab response to 
foe U.S.-Russian invitation to the 
April 20 talks in expected from a 
March 28-29 meeting in Damas- 
cus. 

A Palestinian delegation is due 
to visit Washington Friday for 
talks with U.S. Sectary of State 
Warren Christopher to discuss 
the impasse. 

• Mr. Posuvalyuk- also met with 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and discussed with him foe 
Middle East peace process and 
bilateral relations. 

“We discussed the latest de- 
velopments and foe peace process 

(Continued on page 3) 


Chirac to Mitterrand: 
Quit or let us govern 


PARIS (R) — Gaullist leader 
Jacques Chirac urged Socialist 
President Francois Mitterrand 
Tuesday to quit or allow a victo- 
rious conservative majority to 
govern France. 

Mr. Chirac, the conservative 
frontrunner to succeed Mr. Mit- 
terrand, was speaking after the 
centre-right parties overcame the 
first squabble since their triumph 
in the first round of parliamen- 
tary elections and agreed to field 
joint candidates in all but four of 
next Sunday's runoff ballots (see 
page 8). 

The centre-right Union for 
France (UPF) alliance scored 
39.5 per cent in last Sunday's first 
round and is forecast to win 450 
to 476 of the 577 National Assem- 
bly seats — an unprecedented 
landslide. 

“It would be in Mr. Mitter- 
rand's own interest to resign. 
Otherwise he must not hinder the 
next government,” Mr. Chirac 
told journalists on a campaign 
trip in Croisilles, northern 
France. 

Mr. Chirac headed a right-wing 
government that shared power 
uncomfortably with Mr. Mitter- 
rand from 1986 until 1988, when 


Mr. Mitterrand defeated him in a 
presidential election. 

The 76-yearold president has 
made dear he intends to serve 
out his second seven-year term 
until 1995 despite hi$ party’s 
crushing defeat. 

The Socialists scored just 17.6 
per cent on the first round and 
may keep as few as 54 of their 276 
seats. 

Former Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard, almost certain to lose his 
own seat, reaffirmed Tuesday he 
would run as Sodalist candidate 
in the 1995 presidential election. 

He said voters had rejected the 
Socialists massively because of 
the European economic crisis, "a 
certain sodalist arrogance," and 
“that whiff of scandals.” 

In an apparent swipe at Mr. 
Mitterrand, his longtime rival, 
Mr. Rocard said it was necessary 
to change “the excessively elitist 
and imperial character" of those 
in power. 

UPF leaders confirmed their 
electoral pact for the second 
round after ex-President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing's Union for 
French Democracy (UDF1 drop- 

(Contmued on page 3) 


Upon the Occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 



ARAB BANK 

is honoured to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 

and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 

Its most cordial wishes and greetings 
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weary Turks, Kurds see chance for peace 


j By Alistair Lyon 
1 Retire/* 

. -.NKARA -*■ For the first 
■ :me since separatist Kurds 
; Punched a grinding guerrilla 
wg.- in soutlicast Turkey nine 
•ears ago, both sides discern a 
dimmer of a chance for peace. 

In a major political shift, 
Abdullah O cal an, leader of the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rjbels, last week declared a 
unilateral 26-day ceasefire, re- 
nounced his secessionist goals 
and urged Turks and Kurds to 
engage in a peaceful dialogue. 

His change of heart had an 
immediate impact at the 
weekend when Kurds cele- 
brated the Nowrouz spring fes- 
tival with a minimum of vio- 
lence. Last year about 300 peo- 
ple were killed. 

Kurds in the southeast are 
rejoicing at what they see as 
new prospects that a conflict 
which has killed about 5,500 
people may soon be over. They 
hope a political straggle may 
win them the freedoms which 
the guerrilla war had brought 
no nearer. 

Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel has ruled out negotia- 
tions with the PKK and dismis- 
sed Mr. Ocalan’s proposal for 
a federation. 

'Turkey is a Unitarian state. 


it’s a wrong to discuss federa- 
tion,” MiUiyet newspaper 
Tuesday quoted him as saying. 

But m a remarkable change 
of tone for a Turkish leader, he 
also acknowledged that Tur- 
kish attempts in the past to 
assimilate Kurds against their 
will were mistaken. 

“I do recognise the Kurdish 
reality," he told MiUiyet. 
“What I mean is that any 
citizen who calls himself a 
Kurd cannot be forced to call 
himself a Turk, that the press- 
ure previously applied has been 
wrong. A Kurd is a Kurd. 

“A citizen who calls himself 
a Kurd is equal to a citizen who 
calls himself a Turk and has 
equal rights. The state also 
belongs to him. He can also be 
a judge, prosecutor, general, 
member of parliament, prime 
minister or president," he said. 

Mr. Demirel said be first 
recognised the Kurdish reality 
soon after taking office in 
November 1991. But since 
then the military struggle with 
the PKK has dominated gov- 
ernment policy. 

Turkish officials argue that 
the emphasis on military action 
has paid off. Last year's des- 
truction of PKK bases in north- 
ern Iraq and the ruthless pur- 
suit of rebels inside Turkey 


crippled the guerrillas and 
‘forced Mr. Oczuan to sue for 
peace, they say. 

Diplomatically, Mr. Oc aU n 
also lost ground. Iraqi Kurds 
helped Turkey drive the PKK 
from their te r ri to r y. Syria shut , 
PKK bases in Lebanon. Tor- 1 
key's Western allies de- 
nounced the PKK, while quiet- 
ly urging Ankara to end human 
right* a pwwa against 

Prodded by Iraqi Kurdish 
leader Jalal Talabani, Mr. 
Ocalan has now set the PKK 
on a new course. At die 
weekend he even sealed a poli- 
tical pact with an- okl Kurdish 
rival, Kurdistan Socialist Party 
leader Kemal Burkay, whom 
he once called a traitor. 


Their joint programme cal- ' 
led for an end to the fighting, 
an amnesty, abolition of the 
state of emergency in the 
southeast and dismantling of 
anti-guerrilla units, special 
police teams and state-paid vil- 
lage guard forces in the region. 

They also demanded greater 
political freedoms which 
should be enshrined in a 
“democratic constitution 
which guarantees the rights of 
the Kurdish people.” Cultural 


freedoms should include 
education and broadcasting in 
tiie Kurdish language. 

Kurds in the southeast, 
where the war has brought 
economic misery and forced 
thousands to migrate to richer 
western Turkey, echo these 
demands and now deny they 
ever -wanted to secede. 

But just as Turkish soldiers 
at chcdqpomt s say they have 
no faith in the PKK’s ceasefire, 
many Kurds say they fear that 
Turkey will not keep promises 
of progress towards democracy 
and human rights once die' 
guerrilla struggle is defeated. 

“Since the 1830s, all Kurdish 
revolts were followed by prom- 
ises which were not kept,” said 
Mefadi Zana, a former mayor 
of the southeastern provincial 
capital of Dryarbaktr who has 
sprat many years in prison for 
nationalist views. 

“The Kurdish people have 
been jailed, abused ami che- 
ated. There is distrust, but 
there is also hope,” he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Zana and other 
nationalists said they did not 
expect violence in the south- 
east to end overnight, but 
stressed that debate should 
now focus on the Kurdish peo- 
ple, not the PKK. 


“There are people on both 
sides who have vested interests 
in the conflict ...it won't be 
plain sailing,” he said. 

Orfaan Dogan, a Kurdish 
member of parirarnent, argued 
that tiie armed forces and in- 
teffigooce sendees constituted 
an “invisible stale" which 
could sabotage peace moves. 

But he said Mr. Ocalan’s 
cease fi re could end a war 
which had achieved nothing, 
and bad put the ball in Tur- 
key’s court. 

“The statp will never want to 
sit and negotiate with Apo 
(Ocalan’s nickname),” he said. 
“Although on one level they 
will reject negotiations with 
‘terrorist brigands,’ at the same 
time they will prepare the peo- 
ple for implementation (of 
changes).” 

Mr. Dogan said the eventual 
form of a political co mp r omi se 
was not the most vital dement 
in a peaceful settlement. 

“A federal constitution is 
not important. What is impor- 
tant is that people should join 
it with a ready heart. It’s not in 
tire interests of Turks and 
Kurds to live separately,” he 
said. 

“This senseless, dirty war 
has exhausted the Turkish and 
Kurdish peoples," he told 
Renters. 


Tehran Radio reports 
Rabbani escaped attack 


: NICOSIA (AP) — Tehran Radio 
reported Tuesday that Afghan 
' President Burhanuddm Rabbani 

- survived an attack in which sever- 
! al of his bodyguards were wound- 
i ed. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
: Nicosia, did not say whether Mr. 
i Rabbani was hurt, but the report 
implied that he escaped unin- 

• juried. 

The radio also gave no sources 
! for the report, but the Iranian 
; deputy foreign minister, Alaed- 
; din Boroujerdi, is in A fghanistan 

• along with several Iranian jour- 
l nalists. 

Mr. Rabbani was on his way to 
meet his archrival and new prime 

- minister, Gnlbuddin Hekmatyar, 

: Monday, when his car was attack- 
; ed bVriHndoitified nssaibmw in 

• east KaftmL- the -radio said.v - 

It did not ‘give details, sSdi as 
what weapons were used in the 
; attack. 

Rival Afghan factions signed a 
: peace agreement earlier this 
month, promising to set aside 
then- differences in an effort to 
end a civil war that has ravaged 
Kabul and killed 5,000 people. ■ 

The accord calls for leaders to 
chocss a cabinet by Sunday and 

start restoring peace. Despite a 
ceasefire, the warring sides have 
yvriinued to round the city’s 
uDurhs. 

A meeting of faction leaders in 


the eastern city of Jalalabad 
broke up Sunday after three days 
without an agreement 

N^jtbullah treated 

Afghanistan's deposed mantist. 
ruler was taken secretly from a' 
guarded U.N. compound to a 
hospital for treatment of kidney 
stones, military and diplomatic 
sources said. 

The sources said Mr. Najibul- 
lah, who like many Afghans uses 
only one name, began having 
severe pains last week. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the sources said a 
doctor went to the compound 
where Mr. Najibullah took refuge 
alm ost a year ago as his Soviet- 
installed', regime crumbled after a 
14-year rebellion. He\waS taken 1 
to a military hospital, given medk. 
cine and returned to the com- 
pound in central Kabul to rest. 

Only a few people, most of 
them diplomats, have spoken to 
Mr. Najibnllah since be tried to 
leave the country April 16, 1992, 
aboard a U.N. chartered plane. 
He was stopped at Kabul Airport 
by rebellious troops. 

The U.N. compound is 
guarded by soldiers loyal to the 
Islamic government that took 
power from Mr. Najibullafa’s 
administration on April 25, 1992. 


Somalis turn to video entertainment 


By. Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

MOGADISHU — The peo- 
ple of die Somali capital 
Mogadishu, deprived of tele- 
vision for more than two 
years, are flocking to die 
cinema instead. 

Bnt old-fashioned film is 
out and video is in, even at 
the one big screen in town 
— the Cinema Equatore at 
the KM 4 roundabout in die 
southern suburbs. 

The other “cinemas” are 
mosdy large rooms equipped 
with a television, a video 
recorder and some powerful 
loudspeakers. 

Many are packed from 
mid-morning till late in die 
evening rad die owners, who 
charge from 500 to 1,000 
shfllmg*(lQ to 20UJ5. cents) ^ 
apcrsOT, say tiwtbusmcss is* 
booming. • - . 

More sad mom of tfaeie video hah 
hive opened this yeir, 
partly because of the im- 
provement in security since 
die United States and its 
allies sent troops to Moga- 
dishu last December. 

“It's a good way to make 
money," said Abdirazak 
Kaynan, who described him- 
self as a former teacher from 
die inland town of Baidoa, 
the centre of the Somali 
famine last year. 


Mr. Kaynan took over a 
government warehouse on 
the road to the airport, put in 
some benches and acquired 
dm equipment. 

His most valuable posses- 
sion is not the video recorder 
itself but die generator round 
die back — Mogadishu has 
no public -electricity and 
generators tend to attract 
looters. 

Tm not planning to go 
back to teaching,” said Mr. 
Kaynan, whose unnamed 
cinema opened on March 1 
and shows mosdy Indian 
melodramas in the original 
Hindi. 

The Equatore is altogether 
a different affair. 

With room for 1,000 on 
metal chairs in the open air, 
. and a raised gallery above, it 
has a screen eight metres 
across, -served by an elabo- 
rate Japanese-made projec- 
tion system worth about 
$15,000, said manager Hus- 
sein Mohammad Ado. 

It reopened on March 7 
and is drawing crowds of 500 
to 700 a nigfat with American 
jHce thrillers dubbed in Ita- 


A sign at the entrance bans 
rifles, pistols, knives and 
walking sticks but the cus- 
tomers can bring their own 
qat, the stimulant leaf which 
Somalis like to chew in the 


evening. 

The remains of last night’s 
chewings have been swept np 
and fill a large plastic bag in 
die corner. 

“We don't find it causes 
any trouble. We don’t have 
fights or anything like that,” 
the manager said. 

Mr. Ado said tiie switch to 
video came in 1989, when tiie 
government of Mohammad 
Siad Barre, strapped for fore- 
ign exchange, canned im- 
ports of foreign feature films. 

Somalia has never made its 
own feature films but a com- 
pany set up in Mogatfishu one 
year ago has started a new 
venture — dubbing foreign 
videos in Somali. 

It started with Chock Nor- 
ris's “Mission in Action”, 
translated into Somali as 
“Codkii bo Baha” (voice of 
the gun). 

Then, inevitably, came 
Sylvester Stallone’s 

"We tend to do action 
films. That’s what the cine- 
mas want,” said Abuukar 
Mahdi, owner and manager 
of the dubbing company, 
which calls itself Company 
Trans lation of Freedom 
(CTF). 

On its posters CTF cl aim s 
to be based in Nairobi, 
Kenya, but it really has its 
headquarters in an unmarked' 
Mogadishu villa. 


middle easthews in 


Israeli surrogate militia releases 16 prisoners 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — IsradTs surrogate ^^titeSouA 
Lebanon Army (SLA), freed 16 State Muslim prisoners from toe 
Khiam prison in farad’s sdf designated ‘‘sea^z°J* 

SLA commander Antoine 

release a goodwill gesture marking the TEid Al Fitr feasLuribw* 
emfe the Holy Mouth of Ramadan. The freed prisoners, 
two women, were held at Khiam on duuges of *^*S**' 
“security zone” by guerrillas of tiie Iranian-backed HizboDab. AM 
but one of the released prisoners hailed from villagM made 
1,1000 square-kflometres enclave Israel carved oat m 1985. une is 
from Jbaa just north of the “security zone.” The village w a 
stronghold of ffizboflah. There are more than 300 prisoners m toe 
gtiiam jail. Their release has long been demanded by Hizbollali 
and several other Shiite and leftist factions backed by Syna a* a 
cond i tion for a prisoners swap wth farad rad the SLA. lsrael_bm 
been seeking tiie return erf six servicemen missing in Lebanon smee 
1982. All but airman Ron Arad, whose whereabouts could not be 
determined, are believed dead. At least 12 SLA militiam en are 
held by HfaboUah. The United Nations, which mediated the 
release of the last Western hostages held by extremists in the part 
two years, apparently has given up -efforts .to arrange an Arab- 
Israeli prisoner exchange. 

Sudanese leader orders release of prisoners 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese leader Omar Hassan Al BasWrtas 

ordered the release of all prisoners who have served at least half of 
their aw t BK* 8 to mark the end of the Holy Mouth of Ra ma da n , 
television reported. The television, in its report on Monday 
night, did not say now many prisoners beuefitted from the pardon. 

Belgian aid worker shot dead In Iraq 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Belgian director of an aid project 
providing artificial limbs for war victims in northern Iraq died 
Monday when an unknown gunman sprayed Ms car with bullets. 
Vincent Toilet, 29, perished when his car was-Mt outside the city of 
Suleimamyeh in Iraq’s Kurdish-dominated northern enclave, said a 
spokesman for tiie humanitarian group Handicap Inter n ational. 
Another Belgian aid worker and a local policeman were also in the 
car, but escaped unhurt, said spokesman Pascal Simon. Mr. Simon- 
said the group had no idea who had carried out the attack. Mr. 
Toilet ran a project helping handicapped victims of figfatihg 
between Iraqi forces and Kurdish nationalists. Hu project concen- 
trated on producin g and fitting artificial legs for land mine victims. 
In Ankara, Turkey, an Iraqi Kurdish representative Serdrin 
Qazzaz said the attacker was dressed as Kurdish guerrillas, but was 
beard speaking Arabic instead of Kurdish. Mr. Simon said it was 
the first time Ms aid group had been attacked in Iraq. Handicap 
International has brandies in France, Denmark and Belgium. Its 
135 staffers run projects to help the disabled in 27 Third World 
nations. This was tiie second fatal attack on relief workers in 
Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq tins year. On Jan. 7, Stan 
Cameroon, an official of Care International, Australia, had been 
killed and another Care worker was wounded by unknown 
gunmen. 

Ireland seeks protection for aid groups 

MOGADISHU (R) — An Irish government minister called J 
Tuesday for greater protection for aid workers in Somalia, saying 
they had become “soft targets" for gunmen. “If aid workers are 
forced to pull out of Somalia because of security reasons, the whole - 
system will collapse in Somalia. Aid workers ensure the link 
between donors and the beneficiaries,” Minister of Stale Tran Kitt 
told Reuters. Mr. Ett’s visit to Somalia came one month after tbe- 
H*Mth of Irish nurse Valerie Place, employed by the Irish charity 
Concern. -She' was -hit by- a ■ hail of bullets as she travelled in a 
convoy of three cars to the western town of Afgoi. Mr. Kitt 
discussed the security situation for aid workers on Monday with the 
United Nations special envoy in Somalia, retired Admiral Jonathan 
Howe. "We agreed that much progress has been made in getting 
food supplies to the hungry... bat aid workers have become softer 
targets for attack,” Mr. Kitt said. Mr. Kitt said he had made 
several recommendations to Howe to improve security. These 
included increased at cover for a id convoys, gre a t er cooperation 
between aid agencies over security, and Jhe use of a voucher system 
for payment, instead of money. Aid workers, backed by a 
23-nation international force since last December, have become 
greater targets of attack in Somalia. Another aid worker, Sean 
Devereux, was shot dead in the southern port of Kismayu in 
Januaiy. Aid groups in Kismayu said last week that they evaluated 
daily whether it was worth tiie risk staying in Somalia. 
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Arafat urges 
Palestinians 
to escalate 
uprising 



the Palestinians to escalate 
resistance against Israel 
“burn the earth under the feet ot 
the occupiers.” . 

In an interview with the Pans 
based AraW©4anguage Radio 
Monte Carlo, Mr. Arafat 
appealed to U.S. President ffifl 
Ouiton to prove Ms co mmitm ent 
to human rights by reining in 
what be said was Israel's “cruel 

oppression" of Palestin i ans in the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Beyond tragedies, uprising brings daily humiliations and pain 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— “I don't ever want to see 
you in this neighbourhood 
again," an Israeli policeman 
warns a Palestinian driver after 
stopping him in a Jewish dis- 
trict. “If I do, you're going to 
be sony." 

The middle-class Palestinian 
protests he has a permit to 
visit. But the young cop cuts 
short the plea, searches the 
gran’s car, checks his identity 
jtapeTS and sends him packing. 

The exchange, near a bus 
stop where a Palestinian stabbed 
‘an Israeli to death last month, was 
-a typical incident in Jerusalem 
as the Palestinian uprising- 
acainst Israeli rule in the occu- 


pied territories approaches 26 
yean. 

The revolt's effect is usually 
measured in numbers of killed 
and wounded, but it goes far 
beyond that. It has spawned 
widespread pain and fear in 
both the Jewish and Arab com- 
munities alike. 

Palestinians feel hu m il iate d 
and powerless against the sol- 
diers whose guns have taken 
hundreds of lives. Israelis fear 
attack by Arabs with knives 
and resent being forced to live 
guarded lives. 

. Rami Suleiman, a 13-year- 
old Palestinian from Jeru- 
salem, knows about the vio- 
lence from both sides. 

Last year, masked Palesti- 
nians stabbed and wounded his 
father as a suspected informer 
for Israel. During a stone- 


throwing clash last month, bor- 
der ponce shot Rami three 
times in the leg with rubber- 
coated metal pellets. 

Rami says he goes to school 
with a queasy feeling because 
border police often come and 
curse the students for sport. 

In front of his school bud- 
dies, Rami pots up a brave 
front. “If a soldier calls me a 
dog, I call him a bigger dog,” 
he says. 

Bnt later, at borne, he ack- 
nowledges: “Of course, Tm 
afraid of them. I was- seven 
when they first stopped me.” 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
40-year-old economic Fawaz 
Abu Sine says be most resents 
the feeling of confinement 
since, like all Gazans, he needs 
a pass to enter Israel. 

-“I fed Tm in a large prison," 


says Mr. Abu Sitte. “I don’t 
dare to leave the house after 
dark because the soldiers seem 
very tense, and Tm afraid I 
could get shot in some mixnp." 

In Armon Hanatziv, a Jew- 
ish district in Jerusalem that 
borders two Arab villages, 32- 
year-old Helen Hamani says 
she lives in constant fear of an 
Arab knifing attack. 

In June 1990, an 11-year-old 
boy was stabbed by an Arab 
woman at a bus stop near Mrs. 
Hamanfs house. She quit her 
secretarial job because die felt 
it was too risky to be away 
from her three young children. 

fitmt'wmdshiel^f theTfamily 
car was smashed twice by 
stones, and a neighbour's car 
was burned. 

“I feel great bitterness be- 


cause this affects our whole 
lives. We want to live in peace 
with them (the Arabs), but 
they won’t let^us,” she says. 

Still, military role disrupts 
the lives of Palestinians far 
more than fear does that of 
Israelis, many of whom live 
distant from the occupied terri- 
tories and worry more about 
monthly bills than knifing s. 

Since the uprising began on 
Dec. 8, 1987, some 1,050 
Palestinians have been killed 
by Israelis, 122 Israelis by 
Palestinians, and 709 Palesti- 
nians killed by other Palesti- 
nians on suspicion of collabor- 
ating with Israel. Around 
120,000 Palestinians and 6,000 
Israelis have been injured. 

Troops destroyed or sealed 
841 Palestinian homes, up- 
rooted more than 154,000 trees 


and imposed curfews more 
than 11,000 times, according to 
a Palestinian human rights 
group. 

Army figures show Palesti- 
nians were involved in more 
than 200,0 00 stone-throwing or 
tyre-burning incidents, stabbed 
or tried to stab Israelis 2,073 
times, tossed 4,052 firebombs 
and 222 hand grenades. 

Palestinians torched 709 
in Jerusalem alone inl991-92 - 

Much of the day-to-day vio- 
lence makes only the local 
news, but Gaza City psycho- 
logist Dr. Fadal Abu Hien says 
the house searches are not 
quickly forgotten, and many 
children have nightmares after 
seeing their parents humiliated 
or struck by soldiers. 

“Before the uprising, we 
didn't* feel the pressure of the 


occupation so much, bnt 
now... the percentage of men- 
tal .disorders has risen drasti- 
cally,” he said. 

Dr. Abu Hien said he found 
a rate of mental problems in 
Gaza about three times the 
average in the West A survey 
of 3,000 “ - 


Gazans found 13 per 
cent suffer from anxiety, 8J5 
per cent from depre s sion and 
12 per cent from such problems 
as migraines and ulcere, he 


Boron Sbocfaat, head' of an 
education ministry department 
dealing with the uprising, says 
it has produced a negative im- 
age of Arabs among Jewish 
youth. He said the feeling 
“among younger ones is hate 
and fear and among the older 
ones fear and extreme political 
views.” 


Israelis have been killed in con- 
floatations this month. Four,* 
Pa lestinians were reported shot 1 ' 
dead by troops Monday in thje 
Gaza Sfrq>. 

“Violence only breeds vio- 
lence,” Mr. Arafat said over the 
radio from the PLO headquarters 
in Tunis. 

He accused Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of “oper- 
ating with the mentality of a war 
general.” 

He added: “In the face of th* 
bloody terrorism, I ask my 
brethren in the occupied home- 
land to unite and resist until they 
burn the earth under the feet of 
the occupiers.” 

“I would like to ask President. 
Clinton to prove the commitment 
to t>nm>n righ ts. Their (U.S*) 
credibility is at stake because 
what is happening in the occupied & 
territories could torpedo the >. 
whole peace process,” he said 

“I would like to see internA- 
tional legitimacy deal 
evenhandedly with what is going 
on m the occupied territories,” be 
said. 

Mr. Arafat said the Palesti- 
nians have not yet taken a final 
decision regarding an invitation 
extended by the American and 
Russian co-sponsora for the re- 
sumption of the Arab-Israeli 
gieace talks in Washington April 

The Palestinians had said they 
would not attend unless farad 
agrees to repatriate the nearly 
400 Palestinians it expelled on 
Dec. 17. 

The men, suspected members 
of Muslim fundamentalist 
groups, are perched in a tent 
camp in southeast Lebanon. 

- Mr. Arafat said Palestinian 
participation in tiie talks will be 
decided at a PLO leadership 
meeting after a March 28-29 
meeting in Damascus of the key 
Arab participants in the process^ 

— Syria, Lebanon, Jordan- and? 
the Palestinians. 

He disdosed that tire PLO sent 
a letter this week to tiie Clinton 
administration which was handfd 
to the UJ5. embassy in Tunis by 
Faisal Husseini, a pro-PLO activ- 
ist from the West Bank who is the 
key adviser to the Palestinian 
negotiating team. 

Mr. Arafat said the letter ufged 
Washington to seek a commit- 
ment from Israel to repatriate the 
exiles and refrain from further 


.also Urged Washington to 
endorse tire invalidity of tile 
deportation” and renew commit- 
ment to the principles of the 
peace process. 

The Arabs have complained 
that since tire start of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in October 
1991, Washington has done httie 
to bring farad, tp endorse U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 which call on Israel to 1 
withdraw from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

These resolutions had been 
cited by the Bush administration 
as the bans for a settlement. 

Mr. Arafat disclosed that 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and King Hassan H of Moroc- 
co were exerting “sincere efforts”- 
to find a fimmla that would spot 
the peace process back on track. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — H5s Majesty 
King_ Hussein received cables of 
good- wishes from lead- 
ers of Arab and foreign countries 
on the occasion fcf the start of the 
’Eid Al Fitr feast. 

The cables were sent by King 
Hassan II of Morocco, Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Sac’ed of Oman, 
.Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad, 
; Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
^■ak, Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
-sein. President of Algerian High . 
!«r State Council AH Kafi, 
: Sudanese President Omar Hassan 
AI Bashir, Lebanese President 
^ Elias Hrawi, Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat, Qatari Emir 
• Sheikh KhaHfah Ben Hamad Al 
i.Tham, Bahraini Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifah Ben Salman Al 


*r 


Khalifah, and Secretary General 
of the Arab League Ismat Abdul 
Megm’d. 

King Hussein received cables 
also from U.S. President BUI 
Clinton, Turkish President Tur- 
gor Ozal, Philippines President 
Fidel Ramos, Guinean president 
Ijmsana Conte, Syrian Vice Pres- 
ident Rifaat Al Assad, Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafiq Al Hariri, 
Bahraini Crown Prince Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Xssa Al KhaSfah and 
Speaker of the Lebanese Parlia- 
ment Nabih Bern. 

Other cables were sent to the 
King by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Upper House 
of Parliament Speaker Ahmad Al 
Laws, Lower House of Parlia- 


ment Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat, Amman Mayor Moham- 
mad Amin, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal 
Faxhi Abu Taleb, Director of the . 
General Intelligence Department 
Mustafa Al Qaisi, Director 
General of the Public Security 
Department Major General 
Fade! Ati Fbeid, Director of the 
Civil Defence Department Major 
General Afif AI Ghoul, and 
Commander of the Palestine Li- 
beration Army (PLA) in Jordan 
Brigatfier General Mohammad 
Qudsiyeh. 

■ His Majesty also received simi- 
lar cables from representatives of 
economic, cultural, political, and 
commercial institutions. 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker Tuesday 
leaves Amman for Portugal on a private visit 
expected to last several days. He is seen off at the 
airport by Deputy Premier and Education Mhiister 


Tbonqan Al Hmdawi, Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim l™Mi" and Forefpi 
Minister Kam el Abu Jaber 
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Prince Mohammad condoles 
Khashman, Najdawi families 

* AMMAN (Petra) — Ms Royal Highness Prince 
7 ; Mohammad, the personal representative of His 
;; Majesty King Hussein, Tuesday debated the 
~ director of his office to convey his condolences to 
the Khashman family 6ver the death of the wife of 
the late Rajab Al Khashman. Also Tuesday Prince 
Mohammad delegated Director of the Amman 
v Police Department Abdullah AI Habahbeh to 
"■ convey his condolences, to the Najdawi family over 
die death of Ahmad Suleiman AI Najdawi. 

•r . • i * 

f; JTV shc , js Jordan's forces in 
r Croatia 

” AMMAN (Petra) — From Wednesday evening 
I through the ‘Eid Al Fitr feast days, Jordan 
; Television (JTV) will present a series of special 
programmes on the Jordanian troops serving with 
the .United Nations peace keeping forces in 
Croatia. The programmes, which will be presented 
following the news bulletin in Arabic, will include 


interviews with die army officers serving in the 
U.N. force and their relatives and parents in 
Jordan. 

University of Jordan hold 
Karameh Battle seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Students Affairs Depart- 
ment at the University of Jordan held a se minar 
Monday evening to discuss the Karameh Battle 
which took place in March 1968. Retired army 
officer Masbour Hadftha, Student Affairs Dean 
Mohammad Khreisat and the dire ctor of the 
Islamic Cultural -Centre -at die university addressed 
the audience. ' -•* ' 

USIS hosts satellite seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — "pie United States Informa- 
tion Services (USIS) is organising a seminar via 
satellite on April 6 on the role of die media in the 
age of democracy. Journalists from Jordan and 
other Arab countries and media specialists from 
the United States are expected to take apart in die 
seminar. 


Good weather forecast for ‘Eid week 


not* 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
•jDther Islamic nations celebrate 
-Eid Al Fitr feast, todav marking 
the end of the holy uronth of 
[Ramadan. 

' Religions ceremonies will be 
'held in mosques throughout the 
"Kingdom. 

^ In congratulating ti : Jordanian 
-people on the feast. Chief Islamic 
.Justice Noah Salman Al Qudab 
called on the Muslim countries to 
unite their ranks and transcend 

New gas- find 
boosts prospects 

(Continued from page 1) 

proved not cause environmeu- 
*;tal pollution and the 
.» in tcrnationafly-hcld argument 
that the future of energy lies in 
natural -gas. 

“We are open to aU creative 
.^suggestions and discussions 
" with foreign firms interested in 
Jordan's energy deposits,” said 
;Mr. Abu Ragjbeb. 

In addition to launching seis- 
- Biological studies and explora- 
tion work at a depth of 1,000 
T metre near the Dead Sea, the 
[ Natural Resources Authority 
'■ (NRA) also plans exploration 

■ in the Jordan Valley, be said 
’ “International experts say 
| that oil is available at a depth 
i of 6,000 metres near the Dead 

! Sea,” the lowest point on 
\ earth, the minister said. “But it 
} will be very expensive to go 
; down to that depth. We don't 
| have .that kind of money.” 
i The NRA is hoping to find 
j “pockets of oil" at 1,000 

| metres and that these wiD yield 

' enough output to justify the 
1 costs involved. 

First indications that Jordan 
; could hold commercial quanti- 

■ ties of oil came in 1984 with the 
’ discovery of two wells near 
; Azraq. But the euphoria that 
' was sparked with the find slow- 

• ly petered out; at their peak, 

* the 2300 -mere-to- 2 , 800 -metrc 

■ wells produced 600 barrels per 
\ day *<C‘bpd), and the present 
l output is 60 bpd. 

I Jordan consumes about 
' 60,000 barrels of oil every day. 


their differences, placing the 
hasher national interest above all 
other cons derations. 

According to the Department 
of ' Meteorology good weather 
conditions are expected to coin- 
cide with the feast and continue 
with warm temperatures until the 
end of the week. 

A department spokesman told 
the Jordan Times that tempera- 
tures will soar to 20®-21"C during 
the day Wednesday and Thurs- 


day, but will drop to 6"-8"C at 
night. 

All government offices and 
public institutions will remain 
closed on the occasion of the feast 
until Saturday. 

Nine Arab Countries observed 
Tuesday as the first day of ‘Eid Al 
Fitr’. These countries are Syria, 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, the 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Bahrain and Yemen. 

But Jordan, Oman and Egypt 
celebrate it today. 


King urges active co-sponsor role 


(Continued from page 1) 

in addition to bilateral relations,” 
Dr. Aim Jaber said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said the Mos- 
cow official also delivered to him 
a message from Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev. 

“It contained certain Russian 
ideas on how to advance the 
peace process," Dr. Abu Jaber 


told the Jordan Times without 
elaboration. 

Asked whether the message 
offered any feasible ideas to re- 
solve the expellee crisis, the fore- 
ign minis ter said: “Everybody is 
hoping that (the stflemate) will, 
be resolved soon so that the 
peace talks could resume.” 

Mr. Fosuvalyuk is scheduled to 
leave Jordan Wednesday. He will 
visit Israel and possibly Egypt. 


Chirac wants Mitterrand to quit 

(Continued from page 1) 


ped plans to maintain its candi- 
dates in numerous duets with 
Mr. Chirac’s Rally for the Repub- 
lic (RPR). 

“It’s all settled, ” RPR 
General-Secretary Alain Juppe 
told reporters after a meeting of 
the alliance. "Our partners re- 
quested four exceptions. We took 
note with regret. 

He said die Gaullists had been 
“ma gnanim ous” in agreeing that 
four UDF candidates who came 
within two per cent of the RPR 
contender could contest run-offs 
where no Socialist candidate was 
left on the second ballot. 

Political sources said the deal, 
a blow to Mr. Giscard d’Estaing. 
ensured the RPR would have the 
biggest parliamentary group and 
be best placed to bead tire next 
government. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who has a free 
choice under the constitution, 
would have little alternative to 
picking Mr. Chirac’s lieutenant, 
Edouard Ballador, as prime 
mi-, aster, they said. 

While the electoral pact 
averted an immediate rift on the 


centre-right, more trouble was 
brewing with the likely creation 
of several rival parliamentary 
caucuses within the new majority. 

UDF sources said Francois 
Leotard, another presidential 
hopeful, had proposed estab- 
lishing a liberal parliamentary 
caucus, although so dedskn had 
yet been taken. 

Pierre Mehaignerie, leader of 
the Soda! Democratic Centre 
(CDS) party, another component 
of die UDF, said in a radio 
interview that centrists planned 
to form their own autonomous 
group in the new assembly. 

Mr. Chirac pledged that the 
new government would not be 
arrogant despite its expected 
massive parliamentary majority. 

“I will be without doubt one of 
those who win take great care 
that a large majority does not get 
carried away and allow (power) 
to go to its head, there is no need 
to be afraid. 

“There is no question of re- 
venge but just of getting tins 
country back on its feet,” he said. 


Jordan rejects UNRWA proposal 
to levy fees on services to refugees 


I AL 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian gov- 
ernment has rejected a proposal 
by a U.N. agency to levy fees on 
some of the services it renders to 
Palestinian refugees, Jordanian 
and U.N. officials said Tuesday. 

The rejection was formally 
conveyed to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) for Palestine refugees by 
Adel Irsheid, head of the Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs of the 
Foreign Ministry, during a meet- 
ing in Vienna last week, said 
Dennis Brown, director of UN- 
RWA affairs in Jordan. 

Mr. Irsheid was not immediate- 
ly available for comment, but he 
was quoted jn published reports 
Tuesday as' saying: “We have 
relayed our official protest to 
reduce its services or ask for 
money in return for them.” 

Another senior official told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday: “Jordan 
remains opposed to any such 
levying of fees on UNRWA be- 
neficiaries in the Kingdom and 
would continue to reject any such 
moves.” 

Jordan hosts the largest part — 
38.2 per cent — of all Palestinians 
registered as refugees with UN- 
RWA, which operates 197 
schools with 374,400 students and 


20 health centres in the Kingdom. 

The proposals came under con- 
sideration by the agency, which 
offers services to 2.6 Palestinian 
refugees outside and inside the 
Israeti-oqcttpied territories, after 
it found itself facing a S28 J5 mil- 
lion deficit in its budget for this 
year. 

Last week’s Vienna meeting 
was an emergency session of a 
UNRWA advisory committee to 
study the budget deficit. 

The committee groups the 
Arab countries hosting Palesti- 
nian refugees — Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon and Egypt — and Tur- 
key, France, Britain, Japan, the 
U.S. and Belgium. 

UNRWA officials in Amman 
said at no point was there any 
proposal to charge fees to stu- 
dents at the agency's schools, but 
covered around 1,200 fall-board 
trainees at its vocational training 
centres. 

“An unofficial proposal was to 
levy $10 per month on every 
full-board student at the (UN- 
RWA) Vocational Training Cen- 
tre ami Amm an Training Centre 
for the next scholastic year,” said 
one of the officials. 

Mr: Brown, the director, was 
quoted as saying last week that 
the agency was forced to consider 
levying token fees for its health 
and training services since it had 


no alternative to bridge the de- 
ficit, particular after no alterna- 
tive to bridge the deficit, particu- 
lar, after no more contributions 
were forthcoming from the agen- 
cy’s traditional donors, who, he 
said, were trying to reduce their 
own budget deficits and help fund 
new relief, operations in other 
needy regions such as Somalia 
and former Yugoslavia. 

There was no immediate word 
on how Syria. Lebanon and 
Egypt responded to the proposed 
fees, but UNRWA officials said 
Amman had obviously coordin- 
ated positions with Damascus, 
Beirut and Cairo and, as such, 
their stand would not have been 
any different. 

^akstmians pursue 

Iraqi offer 

An Iraqi offer to contribute $50 
million to UNRWA through oil 
sales has been turned down by' 
the U.N., panel monitoring the 
international sanctions against 
that country for its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), which was lob- 
bying the U.N. to accept the 
offer, has approached the French 
government with a request for 
intervention with the sanctions 


committee, a report from Tunis 
said two weeks ago. 

“The entire budget deficit of 
UNRWA for this year could be 
resolved If the Iraqi offer is 
accepted," said a PLO official in 
Amman. “Obviously the U.S. 
and its allies have put political 
issues ahead of all other consid- 
erations in rejecting the Iraqi 
offer." 

Washington's view vis-a-vis the 
Iraqi gesture was that it had no 
objections if the $50 million were 
to come from U-N.-supervised oil 
sales under already adopted 
Security Counci! resolutions. 

But, if it was an independent 
offer with no relevance to the 
resolutions, then it would not be 
entertained since, in the U.S. 
view, it was a political stunt by 
Baghdad to undermine U.N. re- 
solutions. 

Dispute seen heading for end 

Students enrolled for teacher 
training course at UNRWA's 
Amman Training Centre 
appeared to have ended a week- 
old protest action pending discus- 
sions with the agency’s adminis- 
tration, UNRWA officials said 
Tuesday. 

“Apparently there was an 
agreement that the protesting stu- 


dents would send a delegat, 
talks with agency official - 
mediately after the ‘Eid he 


public information officer cr*** 
RWA in Jordan. ’° s - “ 15 

.. ^ for the 

According to Mr. Matta_ f ^ 
students, who launched a sr - 
the centre on March 
pended the protest action $>enoai- 
— one day before the offid^y ^ r - 
A1 Fitr holidays started, ibe in a 
“It is expected that a dire in the 
berween a student comnutt^didates 
UNRWA officials would !£ jj 
immediately after the bdj 
Mr. Mattar said. is really 

No representative of thMr. Z, 
dents was immediately avjjg other 
for comment. f jvfr. Z 

The students, who are before 
going diploma courses in - 
at the course in teaching .. 
facility, which is expected ^ red 
upgraded to university sta to hang 
September, and that UNbas nor 
allocate a quota for empfias in- 
the centre's students vote for 
schools. a while 

The demands stemmed 1 m y own 
new government regulation the 
the Kingdom’s schools 
only employ university gra- 
as teachers and diploma 
would not be accepted in tePP cnin 5 
from the year 1997. 


Abu Jaber, Husseini review upcoming 
talks of Arab foreign minis ters in Syria 


AMMAN (J.T.) Faisal Hns- 
seim, head of the steering com- 
mittee of die Palestinian delega- 
tion to the Arab-IsraeH peace 
talks, Tuesday left Amman for the 
occupied territories, following 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber.. 

Before his departure Mr. Hns- 
seini told reporters that he would 
be leading a Palestinian delega- 
tion to Washington Thursday at 
the official invitation of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to discuss the Middle East 
peace process and the obstacles 
facing it. 

Mr. Husseini, who has just 
; completed a month-long toor that 
included the United Kingdom, 
Morocco, Tunisia and Jordan, 
described the outcome of his tour 
as extremely positive. 

He said he regarded his talks 
over the past month as a step 
towards overcoming the present 
obstacles standing in the way of 
peace. 

“British officials have man- 
ifested full understanding of the 
expellees* problem and empha- 
sised the urgent need for the 
resumption of the peace pro- 
cess,” said Mr. Husseini. 

Furthermore, he said, British 

Gulf leaders 

denounce 

extremism 

(Continued from page 1) 
forgiveness, of mercy, and it re- 

irother,” sakf Sheikh Zayedf'Tt 
is corrupt religion that says other- 
wise and it is a dangerous means 
for diverting many from the prin- 
ciples of Islam.” 

Sheikh Zayed asked: “Is it in 
the interest of a nation and its 
sons that their assets be frittered 
away and the funds of Muslims be 
used to finance terrorism and 
quackery in the name of reli- 
gion.” 

Sheikh Zayed singled out 
Egypt and Algeria, two countries 
where Muslim militants are in 
confrontation with the author- 
ities. He said that formerly most 
Muslim countries were ruled by 
“colonialists, but now we are. 
ruled by our own , and our nations 
are rich in their own.,, do not let 
those of corrupt thought destroy 
the graces we have.” 

In Kuwait, the government 
banned formal celebrations of the 
feast, out of sympathy with the 
families of more than 700 
Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis it says 
are still held by Iraq since the 
invasion of the emirate. 

In honour of ’Eid Al Fitr, 
President Hosni Mubarak par- 
doned 2,000 prisoners who have 
served more than half their jail 
sentences, Egypt’s Middle East 
News Agency reported Tuesday. 

The government-owned agency 
said none of the pardoned prison- 
ers were sentenced on “terror- 
ism”, drugs or vice charges. 

Egypt and other Arab coun- 
tries traditionally release prison- 
ers daring religions feasts. 
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officials expressed their desire to 
raise contacts between the United 
Kingdom and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to a 
higher and permanent level in the 
interest of everyone in the region. 

During his stay in Morocco, 
Mr. Husseini delivered a message 
from Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat to King Hassan II regard- 
ing Moroccan-Palestinian rela- 
tions and the peace process. 

Referring to his visit here, Mr. 
Husseini praised the high level of 
Jordaman-Palestinian coordina- 
tion. He said that this coordina- 
tion was instrumental to the 
peace process. 

Id his meeting with Dr. Abu Jaber 
.Tuesday, th-e two“‘ ; sides 
reviewed ament : contacts- over 
the expellees question in fight of 
invitations sent oat by the United 
States to the Arab and Israeli 
parties to resume negotiations in 
Washington on Apnl 20. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Mr. Husseini and 
Dr. Abu Jaber exchanged views 
on the upcoming meeting of the 
Arab foreign ministers whose 
countries are taking part in the 
peace process. 

The foreign ministers of Leba- 
non, Syria, Jordan and Palestine 
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Trade group report cites services to exporters 


AMMAN (Petra) — An annnal 
report just released by the Jordan 
Trade Association (JTA) on its 
1992 operations pointed out a 
noticeable transformation in the 
services offered by JTA to Jorda- 
nian exporters in helping them to 
open new markets for Jordanian 
products abroad. 

The report, which referred to 
trade fairs organised through 
JTA in several Arab and foreign 
countries last year, said that 
among the more likely importers 
of Jordanian national products 
were Libyan merchants who have 
placed large orders for Jordanian 
goods for 1993. 

A trade fair held in Tripoli last 
year, said the report, resulted in 
Libyan orders for Jordanian- 


made building materials, metal 
pipes, garments of various types, 
refrigerators, medicines and 
veterinary drugs, tissue paper and 
carpets, among other products. 

The Jordanian trade fair held 
in Moscow last September 
opened the way for Russian con- 
sumers and merchants to familia- 
rise themselves with Jordanian 
national products and boost 
Russian-Jordanian trade rela- 
tions, according to the report. ' 

At the Moscow fair, 21 Jorda- 
nian companies displayed sam- 
ples of their consumer products 
which could be traded through 
barter deals for Russian goods, 
the report added. 

The fair also revealed great 
prospects for Jordanian and Rus- 


sian companies to embark on 
joint ventures the report con- 
tinned. 

A large number of Jordanian 
companies have already con- 
cluded transactions with Russian 
importers, the report said. 

Referring to the Jordanian fair 
held in Lebanon last December, 
the refyxnt said 18 Jordanian 
firms displayed many samples, of 
Jordanian industrial products and 
succeeded in concluding deals 
with Lebanese firms and impor- 
ters. i 

Following a study of the Libyan 
and Sudanese markets, the JTA 
has been able to update its in- 
formation about trade irartr-. 
with these two Arab country 
concerning their market needs. 
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Expellees mend their fences 


(Combined from page 1) 

among the expellees since they 
were expelled by Israel Dec. 17. 

Mr. Shruro said he was dele- 
gated by Mr. Jibril personally to 
bring the split to an end on the 
occasion of the feast. 

Many of the exiles burst out of 
their tents to stage folk dances 
when Mr. Shruro made the 
announcement of the reconcilia- 
tion. 

The exiles have been stranded 
between Lebanese and Israeli 
army lines in southeast Lebanon 
since tiner expulsion. 

Israeli helicopters and shells 
disrupted the exiles’ Ramadan 
feast 

Two Cobra helicopter gunships 
fired thousands of cannon rounds 
and four rockets into hills about 
two kilometres southwest of the 
tent-camp. 

Israeli or allied gunners also 
lobbed 14 mortar bombs and 
shells into the hills. The Cobras 
released thermal balloons to 
guard against missile fire as they 
swooped over the tent-camp. 

No shrapnel hit the camp per- 
ched on a rocky hillside. 

But exiles broke off prepara- 
tions for lunch and some said they 
were scared by the 45 minutes of 


shooting. ** 

Security sonrees said the shell- 
ing and air raids may have been 
aimed at guerrillas. But they 
noted Lebanese and Palestinian 
groups had avoided launching 
attadks from that area since the 
exiles arrived m case of retalia- 
tory firing. 

» 

“This is Zionist terrorism... as 
we celebrate but it will not make 
us change our position and win 
not scare us,” expellee leader 
Abdul Aziz Al Rantisi told repor- 
ters after the incident. 

“We are steadfast in our posi- 
tion nntfi die implementation of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799," said Dr. Rantisi. 

The exiles had breakfast- 
together and prayed in the cold 
shortly after sunrise that they 
would return to their families. 

“Today i^a day of joy and not 
sorrow, though mere are two 
sorrows,” prayer leader Sheikh 
Mohammad Abu Zeid told the 
men sitting on a road near their 
camp on their 97th day in exile. " 

“The first sorrow is for our 
nation and for the division it 
suffers and the second sorrow is 
for our women and children who 
celebrate the feast when we are 
away from them,” Sheikh Abu 
Zdd said. 


Oven gas leak fire 
kill 2, injures 6 
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IRBID (J.T.) — Two brothers Abdul Bah died, 
were killed and six other family 

members sustained burns in Six family members, incp own 
Kharja village in Irbid governo- the 55-year-old mother, quality 
rate, as a result of a fire caused by Salem AI Qasem, sustick was 
a g?-.! ea * i11 ? ov ® n - bums. The eldest son o hnwt*v~ 

While the family was preparing family, Kama! Hussein 
an Iftar meal, gas leaked from the mad (30), his wife and 1 10 
oven, causing a fire that engulfed children, Kamal (7), Julie Of the 
the straw ceding of their house, and Mohammad (4) stiffen; writer 
Mohammad Hussein Al Fares nous bums to different paths* 

(21) and Iris 14-year-old brother their bodies. ninated 
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ituially. 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins *2^ 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the ffi 300n m 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. and the 

EXHIBITIONS 2*5 

tV Exhibition entitled the Memory of Sfflt, dfepfaytas traditfc 
Jordanian and Palestinian costnmes, shawls, carpets, poll 

copperwxre, from the Wldad Kawar coOaHon st Ifuracf 

French Cultural Centre. 
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Happy ‘Eid 


pcHUS ENDS Ramadan, and life after the Eid A1 Fitr 
htotiday should go back to normal. But this is a time for 
Arabs and MnsUms to take stock of onr deeds In the 
JJJioIy Month that has just ended. Interpreters of the 
aiy script teU ns during every Ramadan that one of 
Dusting’s basic objectives is to remind ns, through 
til epravation, of the sufferings of the poor in onr midst. 
^Ttanks to an abundance of studies, though, we have 
een reminded weD in advance of the number of poor 
—ad the level of poverty. In fact, apart from those 
r . _ ^eiped by the efforts of the Queen Alia Welfare Fond, 
I /hich is chaired by Princess Basma, and the hidden 
■ A harity of many believers and benevolent men and 
r^yomen, we doubt that the lot of the poor has 
X\n proved. To the contrary, we have been told that the 
efievers — those who fast — will have consumed 
™uring Ramadan at least double their normal monthly 
P^onsnmption which in torn might have led to shortages 
suri certain commodities or increases in their price. The 
al cope therefore that Ramadan, as was originally 
^tended, would be a breakaway from people’s indnlg- 
Ni Jice in gastronomical delights and an occasion for 
Raphdarity and social cohesion, might have been 
im fashed. Unfortunately, Ramadan has become for 
jor<iany of us, an alibi for overindnlgence, overspending 
f<M *nd guest entertainment. The purification that Rama- 
dq an was meant to bring unto our bodies and souls is 
dyms lost in material living, 
alo Hie drcnmstances in which the early Muslim 
na jliyahedeen observed Ramadan are surely very diffe- 
m ^nt today. Yet the spirit Is stfll the same. Ramadan is 
attended to be a month of testing both the body and 
Mc^irit of the individual and for solidarity among toe 
ed ^thful. The fact that one-third of Jordan’s population 
**1 under the fre should have made Ramadan 

wh n occasiou for the country to reduce consumption by 
adiird to reduce the overall consumption of the country 
lnd compensate the poor. This is not a matter that can 
enforced by legislation. The observance of a true 
R ama d a n can only be achieved through individuals’ 
emcep lmd-^&ading of the spirit of fasting. Leaders of 
Kalie community need to pay special attention to this and 
. jevke better means of persuasion to transmit the true 
Message to Ramadan. 

C g" The fact that Muslim countries cannot agree on a 
. > inform date for the ( Eid is another symptom of the 
disorientation of the Muslim Ununa. At this late date 
f scientific accomplishments, where the new moon 
pan be calculated to a split second accuracy, it is very 
erptadng to see Muslims disagree on the start of the 
lonth or its end. 

On this first day of the ‘Eid in Jordan, the second in 
lany neighbouring countries, we wish everyone 
appir • r J more meaningful returns of the holy 
lonth. 
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DUSTOUR Arabic daily Tuesday discussed the situation in the 
rjwupied Arab territories where die Israelis have been stepping 
their crimes against the Palestinian population. It is regrettable 
tat as the world is moving to end racial discrimination in South 
P*frica it is at the same time witnessing an escalation of atrocities 
“y the Israeli authorities against the oppressed people of 
'®*alcstine. said *' * remitted by Israel against 

^e Palesti... process and are bound 

J*i fuel hatred among tne peopi<= a oi the region, the paper said. 

erhaps the most conspicuous aspect of racial discrimination, as 
stvaetked by Israel, was the Jewish state's expulsion of the 
'Palestinian people from their land as King Hussein said in his 
' fl tessage to the United Nations Monday, said the paper. It said 
Atari's Jwha\iou> Li creating new obstacles in die path of 
a feace and ruining all chances of peaceful coexistence, moderation 
—id tolerance among the people of this region. While Jordan 
rmands a continued struggle against racial discrimination and 
led c ' • •* about peace, ! ,s e Kingdom at 

, tc mm., ..I... .vjMiiufi Oi all fonr^j of repression 

jamst the Palestinians. The paper said that Jordan is under a 
Elective effort on the part of die world community to create a 
orld dominated by peace cooperation, stability and security. 

A colonmnist in Al Ra’i daily urged Parliament to finalise the 
raft landlord and tenant law with a view to serving justice in 
rciety. The draft law now being examined by the Judiriaiy 
'■'immittee of the Lower House of Parliament is essential to put 
: end to the confusion in the process of renting homes, said 
- r faa Malhas. The existing law grants the tenant the right to 
old on to the rented home, paying the same amount of rent for 
,f er as if he owns the house, said the writer. She said that it is 
nly fair that the new draft law serve justice to the landlord whose 
rated property might be the only source of income for. his living, 
.t the same time, one should point out the excesses of the 
mdlords who are trying to evict the present tenants, in order to 
:t their properties to expatriates woo have no shelter and are 
tiling to pay exorbitant rent just to find a home as a temporary 
nangement until matters improve, the writer continued. This 
reediness is not an acceptable practice on the part of the 
lodkttds who willingly had let their properties to the present 
inant for a rent that was considered fair and just years ago, the 
riter added. The draft law, said the writer, would also do justice 
t those tenants who own thier own homes but cannot evict those 
ho occupy than homes but cannot evict those who occupy them 
nder the terms of the present law. The writer said that the 
ari iament’s Judiciary Committee has a moral responsibility to 
ork in a manner that would do justice to society. 


By Rich MiUer 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — It's time for 
the United States and its allies to 
put up or shut up and back 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s 
democratic and economic re- 
forms with hard cash, say West- 
ern officials. 

Bat as they come to that harsh 
conclusion, the question that has 
plagued them for months re- 
mains: where will the money 

come from? 

“We’re looking for pots of 
money but there aren’t that many 
around,” said one U.S. official. 

President Bill CKntou and lead- 
ers of other industrial nations 
rushed out statements of support 
for Mr. Yeltsin and his reforms 
after the Russian leader attacked 
the country’s conservative parlia- 
ment head-on Saturday in a final 
struggle for power. 

But analysts said that those 
words are likely to prove hollow 
if the Group of Seven — Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States — 
don’t follow them up with specific 
promises of assistance. * 

Foreign and finance ministers 
from the G-7 are expected to 
.meet next month to try to put 
together a package of support for 
Russia’s economic reforms before 
the April 25 referendum called by 
Mi. Yeltsin to decide who rules 
the country. 

Monetary sources said that 
Russia mi gh t need around $14 
billion in foreign financing this' 
year to help bay essential imports 
and avoid a complete economic 
breakdown. 

It won't be easy to find that 
sort of money. The finances of 
many of the G-7 nations, particu- 
larly die United States, Ger- 
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many, Italy and Britain, are 
already stretched and they will be 
hard-pressed to come up with 
new cash for Russia. 

The United States has said it 
plans to increase its aid for Russia 
m the fiscal 1994 U.S. budgetthat 
begins on Oct, 1 to 700 million 
from about $300 milli on. 


But to act sooner than that, the 
Clinton administration would 
have to declare a budget 
emergency — a move that might 
be hard to sell to a wary electo- 
rate demanding cuts in the blo- 
ated U.S. budget. 

To try to get around the 
budgetary problems, the United 


States and its allies are exploring 
using an obscure mechanism of 
the International Monetary Fund 
to aid Russia that is already in 
place but which is reserved for 
world financial emergencies. 

The mechanism, knows as the 
General Arrangements to Bor- 
row, contains more than $23 bil- 


lion. But its terms would have to 
be altered by rich nations to allow 
it to be used to help Russian 
labourers thrown out of work by 
reforms or fund corporate res- 
tructuring by Russia’s state- 
downed 'finns. 

• U.S. officials said the adminis- 
tration is also trying to break the 


logjam that has held op an *grc* 
meat to reschedule some 58Q 
million in foreign debt run up by 
the former Soviet Union. 

Arrears on that debt have con-" 
tinned to pile up. Until they in 
sorted out through a resc 
agreement, the United 
faces big difficulties in extending 
oew credits to Russia to biqr 
American grain and other farm' 
products. 

*‘We have a problem,” U.S.L 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Eqpy 
saS recently. “We want to feed 
our friend Russia, but AmerioflF. 
taxpayers should also expect that 
these commercial sales program- 
mes have some integrity." 

A rescheduling agreement bsr : 
been partly held upbecause Rus- 
sia and Ukraine have been unable 
to agree on who fa responsible for., 
paying the debt. 

Faced with such difficulties in 
trying to put together a package 
of support for Russia, the G-7 
already have begun sniping .at 
each other over who is responsi- 
ble. 

Japan, which has been wary of. 
extending aid to Moscow became f 
of a long-standing territorial dis- 
pute dating back to the end of 
World War II, has taken much erf 
die blame. 

“We have to see dearly that 
the Japanese are the main obsta- 
cles” German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkei said in Bonn. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher admitted that any 
realistic programme to aid Russia 
“won’t be cheap” but that tin' 
United States and its allies had 
little choice. 

“We can't afford to do other- 
wise,” Mr. Christopher told die 
World Affairs Council of Chica- 
go. “This fa the greatest strategic 
challenge of our time.” 


Settlements mushroom 
despite Rabin’s pledge 

Israeli building projects in the occupied 
territories boom in defiance of the U.S. 


By Sarah Helm 
JEWISH settlement in the 
Israeli-occupied territories is ex- 
panding rapidly, nine months af- 
ter the election -of the new 
Labour government which prom- 
ised to cut back new settlement. 

The policy of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has fallen far short 
of the significant curbs which 
were understood to be his inten- 
tion when the U.S. released the 
first $2 billion (£1.4 billion) slice 
of $10 billion in loan guarantees 
after he was elected In June, 
according to Western analysts, 
Palestinian leaders and human 
rights monitors. 

The U.S. undertook to guaran- 
tee commercial loans for building 
homes for new Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union, so 
long as these homes were not 
built in the occupied territories. 
Although no written conditions 
were attached to die U.S. deci- 
sion to release the loan guaran- 
tees, analysts say the new U.S. 
administration does have discre- 
tion to lop loans “dollar for dol- 
lar” if Israel spends them on 
settlements. The U.S. adminis- 
tration will have to decide ahead 
of the new financial year in Octo- 
ber whether to penalise Israel for 
continued building' by holding 
back sums from the next $2 bil- 
lion instalment. 

U.S. loan guarantees were 
frozen when the previous Likud 
government was in power, in 
order to pot pressure on Israel to 
halt its settlement drive in the 
lands seized daring the Israeli- 
Arab war of 1967. A new dispute 
over U.S. loan guarantee would 
be highly embarrassing to the 
Israeli prune minister, Yitzhak 


Rabin, who counts Israel's im- 
proved relations with the U.S. as 
the prime achievement of his first 
months in office. 

Evidence of con tinned build- 
ing, and plans for bmkfing, sug- 
gest that Mr. Rabin has not en- 
tirely repudiated die Likud poli- 
cies. Rather, he has rationalised 
and refocused- 'secdement, con^ 
centrating less on building in re-’ 
mote West Bank areas which he 
calls “political” settlements, and 
continuing efforts to settle Jews 
on West Bank lands nearer Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Rabin has promised not to 
build any new settlements. But 
Western observers say this pledge 
is a smokescreen, “with 144 set- 
tlements, many tiny, and scat- 
tered all over the West Bank, 
there fa no need to build new 
ones. What we are watching fa 
expansion of existing ones,” said 
one analyst. Observers criticise 
Mr. Rabin’s new settlement poli- 
cy on three grounds: First, it fa 
“delayed” not immediate; second 
it fa “partial” and does not cover 
all occupied territories; and third, 
it fa only a “slow down” and not a 
halt. 

It fa “delayed” because even in 
areas to which curbs will even- 
tually apply, there fa no evidence 
yet of any change. Hie prime 
minister made dear last summer 
that before he introduced any 
new curbs he would allow com- 
pletion of 11,000 buildings winch 
he says were started under the 
previous government and must be 
finished. 

The number was less than the 
16,000 planned by the Likud, 
Labour said, but it nevertheless 
constitutes the largest single 


dunk of construction carried out 
by Israel in the occupied territor- 
ies since 1967. 

“The result fa that at die mo- 
ment ft seems like a massive 
building boom out there,” said 
one Western diplomat. Just filling 
die 11,000 units mil increase the 
Jewish population in the West 


“partial” because they do not 
apply to large tracts of the West 
Buik around Jerusalem or to 
annexed East Jerusalem. Here 
large-scale construction fa con- 
tinuing unabated, and die hous- 
ing minister, Benjamin Ben 
Ehezer has made dear that he' 
intends to intensify settlement in 
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Bank and Gaza by 60,000. It fa” this area as- soon .as .there are 

_ - ... -a AAA » 4 / 1 - ”• ■ 


currently about 110,000. 

The buildings are going up 
mostly in large settlements. But 
tiny settlements in remote areas 
are being quadrupled in size. The 
Jewish settlements of Hi, for 
example, near Nablus in the 
north, has 70 lived-in units now, 
and another 400 arc currently 
under construction, according to 
fignres produced by Peace Now, 
the Israeli pressure group. 

Labour ministers describe this 
building as “residual.” However, 
according to Peace Now, new 
building has also begun in several 
remote West Bank areas since 
June: in Itamar, near Nablus, in 
Naaie near RamaUah in the cen- 
tral West Bank, and in Telem, 
near Hebron to the south. 

It fa not only the house building 
but road building which has con- 
tinned. At eight-kiloinetre (five- 
mile) road has been completed 
since June between Eli and its 
neighbouring settlement of ShSo. 
A new road is being completed 
between the main road and Shilo. 
Peace Now says all this work fa a 
waste of government funds be- 
came there fa no demand to live 
in these remoter settlements. As 
the government has promised to 
reduce incentives for people to 
live in these areas, the units will 
not be sold. 

The intended cuts are only 


funds available. 

Since he was elected, Mr. 
Rabin, has defined a new Jeru- 
salem boundary, which goes far 
wider than the existing municipal 
boundary, calling “greater Jeru- 
salem” and stretching from 
RamaUah to the north to near 
Hebron in the south. On average 
this arbitrary boundary traces a 
10-mile radius around the existing 
municipal boundary, although in 
some places it goes out even 
further. Inside it are the majority 
of the big West Bank settlements, 
and 70 per cent of the settler 
population. 

According to Peace Now, as 
much as S600 million fa being 
spent on house construction and 
infrastructure in settlements, not 
including building in East Jeru- 
salem and not inducting the cost 

to the government of financing 

incentives and security. 

Finally, the settlement curb fa 
only a “slowdown” because even 
in areas to which it does apply, it 
only applies to building activities 
which are using government 
funds. Private oi municipal 
money can still be used to start 
new braiding, if die land is made 
available. Peace Now say there fa 
already strong evidence of private 
house bnikting in several West 

Bank settlements- 

The Independent. 


Mideast: So much for the 
sellers’ good intentions 


By Christophe Carle 

PA?.IS — Soon after the Gulf 
war it became fashionable to 
argue that new opportunities had 
opened to control expo r ts of con- 
ventional weapons to the Middle 
East. Iraq had been armed to the 
teeth by Soviet and Western arms 
sales — but never again. There 
ensued a series of proposals to 
promote stability by means of 
“ restrain t” and “transparency" in 
conventional weapons transfers. 

Presidents George Bush ami 
Francois Mitterrand each put for- 
ward an initiative to that end. 
Prime Minister John Major and 
Brian Mulroney chimed in, as did 
the Japanese government, and 
the United Nations set about 
working on a global register of 
arms sales. Russia ana China 
agreed to join France, the United 
States and Britain in so-called P-5 
talks on exports of conventional 
weapons. Nearly two years 
bence, the time has come to draw 
op the dfarnal balance sheet of 
these initiatives. 

The P-5 talks produced nothing 
substantial. Advance notice of 
conventional arms sales among 


the five proved too much to ask 
for. It was impossible to agree on 
what constitutes “destabilising” 
weapons sab. Arms export con- 
tracts over the last two years 
reasserted an unspoken motto: 
“What I sell is stabilising, but 
what others sell is destabilising.’ 1 
In the end, the five could do no 
better than to issue a statement 
reiterating policy on weapons of 
mass destruction. In any case. 
China withdrew from the talks 
after U.S. and French sales of 
fighter aircraft to Taiwan. 

“Restraint” fared no better. 
The litany of U.S. conventional 
'aims sales to the Middle East 
after the Gulf war fa long. But the 
United States does not deserve 
undivided blame. Other sup- 
pliers, primarily Russia, France 
and Britain, rushed with equal 
gluttony to make a meal of the 
crumbs left behind. 

On the other hand, the much- 
vaunted aim of “transparency” in 
the arms trade is an outright 
success. It fa also a farce, Expor-. 
tors flaunt their performances 
against competitors with uncon- 
cealed delight The big conven- 


tional arms deals what truly mat- 
ter to international security are 
not the secretive work of ffy-by- 
mght operators. U.S. arms sales 
probably get the least attention 
simply bemuse there are so many 
that they become monotonous. 
Less successful exporters blow 
harder into a smaller trumpet. 
Much gloating followed Britain’s 
sale of Tornado aircraft to Saudi 
Arabia, Challenger-2 tanks to 
Oman, and France’s sale of Lec- 
lerc tanks to the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Russia fa quite candid about its. 
need to export arms for hard 
currency, and even asks for pre- 
ferential access to some of the 
more lucrative markets. But its 
post-Gulf war weapons sales to 
the Middle East amount to about 
one-tenth the value of U.S. deals. 

If a folly operative U-N. global 
arms trams register existed, it 
could scarcely do better than to 
register the fact that the Gulf war 
has done the arms trade no harm. 

With jobs and recovery at stake 
in tiie West and Russia in (fire 
economic straits, sales will con- 
tinue until markets are saturated. 


This wQl happen in the Middle 
East before it does in Asia. Butin 
the end. the export bonanza will 
only be a reprieve for arms indus- 
tries now heading for a post-cold 
wax' crash diet — unless one of 
today’s favourite clients turns 
against the hands that furbished it 
with weaponry, becomes a new 
“rogue state,” and starts the cycle 
anew. 

Grand schemes for regulating 
the arms trade raise unrealistic 
expectations. Better to make it 
dear that the P-5, and other 
countries, need arms industries. 
These industries, in turn, need to 
get healthier and leaner, and they 
will require export markets.' 

Conventional weapons trans- 
fers will continue to involve a 
special combination of sales- 
manship and statesmanship. But 
since the Gulf war, salesmanship 
has had the upper hand in the 
Middle East. The time has come 
to weigh carefully the genuine 
military ntifity of further sales, 
and to take a hard look at the 
political stability of the regimes of 
major recipient countries. 

International Herald Tribune 


By Michael Perry 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Prime Minister Paul 
Keating’s shock election win on 
March 13 confirmed a dramatic 
change in Australia’s political 
landscape to which his Labour 
Party has astutely adapted, 
analysts say. 

Mfr. Keating’s triumph has 
been hailed as one of the greatest 
political victories in Australian 
history and an ex tra or din ary per- 
sonal achievement which has made 
Labour appear the natural party 
of government. 

A cornerstone of Mr. Keating's 
campaign was his hammering of 
the conservative Liberal-National 
coalition's unpopular plans for a ' 
15 per cent consumption tax. Mr. 
Keating said the tax would wreck 
tiie country's egalitarian founda- 
tions. 

But a more important factor, 
analysts say, was the evolution of 
Australian society, to which 
Labour adapted during its 10- 
year rule — unlike the conservar 
tives. 

Under former leader Bob 
Hawke and now Mr. Kerning, 
Labour slowly shifted political 
ground, embracing a potpourri of 
newly important social and eco- 
nomic groups, such as women, 
migrants and artists as well as the 
party’s traditional working-class 
core. 

Former liberal leader John Ho- 
ward, who will challenge opposi- 
tion leader John Hewson in a 
party ballot Tuesday, admits 
Labour in the 1990s fa far re- 
moved from its Socialist roots. 

“The Labour Party... in the 
1990s resonates more directly 
with the Social Democratic par- 
ties of Europe and the Democra- 
tic Party of the United States tiian 
it does to the bid British Labour 
Party or the old Australian 
Labour Party,” he said. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 


newspaper said in a commentary: 
“They (Labour) have taken over 
the centre ground so completely 
that, for much of the past 10 
years, the conservative forces 
have been discredited and di- 
vided.” 

The conservatives had little 
choice but to move further right, 
embracing the monetarism of for- 
mer British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher and former U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan. They 
adopted a new leader — Hewson, 
a former economics professor 
with a dry, inflexible ideology. 

fin contrast, Mr. Keating, a free 
marketeer treasurer in the 1980s, 
.softened his image and pursued a 
social policy agenda. 

Mr. Keating talked of Austra- 
lia’s sense of manhood, of becom- 
ing a republic by 2001, of multi- 
culturafesm, of child care as a 
major political issue, of universal 
health care, and of reconciliation 
with indigenous aborigines. 

He said Labour would “reach 
down and lift up” the poor, die 
unemployed and underpri4$ 
vileged, Y 

Analysts said the conservatives 
failed to recognise that while 
people wanted solutions to the 
record 1.05 million unemployed 
and the feeble economic recov- 
ery, they also wanted a caring 
government — or at least one 
that sounded caring. 

They said the coalition misread 
society and paid the ultimate 
price. 

Australia fa no longer purely an 
Anglo-Saxon society, divided 
along working-class lines, but a 
complex and evolving umlticulto- 
ral society searching for a new 
identity as it nears the turn of the 
century. 

In tifa book "reinventing An- ; 
stralia," social researchers Hugh i; 
MacKay says Australia is under- 
going an unprecedented social, 
cultural, political, economic and 
technological change. 
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New trade rules? 

To the Editor: 


the 


A **** continuing economic debate in 

Pleasure in sending you a copy of a new 
Shell publication ‘Liberalisation, Foreign Investment and Econo- 

^ W dtief economist of the Shell 

^u^see Wedaado- page A) I hope that it wfll provide useful 
for yom ^important debate about the future economic 
direction of Jordan. 


As I o bserve t he selective reinstatement of tariff protection, 
e^g . tor dc tci geiits, I wonder if Jordan industry will ever be forced 
tobecOTie efficient. I have visited Syria and Saudi Arabia 

5* P®* ^ ***** 606 1 ^vc to register that 
a f ?™ 1 5 laWc arsenal of private industry brnkSHn both 
countries, that « setting new competitive levefa foTS region. 

J ord ® n,an companies seem not to be preparing 

bSS <eg - 

a period. of tarnation for both governments and 
“ a P cn ? d of turbulence for many industries as the 
says fa 

111 Jon * an *° raise tbc ey« of indnstrialiris to 

K. jff’g,” a to the Old Iraqi protocol ha, to be a 

Syria, more goods fr4 Turkey, 
woman. to oe sending a paper written by a 


WJLN. Craig, 
Shell Osankab, 

Amman. 
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ByDmAnne Julius 

• The mood in developing 
countries has changed. The 
1960s talk of “ export pessim- 
ism ” — the notion that open 
trade would penalise poorer 
countries — has gone. Now 
the trade-oriented successes 
of Korea and Hong Kong are 
models to be emulated. 

Gone is the view of the 
1970s that direct investment 
by foreign companies means 
exploitation and economic 
dependency. Nationalisation 
of industries has proved far 
less successful than, for ex- 
ample, the growth strategies 
of Singapore and Taiwan — 
both led by foreign direct 
investment (FDI). 

Going too , if not already 
gone , is the frustration and 
despair caused bv the debt 
burdens of the 1980s. Coun- 
tries such as Chile and Mex- 
ico have shown that there is a 
way out. Renewing stable 
growth is the key , and this is 
being achieved partly by 
attracting foreign investment 
and flight capital back into 
the country. The privatisa- 
tion of state-owned com- 
panies and debt/equity swaps 
have sped the process. 

The new mood is one of 
optimism and pragmatism — 
a determination, to try new 
policies and to make up for 
lost time. 

The growth of FDI that has 
occurred globally over the 
last decade is quite remark- 
able. Between 1982 and 1992' 
total FDI flows grew at an 
average annual rate of more, 
than 20 per cent. Most of this 
growth took place among the 
industrialised countries of 
Europe. North America and 
Japan. But recently. FDI into 
Latin America and Asia has 
also- begun toincrease^ 

This paper discusses global 
trends in FDI fir om the point 
of view of the private investor 
and examines the new role of 
governments in creating the 
right conditions for invest- 
ment. It also looks to the 
future. If the new mood in 
the developing countries can 
be translated into new and 
sustained policies that prom- 
ote private sector investment 

— both domestic and foreign 

— what might this mean for 
cross-border investment ‘ 
Bows and economic growth? 

From an international 
company's point of view, 
trade and foreign investment 
are simply two ways to reach 
a foreign market. The com- 
pany may invest and produce 
at home, and export its pro- 
duct. Alternatively it may in- 
vest, produce and sell directly 
in that foreign market. In 
practice, there are many 
combinations between these 
extremes. But whatever the 
particular combination, for 
the private sector, trade and 
FDI are two reinforcing ways 
to reach and link distant mar- 
kets. 

Large international com- 
panies exhibit complex and 
varied patterns of invest- 
ments and production across 
their markets. More than a 
quarter of international trade 
involves cross-border ship- 
ment of goods between parts 
of the same company. 

For most of the post-war 
■ period , trade was the domi- 
nant link between markets. 
Following successive rounds 
of trade liberalisation 
through the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), world trade grew 


rapidly , and economic 
growth followed. 

In the early 1980s. howev- 
er, a new dynamic took over. 
Led by the United States , 
Britain and Japan , the de- 
veloped countries began to 
liberalise the largest and most 
heavily regulated part of their 
economies: Their service sec- 
tors. These sectors were 
opened to international com- 
petition and a wave of foreign 
investment rushed in to take 
advantage of the new oppor- 
tunities. Because services 
such as banking and telecom- 
munications are hard to trade 
directly, FDI was the prefer- 
red route. As a result, since 
1982. global FDI has been 
growing four times as fast as 
world trade (Figure 1). 

In 1990 . world trade total- 
led $3.8 trillion. By compari- 
son the production of 
foreign-owned firms in other 
countries was $4.4 trillion. Of 
the two ways to reach foreign 
markets, international pro- 
duction has become more im- 
portant than international 
trade. While there are many 
particular companies and 
countries for which this is not 
true, in the case of the USA , 
U.S.-owned affiliates abroad 
sell more than twice as much 
as the country exports. 

The ultimate vision , Unk- 
ing trade and investment, is 
that of one world market. 
Just as the nations of the 
world are learning to see the 
physical environment as one 
interrelated whole — as they 
affirmed at the Rio Confer- 
ence in 1992 — so they may 
come to recognise the im- 
mense benefits that would be 
created Bom a single world 
market in which all compete 
and consume. 

That may seem a distant 
vision, but parts of it - are ‘ 


This example illustrates 
how an integrated world mar- 
ket may eventually develop 
for many other products and 
service sectors. In such a 
market, the consumer — the 
individual or the firm — can 
select exactly the right pro- 
duct from a range of worid- 
class suppliers. And the pro- 
ducer — even of the most 
specialised niche product — 
can reach enough customers' 
worldwide to make a profit. 
The growth .and productivity 
benefits of such specialisation 
and global competition are 
hard to overestimate. 

Today, the question for 
governments is how to cap- 
ture the benefits of global 
competition. What kind of 
policies can induce die pri- 
vate sector — both domestic 
and foreign — to invest in 
and trade from a particular 
country? 

This is not just a question 
for the governments of de- 
veloping countries. Over the 
last year, it has been an 
important part of the political 
debate in the USA. in 
Sweden, in Brirain, and now 
in Germany. According to a 
German government spokes- 
man. the Solidarity Pact talks 
among politicians, trade un- 
ions and industry aim lL to 
ensure the competitiveness of 
Germany as an investment 
location in the 1990s”. 

However, for the Less De- 
veloped Countries (LDCs), 
the question of how to attract 
private investment is particu- 
larly important. Their experi- 
ence or the 1980s is not an 
encouraging, one. While the 
developing countries as a 
group just maintained their 
share of world trade (Figure 
2), they attracted very little 
of the mucbjargprjpcrease in M , 
world PDI (Figure 3). 
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already visible. For example , 
over the past 20 years the 
global telephone network . 
the faesmile machine, and 
cable and satellite television 
have built a 24 hour per day, 
single world market in com- 
munication and information. 
This market was not created 
by governments. It was the 
private sector that: 

• Developed the technolo- 
gy 1 

• Financed the invest- 
ments; and 

• Sold the products. 

The real impetus to move 

towards a global market 
came when governments 
privatised their telecom- 
munications companies and 
exposed them to the spur of 
international competition by 
opening their local protected 
monopolies — the process 
known as liberalisation (in- 
stall). 
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Why was this so? Private 
capital is not invested where 
it is unwanted or where the 
rules are unfavourable. Yet' 
recently, in many developing 
countries, attitudes and rules 
are changing. The recent fi- 
gures on FDI into Latin 
America illustrate what can 
happen when the rules 
change , when growth pros- 
pects improve and the doors 
open (Figure 4). 

According to provisional 
figures for 1991 ; Latin Amer- 
ica overtook East Asia as a 
foreign investment destina- 
tion and foreign inflows 
accounted for 5.5 per cent of 
total investment. This is still 
lower than the 8 per cent of 
its total investment- that the 
USA receives from abroad . 
or Britain’s 13 per cent. But it 
compares very well with the 
1990 LDC average of 3.3 per 
cent. 

Governments have a critic- 
al role to play in this process. 
It is a new role for many of 
them. Rather than planning, 
con trolling and allocating in- 
vestment resources; govern- 
ments are now trying to facili- 
tate, to enable and to widen 
the choices for investment 
that are open to their private 
sectors. In addition, rather 
than offering subsidies or 
special incentives to attract 
FDI , they are working to 
establish the right "climate** 
for investment by: 

• Reducing government 
deficits to control inBation; 

a Developing a clear legal 
and commercial framework 


— together with procedures 
to enforce it; 

• Building a high calibre 
public administration, free of 
corruption; 

• Making the currency 
convertible; 

' • Simplifying the tax sys- 
tem; and 

• Cutting tariffs and re- 
moving trade quotas. 

• Much of this involves 
new legislation to dismantle 
old barriers, both within the 
country itself and with its 
trade partners. The increas- 
ing participation of LDCs in 
the GATT negotiations and 
the growing number signing 

. bilateral investment treaties 
are encouraging moves in this 
direction. 

Through bitter experience, 
economists know how risky it 
is to predict the future. In- 
stead of predictions, one 
large company approach to 
strategic planning is to use 
scenarios. These scenarios 
are “stories” about alterna- 
tive possible futures and what 
they would mean for the busi- 
ness. These are not forecasts . 
but are built with a "what if' 
logic that proceeds from 
assumptions derived Bom the 
present, to implications ab- 
out a certain kind of future. If 
such an approach is used to 
develop a scenario for FDI 
over the next 30 years, what 
would this “ picture ” of the 
future reveal? What would be 
the impact on economic 
growth in the developing 
countries of the liberalisation 
process now underway? 

Thirty years may seem a 
surprisingly long perspective 
to take for this exercise. 
However the time horizon 
must fit the issue under 
analysis. The decision to in- 
; vest in a foreign country is 
viewed by most companies as 
a serious long-term commit- 
ment. It is a commitment not 
just of shareholders ’ capital, 
but also of other scarce re- 
sources, such as technical ex- 
pertise and management 
time. 

All these costs are incurred 
Bom the outset of the ven- 
ture, while the benefits 
generally accrue only over 
the subsequent years. 

In the meantime, in addi- 
tion to the usual technical 
and commercial risks that an 
investment at home faces, 
there will be foreign ex- 
change risks and unfamiliar 
macroeconomic and political 
risks associated with foreign 
investments. 

For all these reasons, fore- 
ign investment decisions re- 
quire a long-term perspec- 
tive. 

Over the long term, it is 
likely to that FDI will be 
driven by the same forces 
that were at work in the 
1980s. The fastest growing 
sectors and recipient coun- 
tries were those where the 
policy environment had been 
liberalised. In the 1980s. 
these were the service sectors 
in the industrialised coun- 
tries; for example, the dereg- 
ulated banks and privatised 
telecommunications com- 
panies. 

Where is policy liberalisa- 
tion likely to proceed fastest 
and furthest in the 1990s? It is 
impossible to predict . but one 
plausible scenario is that it 
will be in the developing 
countries. Chile was one of 
the first to set itself on the 
path of market-oriented de- 
velopment. That path inevit- 
ably includes a greater role 
for the private sector and. 
more open policies towards 
trade and foreign investment. 
In many other countries — 
both in Latin America and 
beyond — the shift towards 
economic liberalisation is 
gathering force. 

A key effect of successful 
economic liberalisation is to 
raise the return on invest- 
ment. By fireezng business 
Bom unnecessary regulation, 
and stimulating competition 
between public and private 
sectors , the productivity- of 
investment will increase, and 
will: 

• Yield more output per 
dollar invested; and 
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. ^ Stimulate •» higher share* 
of investment out of total 
income. 

• Governments around the 
world are taking steps to 
liberalise their economies, 
opening up new opportuni- 
ties for business. Companies 
around the world are reasses- 
sing their investment 
strategies, seeking to better 
position themselves for the 
global marAret that is emerg- 
ing. This is a period of transi- 
tion for both governments 
and companies. It is a period 
of turbulence for many indus- 
tries as the rules of their 
marketplace change and as 
new competitors enter. New 
patterns of specialisation, 
both for companies and for 
countries , will eventually 
take shape, but the process is 
too dynamic and comp/ex to 
be foreseen clearly. 

At the core of this process 
is FDI. 

Together with trade, it is a 
key vehicle for the integra- 
tion of markets across nation- 
al borders. After the rapid 
growth of FDI during the last 
decade, international produc- 
tion — the result of FDI — is 
now larger than international 
trade. Governments of rich 
and poor countries alike have 
become convinced that their 
long-term growth and em- 
ployment prospects depend 
on creating an attractive cli- 
mate for private investment 
— both Bom domestic and 
foregin sources. 

If the impressive progress 
in liberalisation made by de- 
veloping countries can be sus- 
tained, then the coming de- 
cades may bring an equally 
impressive shift in cross- 
border investment towards 
those countries. By the year 
2020 , half of the world FDI 
could be attracted to de- 
veloping countries, compared 
to less than 20 percent today. 
The total inflow to LDCs 
could be some 13 times lar- 
ger , in real terms, thin it was 
in 1990. Such flows could 
support, and are consistent 


with, economic growth in the 
developing world of 5-6 per 
cent per year. 

To bring about such a sce- 
nario requires long-term 
commitment. 

Companies must commit 
their shareholders' capital, 
their technology and their 
skilled people to develop new 
business in distant markets. 
Governments must commit 
to continuing the politically 
difficult process of economic 
liberalisation: To opening 
sector after sector of the eco- 
nomy to new competitors, 
both domestic and foreign. 

If such commitments can 
be made and kept, then 
together we can reap the 
growth potential from build- 
ing an increasingly integrated 
world community. 
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Thoughts for this week 

him 

Yon cannot climb the ladder of success with cold feet of 
fear — ANONYMOUS. 

Words are the most powerful drug used by mankind 
Rudyard Kipling , English writer (1865-1936). 
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ON ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONEERING: The Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, as should be expected, does not 
need early campaigning for the next national elections. It is 
strong enough to just start early preparations for the 
campaign, and that is exactly what die Brothers seem to be 
doing. According to candidates who have felt the pang s of 
the tactics of this preparation, the movement has periodi- 
cally spread the rumour that a certain candidate, say Mr. 
X, none other than an Islamist Bom a prominent tribe in a 
particular constituency , is going to be their candidate in the 
elections. Immediately the other prospective candidates 
would start attacking, even slandering, Mr. X, until toey 
alienate his whole tribe. Then the movement would spread 
another rumour that they don’t think that Mr. X is really 
the man they want so they are going to nominate Mr. Z, 
who happens to be Bom another important tribe. The other 
candidates, as if on cue, begin campaigning against Mr. Z 
using the same methods they used with Mr. X, and before 
long the other prospective candidates find themselves in a 
bind. By attacking tribal scions they will have alienated 
many families Bom their region, leaving then votes to hang 
in the balance. In the meantime the movement has nor 
actually announced its real candidate and thus has in- 
creased the likelihood that the alienated tribes wOl vote for 
him. “I actually responded to their tactics for a while 
before I realised that I was actually undermining my own 
strength among voters with only the slightest effort by the 
Brotherhood's tacticians,” one prospective candidate said. 
“Now I have learnt my lesson, and whenever their rumour 
min is working I just turn oblivious to what is happening 
a round me." 


ELECTIONS MEMORABILIA: Before the fever of the 
upcoming elections reaches a high pitch, a deputy who 
intends to stand for reelection tells the Diary why there are 
many more candidates than seats at poll time. “You tell 
these people (candidates) that they are not going to win 
and they should save their money and effort but to no 
avail, ” he says. “ They want to run Uke crazy. ” But then our 
friend, the deputy, stops for a minute and reflects. " The 
mesmerising effect of seeing one's picture and signs 
carrying your name strewn all around town is fun,” he 
recalls. “ I remember I used to go out driving very late at 
night and Bash the lights of my car on my pictures and just 
look, totally enchanted. " Of course , he does not fail to 
mention that “my moments of dreaming did not make me 
mice the reality of my standing. I won.” 


BACK ON TRACK: Not long ago the diary reported that a 
certain journalist who works for a weekly newspaper was 
arrested for forcing a homosexual act on a minor. At the 
tim e the controversy was not just that be was a well-known 
jourqalist, not that be was homosexual, and not that he 
lacked up the boy off the street after he accepted a measly 
JD 3 for the act. The funny part was that the boy was able 
to place a complaint against the journalist at the police 
station and get out scot-free because be was a minor. Now 
the updated news is that the whole case was dropped. 
Why? Reportedly because the journalist could not be made 
solely responsible for this behaviour especially since the act 
was done with the consent of the boy. There is of course no 
such forgiving or lenient law , say, in the U.S., but is it 
possible anywhere that the boss of any man committing a 
crime of misdemeanor would visit him at his house after he 
is released Bom prison? This is exactly what happened to 
our unfortunate, unlucky and unabashed colleague. 


Hr ft & a . 
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SCOOPS, SCOOPS: While on the subject of the journalists ie 
and the press, Akhbar AJ Usbou weekly newspaper m 
scooped both television and the government tins past week. « 
On tne first count, the weekly criticised television not only ‘£ 
for running prize-winning Ramadan quizzes but also for the ,c 
sale of the answers to these quizzes in bookstores for a 
certain amount of money in broad daylight. To make sure d 
that no one gets an unfair advantage, the weekly published ie 
in full tiie answers, which are of course supposed to be kept » 
secret until the fasting month is over , naturally for the it 
benefit of those “ who stiff follow these (sBIy) program- m i 
mes. ” That was one scoop. The other scoop was a bit more ** I 
ambiguous. Two days before the newspaper was to produce :T 
its next edition, its editor-in-chief joined other newspaper 
editors for an off-the-record meeting with a very senior ~ 
offida/. Those meetings are usually limited to the four daily \ 
newspapers, precisely because bigger group meetings i 
meant bigger and certain leaks. Probably sensing the 
off-the-record briefing wOl filter to the public eventually 
anyway, Akhbar AJ Usbou was quick to divulge even its 
tiniest details. The newspaper, however, was clever enough 
to compartmentalise the details, publishing each bit on one 
page but in a different space, under different headlines. 
The senior official must indeed be pleased that his time was 
not wasted. 

ft B ft 

GUFFAW AT HOME: The Jordan Times is known to 
shun sensationalism and to stick to ethics and quality 
in presenting news and views. No such luck was 
encountered in one story published last week, howev- 
er. A story headlined “Jordan banks stay cool to CD 
scheme ” and published on the economy page of the 
March 21 issue , quoted a banker who the writer 
.described by the word “intelligent”, implying that the 
Central Bank of Jordan launched dollar denominated 
certificates of deposit only to create a post for 
someone who had just returned from the Gulf. On \ 
this particular point, the writer must have also felt i 
compelled to tell readers that he knew who that 
person was but had “withheld” his name. Naturally, 
the Central Bank called to complain, not about the 
stop' per se, but about the writer’s innovation in 
writing that particular paragraph. The editor and the 
rest of the staff could not but agree with the 
complaint. The inclusion of this item here is, needless 
to say, our way of apology for the guffaw. 


Mmwmmmn Marad 






This Week 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 1993 


Computer’s lullaby 


The golden girl 


By Jean-Ciaade Elias 

Personal computers (PCs) are everywhere. In your office, 
at home, at school, even on your lap — laptop computers 
are so trendy — and in your pocket sometimes. It won’t be 
long before we all wear them like wrist-watches. 

With all the pressure people are lacing everyday in order 
to increase their computer awareness and literacy, it is only 
natural to see parents anxious to make their children learn 
about PCs at a very young age , so that they — the kids — 
would avoid the fnistration, the pain and fear they — the 
folks — have been through when they fought bard to 
understand and tame the machine. 

Some educators consider that learning to use PCs is like 
starting a musical instrument; the earlier the better. 
Therefore, children as young as five or six are sometimes 
placed before the computer, their tiny fingers on the 
keyboard in the worst case, or on the mouse in the best, 
staring at the monitor, and waiting for some character like 
Bart Simpson to appear. Since children younger than eight 
or nine cannot fluently read or write, all they can do is 
move the mouse, select icons — small drawn symbols — 
and use simple graphic and painting programmes. 

Once they can really read and write meaningful sent- 
ences, children can start using simple word processing, 
calculation and run so-called " educational programmes” 
Other interesting software to run for the young are music 
programmes. These can be very efficient to teach them 
music and are great fun to use at the same time. Games are 
obviously an important part of what kids do with PCs. 
However . they are not the only ones who enjoy them, 
adults being as addicated to games as the young are. 
Moreover, playing games is not really “ computing " and 
won’t increase anybody’s knowledge in programming, 
informatics or cybernetics. 

Teenagers can actually use computers like adults, except 
for very specialised topics like Computer Aided Design or 


chip talk 



complicated calculations. In fact, learning programming at 
13 or 14 is ideal and computer “whiz kids” are known to be 
the best in writing — programming — games, cracking 
passwords , and de-protecting software ! 

The absolutely positive point in making very young 
people use computers is enabling them to feel comfortable 
and become familiar with the machine. This is essential for 
their future professional contact with PCs, whatever the 
trade or profession they choose. However, the usefulness 
of the available software, the way it is used and the 
recommended age for specific programmes is neither 
proven nor established yet. As in music education, there is 
a need for a curriculum in teaching computer to the young, 
and there is no such thing for the time being. Most of the 
software which is developed is the work of independent 
software companies looking more at the cash side than at 
the real educational benefit. There are some publishers in 
Europe and the USA who by tradition are well known for 
their educational books and printed publications, and who 
recently started producing quality educational software for 
children. If this is a good step forward, there is still a need 
for a systematic computer educational programme that, 
similar to books at school, would be available by grades, 
and that parents and educators could refer to them in full 
confidence. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BONERS 


— LIPTON is the capital of Ceylon. 

— FRANCE was ruled by prefixes and suffixes. 

— THERE ARE two methods of becoming an American 
— to he born one, to be neutralised. 

— HOW MANY wars were waged against Spain? 

— Six 

— Enumerate them. 

— One. two. three, four. five. six. 

— THE PLURAL of forget-me-not is forget-us-not. 

ft ft ft- ft ft 

TANTALIZ1NG FACTS 

ri- TATTOO designs on the human body can be removed 
only by removing the skin itself. 

■b A SHEEP is considered to be the most stupid creature 
in the world of zoology. 

& EARLIEST wristwatches date from 1790. 

35- SEVEN countries of the world have flags of red, white 
and blue. 

& CHINESE TYPEWRITERS are so complex that even a 
skilled operator cannot type at a rate of more than three 
or four words per minute. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Is Ajloun far from here? Hal Ajloun ba ’eeda min hona? 

— How much will it cost? Kam el-ojra ? 

— I want to go and come back. Ayez arrob war’ja. 

— Will you wait for me there ? Mumkin tistannani honak? 

— Slowdown! KhafTif el-sor’a. 

— Please wait here fora moment. 

Min fadlak istanna hona labza. 

— Til be right back. Raj’i ala tool. 

— Turn left here. Dur ala sbimalak min hona. 

ft Right Yemeen 

ft Straight on Doghri 

— Stop here! QlfFhona! 

— I'll get our here. Ana naze! bona. 

— Thank you. Sbukran laka. 


JOKES 

“ What time do you serve meals?" asked a tourist at a 
hotel in Rome. 

"Breakfast - 7 to II. Lunch - 12 to 3, Dinner - 6 to 9'\ 
replied the receptionist. 

The tourist shook his head. "Thar doesn't leave much 
time for sight-seeing." was his comment. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

A man was visiting a work-mate in the hospital. 

"You've been missed at the factory. Bill, everybody’s 
been talking about you. Why. only the other day, the boss 
said to me, ‘ what's happened to what's his name'." 

ft ft ft ft ft 

— .4 four-year-old child walked into his house one day 
carrying a worm. 

“What are you doing with that worm?” declared his 
mother. 

"We were playing outside replied the boy,” and I 
thought I should show him my room. ” 

tUt ft "ft ft ft 

— Poor man: "Have you got meat?” 

— Butcher: “Yes. of course. ” 

— Poor man: "How lucky you are!” 

Hr ft ft ft ft 


ft A young mother thought it was time to stop her little 
boy from thumb-sucking . and she decided to use psycholo- 
gy. "Now, tell me. Johnny, does your thumb taste good?" 
"No. " the boy admitted. 

"Is it good to chew on?” 

The boy shook his head. 

"Then what is good about sucking your thumb?" 
"Well, the boy said after some thought. ” it’s non- 
fattening!" 

ft ft ft ft ft 

At a banquet: “Well, did they like your speech after the 
dinner?” 

"Rather, when I sat down everybody smd it- wap the. pest 
thing Td ever done*' 

ft ft ft ft ft 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is a ship's load called? 

2. What animal is called "BRUIN”? 

3. What are fiddle strings made of? 

4. What dog rescues lost travellers on the Alps? 

5. What is meant by "as the crow flies"? 

6. What is a junk? 

ft ft ft ft ft 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

CAMEL: You will have to work hard and diligently to 
overcome your obstacles if your dream involved one (or 
more) of these hardy animals, unless it (or they) carried a 
burden, in which case there is some unexpected wealth, 
possibly in the form of an inheritance, coming your way. If 
you were riding on a camel or saw them in a herd, your 
future is very bright indeed. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

DOG: As a general rule dogs in a dream are a good 
omen and symbolise friends. Of course the interpretation 
varies according to the action and other details but is fairly 
straightforward. If the dog was friendly and affectionate, it 
signifies pleasure and happy times with friends,' a fierce or 
snarling dog suggests disagreements or untrustworthy 
Mends: and if it bit or attacked, you are being warned to 
look our for actual deceit or harmful trickery from someone 
you have trusted. To hear a dog bark happily signifies 
pleasing social recognition, but if it barked fiercely, you are 
being warned of possible legal troubles, so don't fiddle your 
taxes or park your car too close to a hydrant. To see dogs 
fighting indicates that you may be called on to arbitrate in 
an argument between Mends, in which case you must be 
extra tactful to avoid ending up the odd man out. If the dog 
in your dream was an exceptionally large one. it signifies 
protection through a powerful friend. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

PUZZLES 

(A) The pulp of a cherry around the stone is as thick as the 
stone itself. Let us assume that the cherry and the 
stone are round. Can you calculate mentally how 
much more pulp than stone there is in the cherry? 

ft ft ft .ft ft 

(B) MAKE FIVE WORDS reading across, and the same 
five words reading down. 



By E Yaghi 

Years ago when Fatmeh's son returned from America with 
his new foreign wife and small children, something 
phenomenal happened. Fatmeh never once thought that 
her son ' s wife was a stranger or that the small vulnerable 
children did not belong to her. Right away, she took them 
all under her wing and began the first fierce endeavours 
that was to continue for many years of protecting them 
from their extern a/ environment. Her daughter-in-law was 
different, admittably so. but sbe was liter all kin and 
therefore automatically one of the family. As soon as 
feasibly possible . Fatmeh took to " raising " her son's wife 
and doting over her grandchildren. Even though she bad a 
lot of other grandchildren and these were but a few in a 
procession of many, for some reason, these four young 
ones who had come from such a long distance had 
penetrated her heart more than any of the other children. 

Before coming to Jordan, Fatmeh and her husband had 
been made refugees from the Zionist invasion- of their 
borne country . "the land of milk and honey ” and were 
forced, along with their small children to try to make a 
living any way possible so they could survive. Sometimes 
they fanned, sometimes they ran a little supermarket until 
they saved enough money to buy a plot of land here in 
Amman. Gone forever were the fragrant orange orchards, 
the fruit trees, the lush water-melon patch and the 
self-sustaining garden. Gone too, was Smokey their faithful 
dog who /refused to join them in their forced exile and went 
back to their plantation to await their going home. Those 
lost days of walking to the sea became just a memory and 
all that remained with Fatmeh and her fa mily was only the 
will to survive and eke out a meager existence the best they 
could. 

After she and her older husband scratched, skrimped 
and saved enough money to build a house in Amman , 
Fatmeh and her family arrived in an old truck piled high 
with simple and cherished belongings and kids. As soon as 
possible, they built a two-room cement house and planted 
grapes , olive trees, cheery trees, peach, plum , mulberry, 
lemon and even pomegranfe trees. In short , their piece of 
land, which was half a dunum, was a tiny heaven and haven 
away from the hustle and bustle of the outside world , and a 
Palestine in miniature. It was surrounded by high cement 
walls and guarded by a blue painted iron door. . 

When Fatmeh's second oldest son won a scholarship to 
America , sbe cried to her sister: "Yes, lam very proud, but 
when will I ever see him again? He's going so far away over 
a great ocean to strange people!" 

The day he left, all Fatmeh's and her husband's relatives 
came to see him off. It was like a wedding and for at least a 
mile , cars drove bumper to bumper all the way to the 
airport to say good-bye to the firsr member of their clan to 
travel overseas. When her son boarded the plane, her 
husband sat in a comer by himself, silently crying while she 
covered her face with her scarf and let trickle undected 
tears. When she approached her son to kiss him farewell, 
sbe waved him off with a stem, "you're a man now and you 
have to depend on yourself! Don't worry about us and may 
God be with you!” even though her heart was tom in two. 


For seven years . the only contact she had ****** 
was a few letters that came m grey enve/opes with U.S. 

see him. his wife and his children. 

And when he did come. Fatmeh ’s small two ™™house 
almost burst at the seams from all the relatives that flocked 
to see the return of the man who married an American. For 
days they crammed into the yard and house and issued 
invitations to the returnee and his rarnly. 

Fatmeh had much to attend to and her face shone with 
p ride and happiness. Since her grandchildren and her 
daughterrin-law spoke only English at first, all communica- 
tion between them and their Arab counterparts was m 
gestures, nods and smiles. Whenever one of her " new 
grandchildren was unhappy or cried for ' home she was 
there to soothe and comfort the sufferer and envelop the 
child in her arms and heart. It was nor long before the 
children began to call her “ yama instead of "grandma, ' 
and their grandfather became "yaba not grandfather. 

When Fatmeh's son found work in Saudi Arabia he set 
off to settle down in his job. His family however, remained 
behind with Fatmeh and her husband. 

With time , Fatmeh grew increasingly defensive concern- 
ing her grandchildren and their mother. Whenever anyone 
called the youngsters. " the American woman’s kids." she 
was right there to box their ears for them. 

“What was that? she would demand. “Just what did you 
say? How dare you call them names! They are no different 
than-you. Now leave them alone!" 

And so time passed. The four American horn began ro 
learn Arabic and attended public schools. Later , their 
number grew to. eight and Fatmeh really had her hands full 
teaching them the customs and traditions of their 'fore- 
fathers. She constantly told them Arab stories, took them 
for long walks and attentively listened to their experiences 
at school. She was always there to give advice and to cure 
wounded pride. The time even came when few dared to call 
them, "the sons of the American woman. ” 

As for her daugher-in-law, Fatmeh was always there too, 
ready to give advice on cooking and just what pleased or 
insulted the Arab people. 

The American's children are pretty much grown up now 
and that "golden girl," Fatmeh has become much older. 
That first plot of land in Amman on which all kinds of trees 
were planted is no longer the place she calls "home.” And 
the old husband who lovingly tended those luscious fruit 
trees has long since passed away, leaving his wife a widow. 
She has chosen to spend her remaining years with her now 
retired son and his American wife and those of her. 
grandchildren that are left at home. Well, she is looking 
swell and is a grand elderly dame who successfully crossed 
the twain between East and West and concludes: " I raised 
my daughter-in-law to be what she is today and I am as 
proud of her as any of my own daughters and love her as 
much. I am also very proud of my son and his children. 
Taking care of them was very difficult, but it was worth it!” 


JTVCHANNEL2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, March 25 


830 Chance In A Million 

Tom and bis girlfriend Alison 
arc hanased while they are in 
a box. 

9:10 Forever Green 

Jade and Harriet Gx them- 
selves in a new society that 
they have chosen. Harriet in 
her turn succeeds in socialis- 
ing with her new neighbours. 

i0.*00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — HeBo 
Again 

Starring: Shelley Long 

This film tells the story of a 
famous surgeon, David, 
whose wife Lucy has recently 
died. Her sister attempts to 
revive her spirit. Lucy’s spirit 
is in for a big surprise when 
she sees the changes that 
have occured in her hus- 
band’s life. 


Friday, 

830 Billy 


Billy retrieves a large bill from 
the vets clinic for treating a 
wounded bird that the kids 
had found. • 

9:10 EJV.G. 

The news team from Channel 
10 reports live the shooting of 
a famous a black leader when 
he comes oat of a meeting. 

1030 News In English ■ 

10:20 Feature FBm — Mat- 
ters Of The Hearty 

This is a love story about a 
divorced music teacher in her 
forties and a 22-year-old 
gifted musician. 

Saturday, March 27 

830 Soper Bloopers 

9:00 Perspective 





Who’s ns 


Sunday art 8:30 


On Earth 

Buildings And People 

1030 News in English 

Hk20 Feature FBm - Ten Me 
No Lies 

Starring: Steven Weber and 
Katherine Helmond 

Terry Milner loses his wife 
Amanda in a caracddent. He 
tries to adopt her son , Joy, 
who is 8 years old only to 
discover that everything 
A m anda told him were lies. 


• Sunday, March 28 

830 Who’s The Boss? 

. ■ Tony goes with the family 
to Washington to defend 
senior citizens against cuts 
in medical hinds. 

9:10 Equinox 

A Strange Case of Crop Cir- 
cles. 

• This episode is about the 
strange case of crop drdes in 
England since 1980. 


10:20 Si m on and Simon healthy. . . 

Monday, March 29 10:00 News Id 'Ewgifah 


930 Documentary — Space 1030 News in Engfisb 


830 Step By Step 
Daddy’s Girl 

Frank’s father decades to 
get married. But Frank does 
not accept this idea and tries 
to convince his father against 
it. 

9:10 Marlin Bey 
1030 News in 
10:20 Local Programme 

10:40 Vietnam 

The minister’s family 
reunite after the war. 

Tuesday, March 30 

■&30 The Flowers That Be 

After getting drunk, Brad- 
tey decided to many a 55- 
year-old woman . 

9:10 Dhtwater Dynasty 

Richard discovers by acd- 
dent that his daughter is still 
alive but she is not very 


1030 Feature Film - Maid To 
Order 

Starring: Beverly O’ Angelo 

A concerned father seeks 
extra-terrestrial help to bring 
his daughter to her senses. 

Wednesday, March 31 

830 Saved By The Bell 

Zak’s knee gets hurt and 
he goes to hospital. He gets 
seated and refused to have an 
operation. 

930 Local P rog ramm e 

930 After Us The Deluge 

Refuse And Waste 

10:00 News in Ifogffcfr 

1030 Feature JFZhn - Prison 
Stories 

Women On The Inside 
Starring: Talisa Soto 

The film focuses on three 
women in prison. 
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Eddie Murphy putting his wild days behind him 


By Matt Spetahuck 
Reuter 

HOLLYWOOD — As a 
brash, street-wise young 
comedian rising to stardom in 
■ the 1980s, Eddie Murphy 
gained notoriety for his raw 
humour and playboy ex- 
ploits. 

Now, at ago 31, Holly- 
wood’s bad boy of comedy 
says he’s ready to put his wild 
days behind him. 

“ You go through a period 
where the most important 
things are being the coolest, 
being the baddest, being "<5n 
the who's hot list and having 
a nice car, " he told Reuters 
in a recent interview . “J think 
I have my priorities straight 
now . " 

Murphy, who declared 
during the 1987 concert film 
Raw that the only woman he 
would trust would be one he 
found sitting “ buck naked on 
' a zebra in Africa." is kissing 


his bachelorhood goodbye. 

He and 24-year-old model 
Nicole Mitchell, who already 
have had two children 
together, were married last 
Thursday evening in .New 
York. 

The ceremony at the Plaza 
Hotel near Central Park was 
planned for 500 guests, in- 
cluding Quincy Jones , 
Donald Trump, Bruce Willis. 
Bill Murray , Arsenio Halt, 
Robert Townsend, Stevie 
Wonder, Wayne Newton, 
Queen Latifah , Sugar Ray 
Leonard and Paramount 
head Sherry Lansing. 

After a recent series of 
box-office flops, Murphy is 
also vowing to get his film 
career back on track. 

"No more bad movies, *' he 
said from behind a pair of 
sunglasses as he stretched out 
in a poolside lounge chair at 
Hollywood's Bel Age Hotel. 
"I promise you, no more bad 
movies. " 


■ Murphy, whose films have 
grossed nearly $2 billion, was 
once nothing less than box- 
office magic. 

He was barely into his 20s 
when he joined the Saturday 
Night Live show, becoming 
'the hottest TV comedian 
since John Belushi. As heir to 
the lacerating comic style of 
Richard Pryor, he dazzled 
audiences with parodies of 
racial stereotypes such as his 
grumpy Buckwheat and his 
street pimp Velvet Jones. 

Breaking into film, Mur- 
phy starred in a series of 
blockbusters — Trading 
Places, Beverly ~HiIls Cop, 
The Golden Child, Beverly 
Hills Cop 2 and Coming To 
America. 

His movies attracted such 
crowds that he earned the 
nickname "Money". But his 
box-office appeal started slip- 
ping in the late 1980s. 

Last summer's Boomer- 
ang, Murphy's bid to gradu- 


ate from portraying street- 
smart con men to playing 
more sophisticated leading 
men , won praise from critics 
but failed to draw big audi- 
ences. His Christmas movie. 
The Distinguished Gentle- 
man. has been another dis- 
appointment. 

Besides his troubles at the 
box office, Murphy has seen 
his reputation tarnished by 
reports of ego trips . lateness 
on the set and an Elvisstyle 
entourage of cronies and 
bodyguards. 

He faced a paternity suit in 
.1987, sexual harassment 
allegations two years later 
and was then caught, up in 
humorist Art Buchwald's 
highly publicised suit against 
Paramount Pictures challeng- 
ing Murphy's authorship of 
Coming To America. 

Critics accused bim of 
being out of step with the 
times for his performance in 
Raw, a marathon standup 


routine in which he railed 
against women and homosex- 
uals. 

But Murphy says it was all 
part of growing up and insists 
he has mellowed with age. 

*7 went through all the 
things every guy goes 
through , except I was on 
camera, " be said. "1 was on 
stage doing Raw and I was 
this mad kid with a leather 
glove with a ring on the 
outside acting like a jerk. " 

Murphy, who has long re- 
lished his image as a love- 
’em-and-leave- ’em rogue and 
once said his philosophy with 
women was "my way or the 
highway," says he is now 
ready to settle down. 

His top priority, he says, 
is his family — wife 
Mitchell . three-year-old 
daughter Bria and four- 
month-old son Miles. It’s 
about growth, falling in love. 
/laving children, being a hap- 
py person, being more cen- 
tred." he said. 


Murphy, who once sneered 
at Spike Lee's criticism that 
he was not using his studio 
clout to help blacks in Holly- 
wood. says he is now in- 
terested in working on a film 
with the outspoken black 
director. " Black artists have 
to integrate the movie busi- 
ness," he said. 

With Beverly Hills Cop 3 
headed for the theatres later 
this year. Murphy said he 
plans to break into serious 
drama with a film version of 
Fences, August Wilson 's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play. 
He hopes to sign up John 
Singleton as director. 

Murphy has just come out 
with a new album. Love’s 
Alright, and said he may 
embark on a European con- 
cert tour with Bon Jovi this 
summer. That would be fol- 
lowed by a U.S. tour in which 
he would combine singing 
with his first standup appear- 
ances in six years, he said. 
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Actor Eddie Murphy and his wife model Nicole 11 
Mitchell pose for photographers after their f 
wedding on March 18 (AFP photo) 
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The flamboyant career of Jeanne Moreau 
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By Pierre Lambert 

The Mostar of Venice 92 recently 
awarded the actress Jeanne 
Moreau a Golden Lion for the 
whole of her career, it is a fine 
homage and the first of this kind 
awarded by the Biennale. 
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PARIS — In Europe she is 
known as the Jeanne. In Hol- 
lywood, she is "the Voice". 
This star of the 60s, who 
played the venomous and su- 
perb Eva in Losey’s film, 
today accepts the wrinkles- of 
a 60-year-old to devote her- 
self, body and soul, to her 
profession. 

Very early on, this daugh- 
ter of a restaurant owner and 
a dancer at the Folies 
Berg&re revolted against her 
milieu: "I could not bear the 
society that I discovered 
through, -my a adolescent \ 
eyes’ V she- evokes: Her pa*' 
rents wanted her to become a 
civil servant. But she only 
dreamt of the theatre and 


\ cinema. 


Jeanne Moreau 


ijtf At the age of 18, she signed 

OD f° r drama lessons at the 
! Conservatoire. She found a 

furnished flat in a building 


inhabited by prostitutes.: “ I 
saw brutal, venal passions 
going on around me. I have 
memories of grief, tears and 
violence. At the Conserva- 
toire, I was surrounded by 
superb girls who had breasts 
(I myself didn't have any ) 
and who wore silk stockings 
(I didn't have arty)." 

On the other hand, Jeanne 
did have talent. So, after a 
few small parts in Jean VUar’s 
"ThS&tre National Popu- 
laire", at the age of 20 she 
was accepted in the Comfrlie 
•^Erangaisez *Then she worked 
’• in boulevard theatre where 
her name ' got bigger on the 
bills. In 1950, she made her 
screen debut next to persona- 
lities such as Femandel and 
Gabin. She appeared quite at 
ease in light comedy and con- 
firmed the impact of her un- 
deniable eroticism. 


Fascinating 

1957 was her great year. 
Louis Malle made her the 
star of Ascenseur Pour 
TEchafaud" and especially of 
Amants, whose boldness led 
to a pretty scandal. She thus 
became a star. The public 
discovered a fascinating, sen- 
sual Jeanne Moreau who 
made the parts she played 
ring true, a phenomenon as 
yet unknown in French cine- 
ma. 

From then on, she shot to 
fame, giving the best of her- 
self in difficult parts. She left 
her mark on Sims such as 
Liaisons Dangereuses by 
Vadim (1959), the delightful 
Jules Et Jim by Truffaut 
(1962), and Viva Maria by 
Louis Malle (1965) where she 
fought for top billing with 
Brigitte Bardot. In La Marine 
£tait En Noir (The Bride 
Wore Black) (Truffaut 1968) 
she put on a marvellous per- 
formance in a poetic and 
somber idle. 

For foreign filmmakers, 
and some of the greatest too, 
she acted, in Rome, in La 
Notte by Antonioni (1961), 
then, in Hollywood. The 


Train by Frankenheimer 
(1964), The Trial (1962) and 
Falstaff (1966) by Orson Wel- 
les, and The Last Tycoon by 
Kazan (1967). She was also 
the heroine in Bunuel’s Jour- 
nal D'Une Femme De Cham- 
bre (Diary of a Chamber- 
maid), Fassbinder's Quarrel 
(1982) and Losey’s La Truite 
the same year. 

They were splendid years 
for the star who made three 
to four films a year, with 
Rolls-Royces, furs, grand 
couturiers and love affairs. 
Jeanne Moreau was beautiful 
and adulated and she enjoyed 
life to the lull: "It was my 
nature to live intensely and to 
always go towards what is 
new", while always maintain- 
ing her freedom, a key-word 
for Jeanne who only allowed 
herself to be guided by her 
pleasure. 

'In 1975, a new Jeanne 
Moreau appeared, this time 
as a director. Her Sim, Light, 
tells a story about women and 
resembles her: Elegant, true 
and full of contained emo- 
tion. It was a successful ex- 
perience which made her 
want to have another go. 


A dazzling coma-back 

Then there came a gap in 
her career, until her dazzling 
comeback in the late 80s. She 
portrayed Jos6 Pinheiro's La 
Femme Fardee. an ageing 
singer who treats herself to 
very young men. 

Then in 1991, she was once 
again present at the Cannes 
Film Festival with two films 
in which she acted: Anna 
Karamazov, shot in Lening- 
rad by a young Uzbek direc- 
tor, Rustan Khamdamov, 
and Le Pas Suspendu De La 
Cigogne by Theo Angelopo- 
los. These two works gained 
her laudatory reviews. 

She then played a part full 
of humour and tenderness, 
that of the Old Lady Who 
Walked In the Sea by Lau- 
rent Heyneman and a very 
austere part in Absence . the 
film directed by Peter Hand- 
le, ^presented' in Venice in 
1992. 

But Jeanne Moreau has, 
above all. triumphed on stage 
in the last few years, first of 
all in Le Rerit De La Ser- 
vante Zerline (The Tale Of 
The Maid Zerline). based on 
the work by Herman Broch. 


which she played everywhere 1 
even as far as Japan, and then n 
in La Celestine. an old pro- n 
curess thought up by Feman- . 
do De Rojas. 

At the age of 64. wise and m 
serene, Jeanne Moreau has 
masses of projects. In 1993. . 
she is to play next to Alec 
Guiness in a British film. The 
Veterans. Then she will take 
the part of a former dancer 
who has lost the use of her 
legs in the war, in a Belgian 
production. She nil! also por- 
tray Brecht’s Mother Cour- 
age in a version by Georges 
Wilson. 

Between films, she will be j. 
recording famous texts on 
cassettes, in that peerless 
vo/oe of hers. She is also J: 
preparing a record of songs, ;r 
for she sings as well and very j. 
prettily at that. It is enough |C 
to recall the ballad in Jules Et at 
Jim. i- 

Last but nor least, in 1993, n 
the star is once more to go 
behind the camera to direct n 
her second film. It will tell an lt 
intimate ston'.of the kind that 
she is fond of. and it will be ;r 
called A L’amitie (To 
Friendship) — L’Actualite y- 
En France. ri 


Ray Charles not too excited about today’s music 


By Dean Goodman 
Reuter 

*;LOS ANGELES — After 
almost half a century of per- 
< forming a vast range of 
tr musical genres from jazz and 
blues to gospel and country, 
M Ray Charles says he finds it 
bard to get too excited about 
the songs on the radio these- 
days. 

£ "Most of the stuff I'm 
hearing today , so-called 
popular stuff, what do you 
call it? Rap? That’s a little far 
'' ‘out for me." he said in a 
recent interview. 

" I can't learn anything 
from it. I made records 
many, many years ago where 
you just recite or you just 


talk. I’ve already done that ’’ 

In fact much of the music 
popular today was done years 
ago by Charles, whose first 
hit I Got A Woman, in 1958 . 
came 11 years after his first 
single. 

Overcoming blindness, and 
a drug addiction in his youn- 
ger days that got ■ him in~ 
trouble with the law, Charles 
is an American legend thanks 
to classics such as Georgia 
On My Mind, Hit The Road 
Jack and Unchain My Heart. 

Music fashions may change 
a hundred times but the 
chances are that the ancestry 
of today’s music — whether it 
be rap, funk, or modem 
rhythm ‘n’ blues — can be 


traced to this 62-year-old 
“ genius " of soul. 

"So I don't know man, 
maybe I’m being super critic- 
al,” Charles continues. ‘7 
wanna hear something where 
I have to say, l wbat was 
that?' That's what I'm look- 
ing for. " 

And when was the last time 
that happened, someone 
asked. 

"Oh, it's been a while, it’s 
been a while," he replied. ’ 

Luckily for Charles, the 
scepticism is not recipro- 
cated. Thanks to his starring 
role in a series of commerci- 
als for Pepsi — lt you got the 
right stuff, baby uh-buh" — 
he is suddenly hip to a whole 


new generation. 

It's not as if be needed a 
commercial to I iff him out of 
any obscurity because be still 
tours regularly — albeit at a 
slightly slower pace. 

Charles has just released 
his first album in almost three 
years. My World (Warner 
Bros), and held a rare series 
■ of chats, with the press in his 
recording studio in down- 
town Los Angeles to help 
promote it. 

The album features 
keyboardist Billy Preston and 
Late Toto drummer Jeff Por- 
caro, while Mavis Staples and 
June Pointer provide backing 
vocals. 

For all his disdain of cur- 


rent music , My World fea- 
tures several funky dance 
tunes that wouldn't sound 
strange blaring from a boom 
box. 

But tell bim that the cur- 
rent term for that music is 
"hip-liop", and you get a 
puzzled response. 

"Hip-hop? I don’t know 
about that. I tike to feel that 
as long as whatever it is 
doesn’t get too far out for me 
I can handle it, you know? I 
didn't know that's what you 
called it, hip-hop." 

Charles wrote none of the 
songs on the album, saying be 
did not have the time and 
that be is not a “ true songwri- 
ter" anyway. Instead he drew 


on works from a wide range 
of singers, from Billie Holiday 
(If I Could) to Paul Simon 
(Still Crazy After All These 
Years). These two are his 
favourite tunes on the album. 

"I like Still Crazy. That is 
so much me in the sense that 
it’s very much like years ago 
when I had my small band 
and it bad that old-fashioned 
feeling that I like. " be said. 

Three of the songs carry 
social or political themes. On 
th e up be a t ti tie tra ck , 
Charles kicks into high gear 
with the words: 

"It's my world... don't you 
come round messing with my 
world cos I don’t appreciate 
the fact some people just 


can't see it’s hurting you and 
me, it's my world: " 

None Of Us Are Free, 
where Eric Clapton chimes in 
with a guitar solo, and One 
Drop Of Love explore similar 
themes. 

So does that mean Charles 
is tilting towards political 
commentary in the twilight of 
his career, offering a kinder- 
gentler version of the biting 
social observations made by 
rappers such as ice-7 and 
Public Enemy? Well, not- 
really. 

“ All I did was select the 
songs, but the intent was not 
to come out with some kind 
of message. It just happened 
that those songs were songs 


that I liked and J decided I 
wanted to do them. I never 
even thought about the quote 
message unquote thing. I 
really didn’t, truly," he said. 

.Charles is hitting the road 
again in July and. like any 
other elder statesman of the 
music world, has absolutely 
no plans to retire. Music is his 
life, although he does make 
time for some computer chess 
here or some sports there. 

"I come up in the old Duke 
Ellington vein, the old Count 
Basie vein where music is my 
life, that’s my breathing . 
that’s my bloodstream. I r m 
going to do that until God 
himself say's, ‘okay, you’ve 
had it, time to go’."' 


Japanese ceramics — a major art 


By Vktmre J6an 


" The “Mitsukoshi-Etoile Art Centre” 
recently opened in Paris with the 
.... exhibition Ceramics In Japan, A 
£ Major Art: SO Contemporary Artists. 

* PARIS — Mitsukoshi, a stores. . 

femous chain of Japanese Yet. already w Japan. 

rnreT is continuing its on- these exhibitions draw some 

f™ ‘j „io S ri c arts, in the who were able, among other 
ZZmelv ^r S refined things, to admire Dah in 

^gotweof the classical 1991. andRouaidt tins year, 
7£h £nmry private man- presented m Sbinjuh m a 
JT„s surrounding the new-style museum nght m 

, torjsr Char,es de ■Msii a " 

vocations ^esu^ob^en. 


71115 Sr h^sDcdal to Wes- couiaged Mitsukoshi to make 

appear father by trends of contemporary 

tenters, as it orga- Japanese art, whose reputa- 


lished, better known ' in 
Europe. This new cultural 
bridge' between the east and . 
the west thus enables people 
to see master-potters whose 
tradition is one of the'oldest 
in the world. 

Pots have been made in 
Japan since the dawning of 
time but the art was lost 
around the 7th and even 8th 
milleniom B.C. The potter’s 
craft is one of the oldest to 
exist with the civilisations of 
Mesopotamia and China. 

Whether it be an excep-- 
O'onal piece or a simple bowl 
for everyday use, for every 
Japanese person pottery has, 
for generations, been a famil- 
iar work of ait which holds ' the 
place of a major art. 

The aesthetics of these 
shapes, lines and coiours goes 


back to the J&mon period 
which extends from the 6th- 
7tb nulienium 1 to the 1st 
miRenium B.C. and was con- 
sidered as the most creative’ 
period with the brown and 
' ocre of the day and the rich- 
ness of the decoration. 

East and west 

The whole creative evolu- 
tion continued through the 
Yayoi period (the Bronze 
Age) when Chinese influence 
could be seen t but the pot- 
ter’s wheel was still un- 
known, and extended to the 
period of the great Kofun 
tombs (3rd to 7th centuries). 

This was the Iron Age and 
the introduction of 
Buddhism. 


Then came the century of 
Nara (710-794), the period of 
Heian followed by the begin- 
ning of the Middle Ages and 
the institution of the tea cere- 
mony and its tea masters. 
The masters of tea and its 
rituals were to have a deter- 
mining influence on thd 
appearance and aesthetic de- 
sign of rustic pottery. 

With time, and' the discov- 
ery of Kaolin deposits, in the 
17th century delicate porce- 
lain was to be invented. 

Thus, today, tradition and 
culture come together in 
Paris with the presence of 58 
contemporary artists and 130 
pieces of ceramic including 10 
ancient works and 116 con- 
temporary creations. 

These artists were selected 


following criteria of creativ- 
ity, a mix of generations, and 
a diversity of trends which 
are an extension of the work 
of a certain neolithic potter 
whose Jdmon vase is the eter- 
nal spirit here. 

If spirits are ageless, the 
one Zroverzng around Place de 
PEtoile nevertheless has a 
European dimension adapted 
to its time. 

The Mitsukoshi Art Centre 
promises us ten future exhibi- 
tions, for 1992-93, devoted to 
Japanese ait and , at the same 
tune, there mil be discussions 
between scientists of diffe- 
rent nationalities. The de- 
bates will be filmed and 
shown throughout Japan. 
The bridge between east and, 
west is growing firmer — 
L'Actualite En France. 



One of the hen is on display at the Japanese 
ceramic Exhibition in Paris 
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Evidence grows that Vitamins protect against heart disease, stroke 

hdw M. Hr r-_j «L— K„lr - 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 
SANTA FE , New Mexico — 
Women who eat plenty of 
fruits and vegetables cut their 
stroke risk by 54 per cent , 
and men with Vitamin rich 
diets are 30 per cent less 
likely to die of heart disease, 
researchers said. 

The studies are the latest in 
a growing body of statistical 
evidence that has shown the 
benefits of the so-called anti- 
oxidant Vitamins: Vitamin C, 
Vitamin E and Beta 
Carotene, a relative of Vita- 
min A. 

The statistical evidence is 
now strong enough to begin 
costlier experiments in which 
men and women are given 
Vitamin supplements in an 


attempt to reduce their heart 
disease and stroke risks, re- 
searchers said at the Amer- 
ican Heart Association ’s 
annual epidemiology meet- 
ing. 

“ The evidence is really 
mounting that antioxidants 
really protect against car- 
diovascular events'* such as 
heart attacks and strokes , 
said Dr. Joann Manson of 
Harvard Medical School, the 
author of the study on 
women and strokes. 

In her study , based on sur- 
veys of 87J245 female nurses 
across the United States, she 
found especially strong be- 
nefits of spinach and carrots, 
both potent sources of anti- 
oxidants. 

Women who ate at least 


five servings of carrots per 
week , for example, had a 60 
per cent lower stroke risk 
than women who ate carrots 
once a month or less. 

She said the research pro- 
vides new support for the 
existing recommendation 
that people eat at least five 
servings of fruits and veget- 
ables per day. 

In a separate study, Dilip 
Pandey and colleagues at the 
University of Texas in Hous- 
ton found a 30 per cent re- 
duction in risk of heart dis- 
ease' deaths in men whose 
diets contained increased 
amounts of Vitamina C and 
Beta Carotene. 

The study was based on 
data collected since 1950 on 
1,051 male employees of the 


Western Electric Co. in Chi- 
cago. He found that the 
amount of Vitamin C in one 
to two oranges and the 
amount of Beta Carotene in 
one to two carrots was 
enough to have a protective 
effect. 

Dr. Lewish KuUer of the 
University of Pittsburgh ex- 
pressed some reservations 
about the studies , saying they 
don't completely exclude the 
effect of other healthy be- 
haviours or other things in 
the diet. 

“People who eat a lot of 
Carotene Jive a good, dean 
life, you might say. They 
have a lower rate of disease, ” 
Dr. KuUer said. Neverthe- 
less, be and Dr. Manson 
agreed that the time is right 


to bigin experiments with 
Vitamin supplements, and 
Dr. Manson said she has re- 
ceived binding to launch such 
a study. 

Meanwhile, researchers 
said they couldn't confirm a 
widely publicised study link- 
ing high levels of iron to heart 
disease. 

The original study, pub- 
lished last fall, suggested that 
levels of iron stored in the 
body could be a more impor- 
tant risk factor for heart dis- 
ease than either cholesterol 
or high blood pressure. 

That idea bad been sug- 
gested in 1981 by Dr. Jerome 
Sullivan of the Medical Uni- 
versity of South Carolina in 
Charleston. The American 
Heart Association published 


a Finnish study in September 
showing a link between high 
levels of iron and heart 
attacks. Dr. Sullivan , in a 
published commentary, 
claimed bis theory had been 
vindicated. 

Two studies reported at the 
American Heart Associa- 
tion ’s annual meeting failed 
to End a similar link. The 
authors of the Finnish study 
a/so presented an update on 
their work, which still shows 
a connection. 

In one of the new studies. 
Harvard University scientists 
compared 238 men who had 
had heart attacks with a 
group of 238 controls, 
selected to be matched in age 
and in smoking status. They 
did not End a link between 


iron /-*"J** 

direct of the study, said it on . the need for more re- 


neither proved nor disproved 
the Finnish research. “But 
iron levels do not seem to be 
a major risk /actor, ” be said. 

In a separate study. Dr. 
Alberto Ashccrio of the Har- 
vard School of Public Health 
looked at dietary iron intake 
in 45,720 men , and again 
found no evidence that those 
who consumed more iron 
were at greater risk of heart 
attack. 

Dr. Sullivan emphasised 
that the studies did not refute 
the Finnish Ending, and he 
said there were reasons to 
think the studies might not 
have been designed approp- 


search. 

"What we have is an iso- 
lated Ending from one study 
which has not been exriapo- 
lated to other populations ” 
said Dr. Thomas Pearson of 
the Mary Imogene Bassetity 
Hospital Research Institute 
in Cooperstown , New York. 

The authors of the Finnish 
study , led by Dr. Jukka T. 
Salonen of the University of 
Kuopio, also weighed in with 
a further study suggesting 
that exercise tends to reduce 
iron levels. Perhaps, Dr. 
Salonen said, exercise lowers 
heart attack risk because it 
lowers stored iron levels. 


Studies show patients improve with Alzheimer’s drug 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

ROCKVILLE, Md. — The 
first drug proposed for 
Alzheimer’s disease has been 
found to significantly im- 
prove patients with the dis- 
order. according to reports 
given to an advisory panel of 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 

The drug. Tacrine, was 
tested at 20 hospital centres 
across the country and FDA 
investigators said there was 
"statistically significant” im- 
provement apparent when 
Alzheimer’s patients receiv- 
ing high doses of the drug 


were compared with those 
who received placebos. 

' The studies, which lasted 
from 12 to 30 weeks , plotted 
the effects of the drug using 
tests to measure intellectual 
function. 

Both the short — and lon- 
ger term studies showed a 
steady decline for patients 
receiving placebos. For pa- 
tients on Tacrine , however, 
there was improvement or a 
delay in the rate of intellec- 
tual decline , FDA experts 
said. 

The best improvement was 
found among patients who 
received the highest doses 
for the 30 week trial. 


Tacrine was proposed for 
' licensing two years ago but an 
advisory committee did not 
recommend approval. 

Since then at least one 
published study has shown 
that the drug slows the gra- 
dual loss of mental function 
in some patients. 

Warner Lambert Co., a 
New Jersey pharmaceutical 
maker, proposes to market 
Tacrine under the brand 
name Cognex. 

Since drug firms began re- 
searching it in 1987, Tacrine 
has become one of the most 
widely studied Alzheimer’s 
drugs. It has been given to 
about 9,000 patients and 


been involved in 25 clinical 
trials. 

Tacrine is thought to work 
by preventing the destruction 
of a brain chemical called 
Acetylcholine f found to.be in 
short supply m patients with 
Alzheimer's. Acetylcholine is 
a type of neurotransmitter 
that assists in sending signals 
from cell to cell within the 
brain. 

Alzheimer's disease is a 
progressive, incurable disor- 
der of the brain in which 
patients experience a slow 
loss of intellectual function. 
Patients Erst have lapses in 
memory. Later they undergo 
personality changes, lose con- 


trol of bodily functions and 
finally die. The decline may 
take more than a decade and 
cause immense financial and 
emotional burden for the pa- 
tient's family. 

The disease has struck ab- 
out 4 million Americans, 
most over the age of 65. 
Afore than 100,000 die' 
annually, making it the 
fourth leading cause of death 
among adults. 

Positive diagnosis can be 
made only at autopsy and is 
defined by formation in the 
brain of abnormal structures 
called tangles and plaques. 

Though scientists have de- 
termined that Alzheimer's 


patients have a deficit of 
Acetylcholine , it is not 
known if this causes the dis- 
ease or is a result of other 
processes in the brain. A 
substance called Amyloid 
Beta also builds up in the 
patient. Research has linked 
one form of disease to a 
genetic defect, but the cause 
of Alzheimer's remains elu- 
sive. 

Tacrine was the first drug 
proposed for the direct treat- 
ment of a brain chemical 
disorder linked to Alzheim- 
er's, and the families of many 
patients have urged that it be 
approved. 

In 1991, the FDA Advisory 


Committee sat through 
almost 14 hours of presenta- 
tions and discussion about 
Tacrine before concluding 
that the proven benefits of 
the drug were too small to 
justify its recommendation. 

J - Experts then expressed 
concern that some studies 
were not designed properly 
and that its trite effects could 
not be determined. 

A study published in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical' Association in 
November reported that 51 
per cent of patients taking 
Tacrine showed at least some 
improvement in tests. 

More than 25 per cent of 


the patients in the study, 
however , experienced some 
side effects, including in- 
creases in liver enzymes that 
have to be monitored with 
weekly Mood tests. 

One problem with evaluat- 
■ ing the effectiveness of Tac- 
rine, or any Alzheimer's 
drug, is the difficulty of 
measuring mental ability. 
.Testing scales involve 
observations by doctors, by 
family members or care giv- 
ens, and the measurement of 
a patient's ability to remem- 
ber, reason and use language. 
Some experts have ques- 
. tioned the precision of such 
tests . 


i.S. reviews research labs’ collaborations with drug companies 


By Mariana Caprino 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The head of 
the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) is launching a 
review of all marketing 
agreements between drug 
companies and research labs 


MANUAL LABOR 
By AI Becker 

ACROSS 

1 "God s Uofo — " 

5 Language ot 
Aberystwyth 
lOCttstrix 
l« Ran toer 
'9 Role lor S5D 
20 Japanese poetry 
genre 

2t Cartoonist Petor 

22 Engwi county 

23 ' — met 
handsome dow" 

25 Kind of comeui 
27 Work irri - 
22 Walk heavily 
29 Crossbeam 

31 Durvm and Castle 

32 Lumbar oner 

34 Trumpet sound 

35 Tops 

36 Qno or more 


37 Ms Davts of dm 

38 Gasconade 

39 "Welting For — ' " 
(Odets) 

42 Together 
44 Concordes 
48 NoboUst Wiesd 
4$ Rake 

50 Created curved 
sparks 

52 inventor's mrta. 

53 "Honest — ' 

54 Precarious 

56 Solar-lunar time 
differential 
50 Lose weight 

82 Shoe pane 

83 Faucet 

64 Actress Manus 
Van — 

85 Dlroctor Louis 


DOWN 

1 Was 

un com forubio 

2 Trout km 
3TaB 

4 Alfo 

5 CcwipWipi* 

6 Ireland's da 
Valera 

7 DosomOWd 

8 What 

Kbits stxwmors 
do 

9 Spea 
70 And 

11 Desae greatly 

12 — of Ctevas 

13 Laver of 
tonnes 

14 woPNvpa 

15 Commends 
’6 — garde 
17 Shown 

15 Connectives 


that receive federal funding, 
officials said. 

The move is the latest 
backlash over the price of 
drugs. In this case, lawmak- 
ers are concerned about how 
much drug companies charge 
for medicines that taxpayers 
helped pay for developing. 


NIH Director Dr. Bema- 
dine Healy called for the 
review but had no further 
details . sa.d spokeswoman 
Johanna Schneider from NIH 
headquarters in Bethesda , 
Maryland. 

The move comes following 
publicity surrounding an 


alliance announced in De- 
cember between Sandoz 
Pharmaceuticals Corp. and 
the Scripps Research Insti- 
tute of La Jolla. California. 

Under their collaboration. 
Sandoz will provide Scripps, 
with $300 million over JO 
years in exchange for first 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


24 Lhe Mime 
lobsters 

28 Verbal explosion 
30 Sari wearer 

33 KISS Me — ” 

34 Stephen 
Vincent — 

35 Seashofl 

37 Ostentatious 

38 Simpson and 
Stanr 

39 Pag* 

40 Ejom Ism 

41 Farm worker 

42 Chinese 

province 

43 Terre — . Indiana 
45 Theeter worker 
4E Mexican heat 
47 Paving stone 

49 Lass pottsiMd 
51 Count (on) 

54 Pester 


08 Coour d— . Idaho 

87 Consider again 

69 — ball 
(oW buhet) 

70 Business type 

73 Saudi. eg. 

74 Made without 
machinery 

78 Black cuckoo 

77 Skedaddled 

78 Seed Wn 

80 Pace 

81 Square column 

82 Alan or Robed 
84 Pofltfdan. eg. 

88 — roses 

89 Wjfvy-pattemed 

91 Talbhd 
BZFrohfb# 

93 A1 a high price 


55 Actor Warner 

56 Derived from 
apples 

57 Canadian 
physician 

59 Kegier'a target 
81 BtotogW Jacques 
83 Get some shrt- 
eya 

65 Dug for ore 

66 More HkJky 

67 — avis 

88 01 e period 

69 French river 

70 Many times 
77 Aware of 
72 Slngar EdWt 

74 Ancient 

75 Antique wne jar 
79 Love potions 

87 Frying prefix 
83 Blake end 
PVimmer 


95 Separates 

96 Uka some 


100 Band iMnaiMM 

101 — notes 

102 "— We Got 
Fun?” 

103 Merkel of the 
mories 

104 Certain garment 
108 Greettw actions 
1 0B Pan of Earth 
no Actress Taylor 

111 Nattve American 

112 Fbfow 

113 FouHn-hands 

114 Mean look 

115 Shfci txanpa 
118 Marks 

manusoripn Ina 


85 WWam of “Srer 
Trek" 

88 On this spot 

87 Palming 

^UUlLwi 

OTwion 

88 Fights 

00 Utah town 
92 Winner's seat 
S3 aay. not aa 
do" 

84 Kovac* 

95 Small bird 

98 Aspects 
97 "Batot — “ 

96 Contribution 

99 Suits 

100 Friendly 

M 

101 Ulna. eg. 

102 Soon 

105 Study room 
107 Corroded 

106 HB dwefter 


Diagramless 21 


a 21, By Junce Barrtck 


ACROSS 
1 Immerse 
4 Dish set m a 
nOabn meld 
9 wie: Dref. 

ID Lariat 

11 Swindler’s trick 

16 Towart the 
sheltered skis 

17 "Picnic" 
playwright 

18 The upper cruet 

20 Mitt beverage 

21 Church rite 

22 Concerning 

23 Straw hat 

25 — on (talks about 
to excess) 

27 Musical sounds 

28 Boca — , Fla. 

29 Long scarfs 

31 Historical record 
ol events 

34 Places often 
vteitad 

35 Scottish poet 
Robert 

36 Frenchman's cap 

37 Youthful time 

38 Dtshn lor 
detent 

41 Astringent 

42 Digits 
46 Confess 

50 Bivouacs 

62 Large piece 

53 Something 
ruinous 

54 Topping tor 
pasta 

57 Certain race 
official 

58 Competent 

59 Metric measure 

80 Touch Ughfly 

DOWN 

1 Redpent 

2 Conclude from 
evidence 

3 HawaBan food 

4 Place of count 

5 Crocna 

13 Assumed name 

14 Flavoring plant 

15 Raison a' — 

19 Always, to poets 

23 Britan gun 

24 Goddess of 

y 

30 Explosive letters 

31 Afftata 
vtgoroueiy 

32 Rabbits 

33 Smatost of tha 
__ Utter 

42 Motif 

43 External 

44 — nous 

45 GSde over 
snow 

46 Adds — 


6 Stops 

7 Resident of: suff. 
a Goatn'8 pltcfl 

9 Burrowing 
mammal 

11 pubae votscie 

12 momma 


26 wet by — 

27 Body powder 
ZB Kings: Fr. 

29 Qwren 


35 Drone and worker 

36 Plot for dower* 

37 Home of the 
Buccaneers 

38 04-46 — 

39 Woe Is met 

40 Swelling 


47 Place for 
safekeeping 

48 In the past 

49 Tiny 
51 NCOS 

85 Swat 

56 weaken 



1. Feeble little tweets of sons Made, when budceced down, sotnd more Bke 
"swoosh.” 

3L Encyclopedia salesperson eoU eat to nice yore Comer in Florida. 

8. Advfee Cram dietitian for pannefejr patient: Take seven Inches off farm or 
die. Unlucky client hits not 

4. H cms n Iflrerty cannot be etched In any deenmeat It Bn In one's fcgart. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

L 8AHKAUHPPT QOKQ QTOWPNOTH ITU 
QSOWPHOTM OT SOQ QCOWPN BSYOH. 
TAHQOTM Y NYHMP MHAUMP THTOTQK 


SOQ QETNN CFRNU. 


— By Rita Salvalo 


2. YBYCU BIS EBON YAK AW EAK QAQAI 
BTCKCOO BENG KBKAT LEARNS BY WAT 


QUILL. 


— ByEdHaddleaaa 


3. ELLCPKY MADHELY ZEVLBBVLD MVD 

Z E B K* D TKUP BEY 8-C00KK ZEP HK JCCY 
JUCALYD OCU YVTCCSK. — By Bogene T. Malaake 

4. DZGNZ UGHZ NOT MT DI9HY: YKKBZYCCH 
GT YKS BOCOU IB NSOM BZYCCH GT NSOM 


HOCOUT 


- — By Frank N. Stein 
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rights to Scripps ’ medical dis- 
coveries. 

Scripps receives more than 
75 per cent — or roughly $90 
million — of its research 
money from the government. 
With 650PH.D.S. and m attic- 
al ' doctors. Scripps claims to 
be the nation's largest inde- 
pendent, non-profit biome- 
dical research centre. 

The Scripps-Sandoz agree- 
ment prompted U.S. Rep. 
Ron Wyden. an Oregon 
Democrat, to write a letter to 
Dr. Healy last week com- 
plaining that Sandoz would 
be free to determine the price 
of any drugs resulting from 


the collaboration even 
though they were derived 
from government-subsidised 
research. 

“ What is most troubling 
about this deal is the appa- 
rent fact that the government 
has raised no objection to the 
arrangement,” he said, not- 
ing that Scripps was not re- 
quired to seek government 
approval of .the Sandoz rela- 
tionship. 

Government money is an 
inducement for researchers 
to develop life-saving drugs. 
By some estimates, up to 
half-of the most promising 


AIDS and cancer drugs' are 
under development in gov- 
ernment or university labs. 

Sandoz . the U.S. arm of 
Sandqz Ltd. of Basel . 
Switzerland, has noted that 
the money it is investing in _ 
Scripps beginning in 1997 will 
go toward basic research and 
that there is no guarantee any 
products would result. 

Sandoz. in a statement 
issued from its headquarters 
in east Hanover, N.J. , said it 
would be “ pleased to work 
with the federal government 
to assure that any therapeutic 
advances... be made available 
to those who can benefit from 


them. ” 

A number of high-profile 
drugs developed at least part- 
ly with government, money 
have carried hefty price tags 
set by the pharmaceutical 
companies. ; 

Among them . AZT, the 
leading AIDS treatment, 
sells for about $ 2.800 a year. 
That's less than the original 
$10,000 annual price first 
charged by Burroughs Well- 
come Pic. which was press- 
ured by AIDS activists to$ 
make the drug more afford- 
able to people with the dead- 
ly disease. 


One more thing to worry about 
- a heart attack on your birthday 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

ANAHEIM , Calif. — Doc- 
tors have uncovered what 
must be one of nature's crud- 
er ironies: People are espe- 
cially likely to suffer heart 
attacks on their birthdays. 

A study shows that people 
— especially men — are ab- 
out 20 per cent more likely to 
suffer a heart attack on their . 
birthday than on other days 
of die same week. 

Just what folks should do 
about this is not clear, 
though. Certainly birthdays 
cannot be avoided, as much 
as people might like to. But 
overindulgence can be, and 
researchers suspect that 
might be the real culprit. 

Looking at when heart 
attacks occur is a hot subject 
of research. Experts hope 
their work will help reveal 
the forces that trigger these 
attacks, so they can find new 
ways to stop them. 

Anything that reduces the 
number of heart attacks has a 
major impact on public 
health, since heart attacks are 
tiie biggest killer in the Un- 
ited States, taking 500.000 
lives a year. 

Dr. Alan Wilson of the 
Robert Wood Johusou 
Medical School based his 
birthday findings on records 
of 110,955 heart attacks tre- 
ated over a five-year period 
at 90 New Jersey hospitals . 
He presented his data at a 
meeting of the American 
College of Cardiology. 

The pattern was signifi- 
cantly different for. men and 


women. Dr. Wilson said. 
Men 's heart attack rates were 
21 per cent higher on their 
birthdays, but women’s were 
only 9 per cent higher. 

“Emotional stress and 
overindulgeoce , " sucb as 
drinking and smoking, might 
explain the birthday risk , he 
said. “The sex difference may 
give us dues about the trig- 
ger. ” 

The study of what touches 
off heart attacks is one of the 
newest in cardiology. It be- 1 
can with the discovery by Dr. 
James Muller in 1985 that 
people face their highest risk 
of heart attack during the 
first hour or two of the morn- 
ing. 

“ There is a lot of interest- 
ing information coming out 
on emotional stress. A birth- 
day is' a big event,” said Dr. 
Muller, a pbysidan at Deaco- 
ness Hospital in Boston. 

Dr. Wilson also found that 
people are more likely, to be 
seen for heart attacks on the 
day alter holidays. - Heart 
attacks were 16 percent more 
common than expected on 
the day after new Year's, 20 
per cent higher after Easter 
and 17 per cent higher after 
the Fourth of July. 

Several studies have found 
that heart attacks are also 
more common Mondays and 
during the winter. 

However , a British study 
presented at the conference 
suggests it’s cold weather, not 
just the time of year, that is 
bad for the heart. It found 
that heart attacks are more 
common than expected even 
on brisk days in the summer. 


Heart attacks “occur more year , ” said Dr. Bradley Mar- 
commonly on colder, days, chant of London Chest Hos- 
regardless of the time of the' pital. 

SOLUTIONS 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

1. The cargo. 

2. The bear. 

3. Catgut, a cord made from the intestines of the sheep, and 
sometimes from those of the horse, ass, or mule. 

4. The St. Bernard dog. 

5. Straight across the country. \ 

6. A sailing vessel used by the people of China or Japlm. 

* 'hr j5- Hr & • 

PUZZLES « 

A. 

(A) The conditions of the problem say that the diametef. of 
the cherry is three times that of the stone. Hence the &ze 
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Yeltsin rule 

i^niilS " (Owltoed ton page 1) 

tiie tiZ&Eb K) per cent of whom arc former 
- Ownraonist Party officials. Mr. 
i.. - *B «»> . • Yeltsin, a reformer and former 
communist leader, has a*y >T *'*^ 


a ^r foerongress okaying to restore 

? hardline communist rule. 


■ ‘ inc court ruling said Mr. Yelt- 
^ f «w*2bT *- ,sm elated eight articles of the 
"We u.^'ier;^ owgti tntion and the federative 
• treaty in his appeal to die nation 
'.Saturday nigh t 

^ The Supreme Soviet met brief- 
■ . - - Jy Tuesday after the court re- 
. leased its decision. But the Sup- 
.reme Soviet postponed oonsid- 
* eration of the court’s finding until 
Wednesday because of the funer- 
al earlier in the day of Mr. 
:>* Yeltsin’s mother. 

In his televised address Satur- 
day, Mr. Yeltsin declared 
emergeoCT rule, called for a pub- 
H lie vote-of-confidence in his admi~ 
. l# nistration, and said the April 25 
referendum could lead to a new 
i«'h h;i- ■- ■* constitution 
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numerous violations of the 
constitution in Mr. Yeltsin's 
speech, and said he “altered the 
constitutional separation of pow- 
ers between the federal organs of 
power.” 

“Introducing a special order of 
r government signifies a violation 
->-»rv t,f State u ^ separation of competence 

-Tiim...- 1 and DOWers between the Rncaan 


vec clearW 

-. n Fl, reipTvu - 
1 in 


; -j/T republics and administrative un- 

■ :.ffn r( l hi a, ’’ ‘O* * tS ’ ^ . 

Omstonh. ® ^ Commenting on the subject of 

t'"CJri^..’ iin P cachment » Mikhail 

; v ° j nci! of q, . ~ u t 


ihc 


. . Moiseyenko, a consultant to Jus- 
c ■ ‘ tice Viktor Luchin, said: “The 

■me. j<i . court’s conclusion is merely a 
■'<£ basis for the Supreme Soviet to 


i\7 pro i' decide whether to convene the 
* tv^. Congress of People’s Deputies, 

... , 1,^ which alone has the right to im- 


-id in a comn^ f peach” the presidenL 
‘ nir . ave wktifj ^ Mr. Yeltsin continued to oon- 
iruunn su coqi^^ ’•''solidate Us position Tuesday, 
luc.; oj the pa issuing a decree ordering Prime 
conservative ^ Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin to 
discredited jjj >"make sure elected and appointed 
state executives throughout Rus- 
sia follow presidential directives. 

The president's aides said the 
mail coming to Kremlin was run- 
ning nine to one in favour of his 
president’s plans to declare 
emergency rule and hold a re- 
ferendum. 

^ _ Mr. Yeltsin, elected, in demo- 
utiWwMe E, '-~ crat * c battotiog in toe 1991, said 
... V; hcaontr /-Saturday that he wanted a new 
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tore. 

Impeachment sentiment 
, strong among lawmakers. 

. .u:ii .'f rccoiuc. .. Khasbulatov and the con- 

^KincBd ■ gress have exposed introduction 
1 . : N'uf wonldT.. of a new constitution, argning the 
lii: inc (vy„ . .Communist-era charter is adequ- 

co .mJ ^ ate. Reformers contend the old 
constitution contains many con- 
tradictions and does not ade- 
quately define die rales of the 
executive and the legislative 
brandies. Under Soviet rule, all 
government organs were subser- 
vient to the Communist Party. 

“The court, also dominated by 
former Communist Party mem- 
bers, has ruled against Mr. Yelt- 
sin in the past, and Chairman 
•l ^Valery Zorkin Saturday characte- 
v .... |, nter pn* "prised the president’s speech as an 
" * ‘^attempted coup. 

' J*. L ^ |,iio. • If Mr. Yeltsin is perceived out- 

'i ! V'lnne * w ■* Rnssia to be taking on dic- 

‘ 5 *' '.' Lj fa i . r ta tonal powers, it would weaken 
CA ‘^ ‘.L mi-’ " his support in the West. 

: ,ir il> 11 U.S. Secretary of State Warren 

. .. ,.#nn!i ■ - .Christopher said Monday that the 

‘ " ! '!' r trf' U.S. backing of Mr. Yeltsin was 
1,: " conditioned on further democra- 

tic and economic reforms. 
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Settler kills Palestinian captive 


(C o nti nu ed from page 1) 


for throwing stones and Mocking 
roads. 

A recent spate of attacte by- 
Palestinians have prompted nght- 
wing legislators to urge Israeli 
civilians to not hesitate to shoot. 
But liberal lawmakers have com- 
plained this would turn Israel into; 
“the wild west.” 

Mr. Rabin delivered his com- 
ments Tuesday in this context, 
referring to random Arab stab- 
bing attacks and saying civilians 
should have overcome the attack- 
ers instead of expecting security 
forces to always be at hand. 

“We have to change our con- 
cepts... that one stabber should 
be able to run down an Israeli 


street and stab eight people. 

H public?” Mr. 


Where is the Israeli pubfii 
Rabin asked, adding, “and Pm 
not talking about guns.’* 

President Chaim Herzog and 
Police Minister Mosbe Sbahal 
both urged poblic restraint do* 
spite Arab attacks. 

Legislator DedS Zucker of the 
liberal Meretz Party said it 
appeared Abu Sabha “wasn’t kil- 
led, he was executed.” He asked 
on Israel army radio: “Are we 
fighting against terror while 
observing me law... or do we 
want to turn into a gang and 
adopt tiie law of the jungle?” 

Among other incidents Tues- 
day: 

— Khaled Nimer Masaimeb, 
18 i died after being shot during 
an army raid Monday night in the 
West Bank village of Beit 
Awwan. The army said troops 
fired on nusked men, one of 
whom ignored orders to pat down 
a chain. 

— ibe army announced a 
second lieutenant was jailed for 
14 days for taking “improper 
steps” to disperse protesters, 
which led to the death of the 
mentally “retarded boy Monday 
in die Gaza Strip. The army said 
it “apologised" to the family. 

In Gaza, two Palestinians were 
killed by unknown assailants sus- 
pected collaborators. Hie Fateh 
Hawks took responsibility for one 
of the killings. 


replace President Chaim Herzog, 
74, who is retiring after serving 
two five-year terms. 

The opposition Likud Party is 
Tunning Dov Shfiansky, a former 
parliament speaker. 

Results of secret balloting were 
expected by midday. 

The other race on Wednesday 
has become a popularity contest 
for the top job m the hardline 
Likud party. 

Benjamin “Bibi” Netanyahu, 
49, who gained Western attention 
as Israel’s main spokesman dur- 
ing the Gulf wax, is the front 
runner, according to party polls. 

He has been a sharp critic of 
the U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace process and a vociferous 
opponent of any move by the 

Labour gove rn ment to exchange 

land in exchange for peace with 
the Arabs. 


Hawk and dove in elections 


An outspoken dove was ex- 
pected to win Israel’s presidency 
in a parliament vote Wednesday, 
while polls indicate the opposi- 
tion Likud Party will choose a 
new hawkish leader. 

Former Defence Minister Ezer 
Weizman, 68, who in recent years 
has been a leading advocate of 
mating peace with the Palesti- 
nians, has majority support in 
parliament to become Israel's 
seventh president. 

He was nominated last month 
by the ruling Labour Party to 


Likud polls indicate Mr. 
Netanyahu will easily win the 
necessary 40 per cent of the vote 
on the first ballot, despite bis 
public admission earlier tins year 
of an extramarital affair. 

His opponents are David Levy, 
54, a Moroccan immigrant and 
former construction worker who 
served as foreign minister in the 
previous government, Benjamin 
Begin, 43, son of the late Prime 
Minister Menaehem Begin; and 
Moshe Katsav, 47, who has 11 
years of cabinet experience. 

The winner will replace Yit- 
zhak Shamir, who announced he 
would resign after Likud’s loss to 
the Labour Party in last June’s 
national elections. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s admission of 
marital infiddfty was at the cen- 
tre of the campaign’s mudsling- 
tng, since he hinted that he was 
being blackmailed by an oppo- 
nent, whom be did not name. 
Suspicion focused on Mr. Levy, 
whom Mr. Netanyahu called a 
“ mafia-like figure” in the candi- 
dates’ televised debate. 

Some analysts believe the divi- 
sive contest has hurt Likud’s 
chances of unseating Labour in 
the future. The next general elec- 
tions are expected in 1996. 

Yoel Marcus, political analyst 
for the Hebrew daily Harretz, 
wrote that “to great regret... the 
shape of the campaign heralds 
trouble for tile Likud, no matter 
who wins.” 

Mr. Levy, who has strong sup- 
port from the immigrant com- 
munity, has hinted he might split 
from tiie party or be uncoopera- 
tive should Mr. Netanyahu be 
elected. 

Mr. Netanyahu was firm in an 
interview Tuesday with Israel^. 
Radio. 

*1 am not going to ask anyone 
to leave the party, but I am going, 
to ask everyone to abide by the 
decision of the majority,” be 
said. 


Palestinian-Christopher talks set 


(Continued from page 1) 


He said the Palestinian side 
would be beaded by Faisal Hus- 
seini, chief adviser to the delega- 
tion (see page 3). 

Palestinian sources said an in- 
vitation for the informal talks 
came from Mr. Christopher. 

The sources, who insisted on 
anonymity, said that while the 
Palestinians agreed to the talks 
with Mr. Christopher, they have 
not committed themselves to the 
ninth round of negotiations. 

Israel has said it is ready to 
resume the negotiations. 

The Palestinian delegates told 
Mr. Christopher during his visit 
to the region Feb. 10-24 that 
Israel must repatriate the expel- 
lees immediately or at least speed 
up their return. 

The Palestinians also have 


complained of extensive human 
rights violatins in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Palestinian delegate Ghassan 
Khatib said the Palestinians 
hoped the informal session in 
Washington would help dear the 
way for tiie delegation to partici- 
pate in the April round. 

He said the talks would cover 
“all matters pertaining to the 
resumption of the talks.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nians would try to revive a six- 
point agreement they reached 
with Mr. Christopher during his 
Middle East tour last mouth to 
solve the expellees’ crisis and set 
the 16-monfb-old talks back on 
track. 

Palestinians said the deal crum- 
bled over Israel’s refusal to 
pledge a “binding commitment” 
to stop expulsions. 


Saudi women break down barriers in medicine 


By Sandy Feustel 
The Associated Press 
JEDDAH — When Siddiqa- 
Kamel Pasha addresses a medical 
‘conference, she is usually the 
only woman on the dais. 

No one is surprised to find her 
there, however, even though 
Saudi Arabia’s conservative soci- 
ety often segregates men and 
women. 


Women are barred from many 
kinds of work, but medicine is 


emerging as the one field where 
the sexes work side by side and 
women can advance according to 
their abilities. 

“There's been a social change 
in this country,” said Fawzia 
Pasha, Siddiqa’s daughter and 
also a physician. “People used to- 
tum down women doctors. Now 
they ask for them.” 

Saad Al Bosary of the King 

Faisal Specialist Hospital in 


Riyadh said it has 39 women 
doctors and “is similar to other 
Saudi Arabian institutions in pro- 
viding equal opportunity for 
female physicians.” 

Neither male nor female pa- 
tients refuse to be treated by 
women, and women often prefer 
gynecologists and obstetricians of 
their own sex, he said. 

Siddiqa Pasha, who now spe- 
cialises in that field, never let 
being a woman slow her down. 
As a young general practitioner 
before the oil boom of the 1960s. 
she was the only woman doctor at 


Jeddah's only general hospital. 
She came to Saudi Arabia, her 


ancestral land, from Pakistan and 
soon became a citizen. Her family 
originally is from the holy city of 
Mecca. 

Medicine in Saudi Arabia has 
come a long way since, and so has 
Dr. Siddiqa. In January, she was 


congratulated by the head of the 
World Fertility Federation, at a 
conference in Venezuela, for a 
video presentation on “test tube” 
babies delivered by the all woman 
team at her own hospital in 
Jeddah. 

Enrollment in Saudi Arabia's 
three medical schools is almost 
evenly split between men and 
women. The kingdom's 666 
women doctors make up 44 per 
cent of the total, according to 
health ministry statistics. 

The Islamic custom of segre- 
gating the sexes has even in- 
creased the demand for female 
doctors. Hospital administrators 
say many conservative women 
ask for doctors of the same sex so 
they will not have to expose 
themselves to men. 

Ten years ago. noting the 
trend. Dr. Siddiqa Pasha opened 
her own institution, Siddiqa 


Maternity and Children's Hospit- 
al, run “by women for women.” 
Her husband is managing 
director, but all doctors, techni- 
cians and nurses are women: 

A sign in the reception area, 
says: “No entry for males except 
with permission.” 

“I noticed that, because of the 
conservative society here, women 
really wanted a woman doctor 
they could confide in,” Dr. Siddi- 
qa said. “They're relieved when 
they see a woman doctor.” 
Fawzia Pasha, her daughter, 
received her medical degree in 
Jeddah and plans to join her 
mother as an obstetrician and 
gynecologist at the hospital in a 
few years. 

“Some people from outside say 
that Saudi women have no free- 
ddms — they're not allowed to 
drive, and so on. but when it 
comes to education, we're treated 


equally, almost preferred,” she 
said. 


Medicine may provide oppor- 
'tunity. but it is "a hard life,” Dr. 
Siddiqa said. When she was get- 
ting started, she delivered 5,000 
and 6.000 babies in her patients' 
homes, many in the middle of the 
night. 

Because women are not 
allowed to drive, she had to 
depend on the fathers for trans- 
portation. 

These days, Jeddah has many 
hospitals, all with the latest tech- 
nology. 

When aspiring women doctors 
ask Dr. Siddiqa how they can 
devote the time needed to be a 
doctor and not neglect their fami- 
lies. she explains: “We’re fortun- 
ate to have lots of domestic help- 
in this country, and we have the 
support of our extended fami- 
lies.” 


Dead Sea scrolls 


A challenge to religious beliefs 


By Partita S. Banerjee 


CHICAGO, U.S. — Was Jesus 
an Essene? In the 45 years since 
the Dead Sea scrolls were disco- 
vered, historians and Biblical 
scholars have fiercely debated 
that question, wondering if 
Christianity was an offshoot of 
the ascetic Jewish sect. Now, with 
the scrolls widely available to 
researchers for the first time, that 
and scores of other questions 
raised by the ancient documents 
are stoking fresh controversies in 
academic circles. And even rail- 
ing into question the very authen- 
ticity of the Christian Gospels. 

Sacrilege? Dr. Robert E. 
Eisenman, professor of Middle 
East religions at California State 
University near Los Angeles, 
cannot be bothered with charges 
of irreverence. “This (the scrolls) 
is native literature, the authentic 
1st century B.C. material, not 
reinterpreted, not reworked,” he 
asserted in a recent interview. “I 
can’t speak about the stories in 
the Gospels... But Christianity as 
we know it apparently never ex- 
isted in Palestine of the 1st cen- 
tury A.D. It only developed over- 
seas, in Greece and Rome, after 
(the Apostle) Paul’s representa- 
tion of things.” 

Dr. Eisenman emphasises that 
the Gospels are not necessarily- a 
true reflection of the thiking of 
Jesus and his disciples. Taking 
the scrolls as a more faithful 
portrayal of what he calls the 
“messianic movement” that pro- 
duced Jesus, Dr. Eisenman be- 
lieves “the story (of Christ) was 
turned into something else in the 
Greek and Roman circles in the 
interest, probably, of the Pax 
Romana (Roman Peace).” Not 
all scholars agree with foe radical 
interpretations of Dr. Eisenman 
and researchers like him. Writes 
Dr. James H. Charlesworth, pro- 
fessor at the Princeton Theologic- 
al Seminary, New Jersey, in the 
magazine Christian Century: “It 
appears that some researchers 
frustrated by decades of being 
barred from studying the unpub- 
lished documents, have rushed 
forth with conclusions based on 
rather hasty reconstructions and 
interpretations of fragmentary 
and ambiguous data.” 

It was Dr Eisenman, in fact, 
who was instrumental in enfran- 
chising Dead Sea scrolls research, 
breaking the monopoly of a spe- 
cially appointed panel of eight 
international scholars who for 
three decades had sole access to 


unpublished parts representing 
about 30 per cent of the ancient 
manuscripts. He said he was 
helped by “somebody who had 
access to the photographs of the 
scrolls" in the Jerusalem, reposi- 
tory. 

“We did this to free up the 
debate,” said Dr. Eisenman. 
“Why did we say we don't want 
to wait anymore for you folks? 
Because they (foe eight scholars) 
were just a buddy network. They 
all had the same ideas and no one 
with a conflicting opinion was 
allowed in. And they tried to give 
the impression that the unpub- 
lished material is uninteresting 
and has nothing to do with early 
Christianity. They were just 
blowing smoke because the mate- 
rial is fantastically interesting.” 

That was foe opinion of most 
scholars when the Dead Sea 
scrolls were first studied in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s. Here 
was foe true record of those 
momentous years in history, they 
exulted. But over foe years, with 
foe study of foe documents res- 
tricted to a small group, those 
early expectations were dam- 
pened. The impression that the 
writers of the scrolls — conjec- 
tured as foe ascetic Essenes — 
were the forerunners of Christ- 
ianity was made out to be sensa- 
tionalist and - unfounded. The 
scrolls, it was asserted, were far 
too ambiguous to lead to such 
definitive conclusions. 

The 2000-year-old Hebrew and 
Aramaic (the language Jesus 
spoke) writings on decaying rolls 
of leather were chanced upon in a 
cave, stored in jars, by two Be- 
douin shepherd boys in 1947 on 
foe northern shores of foe Dead 
Sea, some 16 kilometres east of 
Jerusalem. Some of foe manu- 
scripts were subsequently ac- 
quired by the chief priest of the 
Syrian Christians in Jerusalem, 
foe Metropolitan Mar Athanasius 
Yeshue Samuel, while tiie rest 
were secretly bought by the chief 
archaeologist of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, Prof. E.L. Sukenik. 

Today, the manuscripts are all 
housed, as national treasure, in 
Jerusalem's specially built Shrine 
of foe Book. In addition to the 
first texts acquired by Prof. Suke- 
nik and the Metropolitan, the 
shrine is repository of thousands 
of scroll fragments that were sub- 
sequently (early 1950s) disco- 
vered in nine other caves in the 
Qurnran region, many of them by 
the bedouins. 

One of the most significant of 


foe scroll texts is the so-called 
Community Rule, or Manual of 
Discipline . Setting forth statutes 
concerning organisation and 
structure of an ascetic commune, 
foe rule includes a penal code, 
rather severe, ranging from forfe- 
iture of rations to expulsion, 
admission procedures and other 
regulations. The commune is de- 
scribed as the faithful “remnant” 
of Israel preparing for foe King- 
dom of God. One section of the 
text that reads like a sermon 
divides mankind into two oppos- 
ing groups, foe good and foe bad, 
dominated respectively by the 
Spirit of Light and Spirit of Dark- 
ness — a dualisric philosophy 
probably borrowed from Irarfian 
(Zoroastrian) thoughts. 

Scholars studying the Com- 
munity Rule were intrigued by its 
dose resemblance to a 12* cen- 
tury document, the so-called 
Zadokite fragments, that was dis- 
covered in an old Cairo synago- 
gue in 1896. .But even more sur- 
prising was how the practices, 
laws and beliefs of a monastic 
community called Essene. as de- 
scribed by 1st century A.D. chro- 
niclers Josephus, Philo and Pliny 
foe Elder, appeared to agree with 
the tenets of the Community 
Role. Pliny, who described the 
Essenes as “solitary people, and 
.extraordinary beyond, ull others 
'in the whole world who live with- 
out women.. .and also without 
money," even located their most 
important settlement in much the 
same place where the scrolls were 
found. 

The obvious conclusion: the 
people of the scrolls were in fact 
the Essenes. Today, while the 
prevalent theory still identifies 
them with Essenes, some histo- 
rians, notably Dr. Eisenman and 
Dr. Michael Wise, assistant pro- 
fessor of Near Eastern languages 
and civilisations at the University 
of Chicago, tend to disagree. 
“There are too many things in the 
scrolls that do not accord with the 
Essene ideas,” says Dr. Wise. 
“For example: all the three clas- 
sical writers emphasise that the 
Essenes were celibate. Now, isn’t 
it odd that not one of the 
thousand pieces of their litera- 
ture (the scrolls) even mention 
celibacy, which was such a central 
tenet of the community." 

The Essene hypothesis is just 
too simplistic,” agrees Dr. Eisen- 
man. “The Essenes were peace* 
fill, retiring, monastic, the 

uietest people in the wilderness.- 
ninterested in the political, re- 


8 


volutionary struggles. Well, that's 
not foe Dead Sea scrolls. The 
Dead Sea scrolls are militant, 
aggressive, political, committed, 
apocalyptical, war-oriented, 
nationalist.” 

The militancy Dr. Eisenman 
talks about is best embodied in a 
document named “The War of 
foe Children of Light against the 
Children of Darkness.” The 
document is largely a manual for 
the commune's final war against 
the forces of evil, who include 
foreign aggressors styled Kittims, 
possibly Romans and Seludds 
(Syrian-Greeks). 

Another commentary exalts a 
“Teacher of Righteousness" and 
denounces his antagonist, the 
“Wicked Priest.” During foe ear- 
ly years of scrolls research, some 
rcholars, notably Andre Dupont- 
Sommer of France, initially iden- 
tified Jesus with the Teacher of 
Righteousness. Experts discount 
that identification today but 
agree the Teacher was one of the 
first leaders of the community. 
According to the Zadokite frag- 
ments found in Cairo, the com- 
munity subsequently split with 
foe Wicked Priest leading the 
breakaway faction. Some scho- 
lars believe the Wicked Priest was 
the Jewish rebel Jonathan Macca- 
baeus 1 ..wbo with his brothers re- 
volted against the Seludd ruler of 
-.the Holy Land around 160 B.C. 
but later sided with another Selu- 
dd, a pretender to foe throne, 
who made him the high priest. 

"The problem with such identi- 
fications,” explained Dr. Wise, 
“is that the scrolls speak in very 
ambiguous terms and andent 
Hebrew is such an imprecise lan- 
guage.” Add to this the frustra- 
tion of reading texts that come in 
countless tiny fragments, some 
containing just a letter or two. 
This is particularly true of the 
later finds, espedailly the abund- 
ance of material from Cave IV, 
much of which was in a state of 
advanced decay. It has been the 
task of the eight international 
scholars to make sense out of 
these tens of thousands of frag- 
ments, After carefully cleaning 
and flattening the fragments, 
their research teams photo- 
graphed them with infrared light, 
and sometimes ultraviolet, to ex- 
pose writing on blackened parch- 
ment no longer visible. The 
words were then identified and 
pieced together, so lines and 
eventually texts could be recon- 
structed. The process takes 
months, even years; wrote Frank 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 
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CROWN INTL ESTT. a 


PACKING. Am FREIGHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR-ta 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Packing, shipping 1 
Forwarding, storage ® 

worldwide Removals j 

Air, Sea and Land 


AMIN KA1NARA SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 


■A Kate Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair A- Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Uphotetry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street behind Phcca 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


* JUMBO photo 
sxzw 30% larger 


* From onlargo- 
mait t 20 x 30 


Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh rel: S23891 


RENT 


•- Many villas and apart- 
ment 1 ' are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further details, 
please call: 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roorruJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


We try harder. 



699-420 


DAROTEL 

,H£<|i|i= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.OBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



1 Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 


Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building . 2nd Floor 
Tel : 824677 


The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School ■ 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 633968 
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' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Birbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 


Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight > 


» 
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Special Chinese Foods 
Soiled Gdnese Chefs 


| Open 1UO-3-30 A WMlJo 

Taka away is avaHabta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

|T»L 6»i»28, Aimruml 

tiKt Tirtfd 
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CHINA 

House Restaurant 

ft Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan, 
ft Special Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

☆ Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade & Industry Road. 
TeL 667755 


A Restaurant %\t( 
An Artistic Ambiance 


_Vj1 


entmo 


RESTAURANT 


JABAL MHUH FIRST CIRCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEL (3*3H 




French 



\) 


(Eufcinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 



Moore Cross Jr., one of the eight 
scholars: “It is the ultimate in 
jigsaw puzzles." 

“Matching the fragments,’* ex- 
plained Dr. Wise, “is done on the 
basis of several- factors. First of 
all, handwriting. Then foe colour 
of the leather parchment. After 
that, you try to fill out the gaps by 
guessing missing words by refer- 
ring to works like the Old Tes- 
tament.. .It is the most intellec- 
tually draining thing I have ever 
done... And sometimes there is 
no due at all. No biblical quota- 
tions or anything to help ml out 
all the words. Like in the Dying 
Messiah text." That text, one of 
the first scrolls published after the 
monopoly of the international 
scholars was broken last autumn, 
figures prominently in the 
theories advanced by Eisenman 
and Wise that the Dead Sea 
documents do after all have a 
significant bearing on Christian- 
ity. The text has a line that could 
- be translated as “They will put to 
death the Prince of the Congrega- 
tion" or “The Prince of the Con- 
gregation will kill him.” Dr. 
Eisenman and Dr. Wise, setting 
foe line in context, argue that if 
foe first translation is correct, the 
people of foe scrolls can be pre- 
sumed to have believed in the 
idea of a leader (Messiah) who 
would suffer and die — a wholly 
Christian concept. 

There is considerable dispute, 
though, over which of foe two 
translations can be accepted. At a 
recent seminar of 20 English Bib- 
lical scholars organised at Oxford 
University by the noted scrolls 
expert Geza Vermes,* it was the 
second translation that found 
favour, leading to the interpreta- 
tion that the leader was not slain 
but himself slew. 

According to Dr. Wise and Dr. 
Eisenman, more significant evi- 
dence linking the scrolls to 
Christianity comes from another 
text named “Messianic Vision” 
by Dr. Eisenman. For in this text 
is mentioned one of the centra] 
concepts ofChristianity, the idea 
of resurrection. In Dr. Wise’s 
. translation, the relevant line* 
reads: “The Heavens and foe 
Earth shall obey (God’s) Mes- 
siah,” and “He shall heal foe 
wounded, resurrect the dead, 
preach glad tidings to the poor." 
In addition, says Dr. Wise, words 
and sentiments in at least two 
other newly studied scrolls are in 
close agreement with portions of 
the New Testament. — 

World News Unit 


i 


ie 

at 

i- 

in 

r. 

5f 

m 

it 

i- 

:r 


fi- 

rs 

:o 


a- 

;o 

ie 

in 

>e 

»E 

ic 

iv 


■d 

ie 

.*s 

nr 

in 

ar 

ir 













I 


Bogues does not let 
(lack of) height 







hinder him 



CHARLOTTE (AP) — The 
cynics may still laugh at Muggsy 
Bogues, but they should know 

better after five years. 

Instead of lingering as a 12th 
man with very little playing time 
because he’s 5-foot-3 (160 cen- 
timetres). Bogues is starring for 
the Charlotte Hornets after a. 
frustrating rookie year with the 
Washington Bullets. He has 
maintained a place among tbe 
statistical leaders in the NBA. 
and Bogues also is proving that 
he has a place in the game domin- 
ated by bigger men. 

“That’s the ultimte, knowing 
that you can be among the top 
guards in the league and yon’re 
starting and you're being re- 
spected as a starter,” Bogues 
says. “It's something that I’ve 
always believed, that I am a 
starter." 

The former Wake Forest star is 
working on leading the Hornets 
into the playoffs in their fifth 
year. It's a lofty goal for a player 
whose hoop heroes as a youngster 
were not in the pros. 

“When I was growing up, I 
didn't watch the NBA that 
much,” Bogues says.' “I watched 
college some. I was mainly in- 
volved in my own sports, guys 
around the neighbourhood. I bad 
neighbourhood heroes. I didn’t 

have NBA heroes because I 
couldn't really relate to them.” 

The National Basketball Asso- 
ciation did have small guards 
Act, but by Bogues’ standards 
Nate “tiny” Archibald was a 
monster of a guard at 6-fbot-l 
(185 centimetres). There was Cal- 
vin Murphy and Charlie Crist, 
also of the era where being a 
point guard didn't necessarily re- 
quire the build of a frontcourt 
player. 

With his neighbours telling bira 
to foiget pro toll, Bogues put his 
athletic life in perspective and 


made college his next challenge. 
He took the wisdom he gained 
from Woods to Wintson-Salem, 
where he became an all-Atlantic 
coast conference performer and 
less of a novelty. 

He played in 79 games and 
handed out 404 assists while scor- 
ing a modest 5 points peT game. 

But bogues watched the 
coaching staff change the offense ' 
around him to a more deliberate 
style. It took him away from his 
type of game and caused Bogues 
to wonder if the coaches would 
stick with him. 

It was nice to be near his home 
of Baltimore, Bogues said, but 
the situation was “uncomfort- 
able.” 

“I was unhappy, I wasn't play- 
ing like I thought I should have 
been playing,” he says. 

Bogues feels be didn't get the 
shot he deserved. 

“They just gave up on me too 
quick,” he says. “For them to 
give up on a number one pick that 
egrly, it was kind of unusual.” 

1 When time came for Charlotte 
to pick bom the expansion pool, 
the team took a chance on 
Bogues. Still, in his first year with 
his new team, he had to prove he 
belonged. 

“I had another coach who 
didn’t believe in me, but I was 
doing so many positive things out 
on tbe floor that there was no way 



San Antonio center David Robinson has no problem keeping tbe bafl 
out of reach of Charlotte guard Muggsy Bogues 


he could stop playing me.” he 
says. “I was that important to the 


says. I was that important to the 
team that he had to play me.” 

Dick Harter was the coach. 
After a season and a half he was 
gone. Bogues went from a bit 
player to a key performer, raising 
his assists from 620 to 867 from 
his first year in Charlotte to Iris 
second, which was under gene 
littles. 

Last season Bogues was fourth 
in the NBA in assists and eighth 
in steals. He put on his best 


basketball toward the dose of 
1991-92, when the Hornets were 
flirtipg with a playoff spot. 

This year, Charlotte is ex- 
pected to dose the deal on a 
playoff berth. With Larry John- 
son, Kendall Gill and Alonzo 
Mourning, the Hornets were 
{ricked before tbe season started 
to be among the eight teams in 
the Eastern Conference to fight 
for the crown. 


His peers are convinced 
Bogues can do the job. 


“It’s a good thing he's that 
short,” Seattle guard and former 
North Carolina State star Nate 
McMillan says. “I can’t imagine 
how good he’d be at 6 foot (183 
centimetres). But his shortness 
makes him so hard to guard and 
also makes him seem even fas- 
ter.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italy deprived of Baggio against Maltese 


ROME (R) — Italy will be deprived of gifted Juventns playmaker 
Roberto Baggio on Wednesday when they seek a victory over Malta 
which would lift them to the top of their World Cup qualifying group. 
Baggio, scorer of 16 goals in just 27 internationals, badly bruised iris 
side as his club defeated Benfica in a UEFA Cup tie lasat week and 
has been ruled out. . 


challenger Nigel Short announced bids worth up to S6.1 million to 
stage a breakaway final but did not set a venue. The grandmasters, 
who have parted with the game's ruling body in a row over their 
world title play-off, said they would take up to two weeks to decide 
where it would take place. They announced five bids ranging from 10 
million German marks ($6.1 million) to 1.2 million pounds ($1.8 
million). 


Van Basten return put off again 


ITF to give $50,000 to Ashe Foundation 


MILAN (R) — AC Milan striker Marco van Basten will miss his 
dub’s key European Cup semifinal group match with Sweden’s IFK 
Gothenburg next month after failing to recover from injury as 


quickly as hoped. The Dutchman, current European Footballer of 
tiie Year, has not played since an ankle operation last December but 
was expected to be fit for the April 7 tic. However, his return, 
originally scheduled for early March, is being delayed once more. 


LONDON (AP) — The International Tennis Federation announced 
it will donate $50,000 to the Arthur Ashe Foundation for tbe defeat 
of AIDS. The federation’s committee of management also agreed on 
a postumous ITF award for services to the game to Ashe, the former 
U.S. Open, Australian Open and Wimbledon titlist, who died of 
AIDS in February. The ITF said the award was for Ashe's 
“contribution to player development and humanitarian projects and 
in recognition of his achievements as both a Davis Cup player and 
successful team captain.” 


Russian boxer Artemiev in coma 


Sao Paulo, Palmeiras lose to minor teams 


ATLANTIC CITY (R) — Boxer Sergei Artemiev remained in a 
coma in the intensive care unit of Atlantic City Medical Center 
following his loss to Carl Griffith Sunday, promoters of the card said. 
The 24-year-old Russian was removed from the ring on a stretcher 
after his United States Boxing Association lightweight title bout was 
stopped at 2:21 of the 10th round. The fight was scheduled for 12 
rounds. Bob Arum, president of top Rank Promotions, said in a 
statement: “We’re all praying for this tremendous prizefighter.” 


Kasparov, Short announce bids for final 

LONDON (R) — World chess champion Garry Kasparov and 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Palmeiras and World Club Champions 
Sao Paolo both suffered humiliating defeats against minor teams in 
the Sao Paulo Soccer Championship at the weekend. Sao Paulo were 
beaten 2-0 at home by XV de Piraacaba, who finished the game with 
10 men, while Palmeiras threw away a lead as they lost 2-1 against 
bottom dub Juventus. Palmeiras still lead Group A of the competi- 
tion, one point ahead of Corinthians who thrashed Santos 5-2 in front 
of a 52,000 crowd. The top six teams in Group A, which indndes all 
the big dubs, and tbe top two in Group B qualify for the second 
stage. FI amine use and Vasco da Gama raced muddy changing rooms 
before their Rio de Janeiro championship match after heavy rain 
flooded part of the Maracana Stadium. 


DOES YOUR SISTER 
EVER AGGRAVATE YOU] 


f HOW MANY HOURS 
ARE IN THE PAY? j 


/W HAT WAS > 
THE QUESTION 7i 


[WHO ARE THEY ' 
TALKING ABOUT?. 


( DID ' 
SOMEBODY 
MENTION 
COOKIES? , 
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MUTT WOURFOtrtYFIVE 
VEARS TS>€ET|<Bi VbUWERS 

always THe smart tall. 

OWE AND I WAS ALWAYS 
THE SHORT UTILE 
DUMBBELL 



NELL.’WiS MAV COME Woo MEAN 
AS A SURPRISE -BVtoU'J MAKE ME 
I HEARD THAT THE /SHORT AND 
BOSS HAS BEEN ) DUMB AND 
tHINKjW about I You tall and 
REWRSINS THE \ SMART? 
situation forthe Kg* _ 
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Women’s national basketball 


team begins training Monday 


AMMAN — The Kingdom’s 
women’s natkmal basketball team be- 
gins training Monday, March 29, after 
a long absence from the b a s k e t ball 


Players representing AJ Ahb, A1 
Jazireh and Homeotmen dubs met at 
the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) this week to agree upon a' 


training schedule and a possible parti- 
cipation in the Saddam International 
Championship in Baghdad, April 28- 
May 4. Players representing A1 
Ortbodoxi were absent from the sebe- 
mcdifie - 


The women’s national basketball 
team was last regrouped in 1983. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 25, 1993 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don’t allow a partner or dose 
business associate npset yonr 
•equilibrium as Venus squares Mars 
but take the time to sit down and 
quietly ponder a way to make 
erverything more satisfactory. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to mm around 
some of your present methods of 
getting routines done so they are 
more effective in the future for 
yon. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now find that revision of some 
recreational or entertainment 
-plans can make them more agree- 
able to you so don’t be hesitant 
about doing so. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t be affected by some condi- 
tion at home that an be a pain in 
tbe neck for you can handle it 
during the day and tonight be off to 
fun pl easures . 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have some plan you 
had hoped would work out does 
not fit your situation so accept a' 
new way and let it work in your 
best interest. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) In any 
discussions about funds you may 
be mistaken in the standpoint you 
take so carefully check and make 
sure you have correct facts and 
figures. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


22) Nothing early seems to work 
our as you expe cte d so go along 
with whatever arises i m p e r s onally 
and you can handle all very well 
until good events come along. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You thought you were through 
with 90 annoying condition mn 
there are still unfinished tasks to 
do about it, tonight you get pretty 
much what you want. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You thought you knew just 
where you stood with a private 
person but it does nor look that 
way so don’t push but let things 
work themselves out. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the day to 
use much care in your association 
with highly placet! persons but in 
the evening good friends make up 
for any day time tension. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is the time when 
you want to decide bow best to get 
along with others m the future but 
strange conditons hap pen to dam- 
pen such ardor. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You seem to have more 
bills or other practical matters that 
you can attend to but take them 
one by one and tonight new in- 
terests intrigue you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you find an associate 
upon whom you can usually rely 


upon being difficult so remember 
mat persons good points, tonight 


mat persons good points, tonight 
be happy with your mate. 



FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 26, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be- 
nefits can be yours today as tbe 
Moon in Tauros sextiks Mercury 
and Man and Trines Neptune. 
Yon will most likely be participat- 
ing in same unexpected events that 
require a whole new approach. 


22) Yonr interest in improving 
your property or possessions is a 
good one now so don’t put off but 
get busy and make them more 
attractive and valuable. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look for those persons today dint 
you regard as partners and associ- 
ates and make a. point K> come to a 
new and better agreement with, 
them. 


TAURUS: (April TO to May 20) 
You can delight and nlease a fellow 


LIBRA: (September 23 -to October 
22) This is the day for yon to do the 
dungs that you tike most for your 
charm is high, your judgment good, 
and others are wiHmg to go along 
with you. 

SCORPIO: ^October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have an innate love for 
mysteries and investigating what 
others do not understand and dm 
is an excellent time for uncovering 
the truth. 


associate with suggestions on bow 
to improve the casks you are doing 
together as well as render some 
special favour. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about what you can do to 
make your attachment realise the 
extent and depth of your affections 
and you cement a bond tighter 
.between you. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good day to bedeck 
your residence in more art, music 
or culture for it would make it a 
happy, more pleasant place for all 
of your family. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Seek 
out those with whom you have 
usual daily association and let them 
know yon enjoy their society and 
you would like to spend even more 
tune' with them. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can reach out 
to tire friends and acquaintances 
who have tbe same sense of bumor 
of fim as yourself and you can have 
a really wonderful time. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) The good opinion of 
the public and those in the position 
of influence and prominence is 
important to you and by your own 
acts you can gain it today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have so many good 
new ideas that you hardly know 
where to start gaining them so 
early decide what you want, who 
can help you go after your aims. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Look for some special happi- 
ness with your mace or fiance today 
for most everyone is feeling coop- 
erative and affectionate for person- 
al enjoyment. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARF 
ft TANNAH MRSCH 

Trtouna MmM n mw. In 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1-— Neither vulnerable, as South 

you bold: 

4AK93 9AQ76 0AQI072 «Void 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A. — A very good hand indeed, but 
if you elected to jump to two dia- 
monds you have accomplished no 
more than rob yourself of valuable 
bidding room you will need later. 
Take it easy until a trump fit has 
been located. Respond one 
diamond. 


Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J3 VAKQ83 084 4AQ107 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 -Pass 1 * Pass 

2 # Pane 2 0 Paw 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner's bnd of the fourth 
suit promises another bid. so there’s 
no reason to do anything rash, de- 
spite a pretty good hand. We would 
simply rebid two hearts and wait to 
see where partner is going. 


you hold: 

46 9AQJ62 0AQ6 4KQ63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

19 14 Pass Pass 

9 

What action do you take? 

A. — The problem with bidding 
some number of dubs is that it is 
too J umlatexa]— it rules out punish- 
ing one spade as well as a d i a mon d - 
contract The correct call is double. 
Since partner baa not yet bid, that 
is stfll for takeout, although North 
is free to convert to penalties with 
tha right hand. 


Q.3 — Neither vnfaer&le, as South 
you bold: 

4K984 9AJ83 0943 483 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 9 Paw 2 9 Paw 

2 4 Paw ? 

What action do you take? 

Whether partner’s bid was a 
genuine suit or a request for help in 
spades, you have ample value* to 
insist on game— but in which suit? 
Let partner make the choice by 
Taming to three spades. 


QJ5— - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A10 992 0AKJ1085 4K107 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
10 19 1 NT Paw 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A.-— This is not tbe time to count 
points. Your hand should produce 
from six to eight tricks for partner, 
and it will be easier for him to eome 
to nin« trirlm opposite tint kriMiwj 
than with some random 18-19 
points. Bid three no trump. 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ10 9876 082 4AQJ97 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
14 Paw 2* Paw 
2 NT Paw 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You want to play in game, but 
don’t know whether it should be in 
spade* or no tra m p. Rebid three 
spades, and leave tbe decision to 
partner. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 19%3 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 24, W93 

f* Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarmH Righter Foundation ; 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Three Mboo squares to Man, Nep- 
tune and Uranus and Moon Vota 
of Course late in the evening make 
for a difficult sort of day but you 
should be able to BA any problems 
that arise with caution and tact. 


exact condition you desire them to 
be as you are stickler for perfec- 
tion. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't let an older person from a 
distance come and take up your 
time so that you do not get into 
those various tasks that you have 
agreed to do. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
The e xp en se connected with some 
pleasure can ke ep you from en- 
joying it but spend tune fixing and 
im p rovin g your appearance and 
vitality. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have many things to do for your 
home and family so pitch in and do 
Th fin and don’t allow a depressive 
outride associate to interfere. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 211) You have some shopping 
errands and to make arid if 
you spend all your time on usual 
routines you will not be able to 
really handle them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} You 
need to start this day right by 
fading out just where you stand 
financially and what you can do to 
solve your practical problems that 
do come up. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider what 'you need to do 
to have conditions about you in the 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This k your day to tackle and 
to get rid of those private and 
intimate n»ta you have to do but 
have not had the time to get iheur 
in back of you. . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Noveiig, 
ber 21) Think about what pereomT 
have been good to you and go out 
of your way to do something that 
will especially please them and 
they will respect to you. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to i 
December 21) Now is tbe day ter i 
make sure that whatever you do 
the world of outride acting should? | 
be in a diplomatic, careful and 1 ; 
tactful manner. ■*: 


T- 

CAPRICORN*. (December 22 to j 
January 20) That new plan thaj, j 
appeals to you so much is very 
good but for you to take fulT 
advantage of potential benefits yoty- 
need to study all facets more deep) 
ly. N 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your intuitions are not up! 
to par today and do not rely npofl 1 
them but use accepted and proven, 
methods in any business matters up 
be done. 


PISCES: (February 20 to 'March. 
20) Tty to carry through with.* 
promises you have made in any, 
agreements with outside associates 
and show every details of sudt are . 
important to you. 



‘Pizza seems less fattening if you cut • 
the pepperoni sliGes in the shape of - * 
Richard Simmons.” 




THAT SCRAMBt FT? WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these tar Jumbles, 
«ne letter to each square, to form 
four ortfinary words. 






Print answer here : 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MONEY LOFTY SHOULD MEADOW 


Answer What Swiss cheese certainly is — 
■‘HOLE-SOME" 


THE Daily Crossword h,ud«. Fw 




ACROSS 
1 Divulge 

indiscreetly 
5 Cease 
9 Pickle cure 

14 Eng. river 

15 Style 

16 KJngty 

17 Lain 

18 Eve's grandson 

19 Tusk material 

20 Tumpflca hefcK? 

23 — poetic* 

24 Above, in poesy 

25 Beginners for 
dinner 

29 Fled afoot 
31 A-one 
35 Tickle one's 
fumy bone 
38 Yearns 

38 Once named 

39 Sefleck fim 

42 — de France 

43 Prinking bout 

44 Hoflywood prize 

45 “Porgy and — " 
47 Last words from 

a Ms. 

4a Russ, guflds 
49 Vast time period 

51 Numerical prefix 

52 WHne Nelson Mt 

80 ReHglous 

masterpiece 

61 Top 

62 “ftuta Britannia" 
composer 

63 “Lou Grant" 

64 Bran kin 

65 EHminatas 

66 Plow man 
67Mea 

68 Howls 





DOWN 

1 Clobber 

2 Caron rote 

3 To and a 
bone.." 

4Ateott 

heroine 

5Dsut» 

6 Bennett and 
Cutis 

7 Aroma 

8 Juarez cash 


9 Under-the-table 
ind u c emen t 

10 Turn back 

11 Stravinsky 

12 Not one 

13 Eng. cathedral 

—town 

21 Hip boots 

22 Calypso drum 

25 Sir, in New Delhi 

26 "A miss is es 
good as—" 

2? High-speed 
sleds 

28 Bat wood 

29 Cowboy carnival 

30 Pot starter 
32 Chilled and 

ready 

33 or punishment 

34 Brands 
36 Fat 


* Puzda Solved: 


FISTS ' ninnn Eimora 
ncinn nnnn 
noon anon 
nronnnnnn 
nnnui nnnnnnn 
nnanmnnn nHH 

nran nrBHRfi nnniRn 

L»nraonnin- rfirr 
0™nnnjnn nnrnnnm 
□nnnn 

fpnn ciann mnnrn 


50 Windy Ctty hub 


wily nub 

37 S meltin g rafusB 51 DonvwdcgtBs 
52sSrwttbutary 

41 FDR's vA«tn w n-* h,. 3 


41 FDR's veep 
46 Hunte r's dog 
48 fiery 


53 Oahu goose 

54 Coarse file 

55 Eight prat. 


56 Dress 

57 opera phim 

58 Car race 

59 Capone's 
nemesis 

80 Steno's need 
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Romania 
plans cash 
handouts 
to offset 
t>rice shock 


BUCHAREST (R) — The 
' Romanian government plans to 
offer cash handouts to offset price 
hikes sparked by market reforms, 
. government officials said Toes- 


^P- ■' “The government is conader- 

and^, ! tog ways to cushion the impact of 
d ■ moves to scrap price subsidies 

th. ; starting May 1,” an official with 

ned .^the government’s press office told 
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•as bank* 
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an® ■? .LIMA (R) — Peruvian President 
) off- Alberto Fujimori, whose govern- 
iob* meat is strongly promoting fore- 
saw! ign investment, predicts up to 
10,000 foreign business people 
flier ai^ will obtain citizenship here after 
a com*? die elimination of a two-year 
latruiffe residency requirement, 
m tariff “This is not a migration policy 
:bnt ap investment policy,” Mr. 
iiogios t ' Fujimori said in a television inter- 
iv of ft view late Sunday. 

« own He said each migrant would be 
cs of ft required to pay $25,000 and make 
a commitment to invest in the 
l MnpW« £ ^ country. 

the Ari 1 _ “We calculate that with 10,000 
. Octofc immigrants that could mean $250 
million to create new jobs," Mr. 
:orse li- Fujimori said, adding that the 
lutrons^ .funds would be channelled 
1 brad * . through a social investment fond, 

jnied • ! On Friday, the constituent con- 
gress dominated by his Nueva 
h 3 d w . Mayoria-Cambio 90 Party mod- 
unistr^ ; filed the 1979 constitution to per- 
ilemctvL rint a dispensation of the two-year 
ise j # residency requirement “accord- 
Mobs .ing to law.” Simultaneously, a 
t ,f law facilitating the entry to Peru 

... rfgti pf foreigners who intend to invest 
■niil* -in Pern was presented by the 
: official party. 

„ • > Victor Joy Way, a former in- 

■ idhstry minister who is now an 
; official co ngr essman, said at least 
*■3,000 foreigners — mostly from 

■ South East Asia — had applied 

m ifor Peruvian citizenship. 

^ ■ Political observers said the me- 

■ asure was tailor-made for Hong 
! Kong businessmen who want to 

; leave when it returns to mainland 

* l ■ China in tiie year 2,000. 


LONDON 


Dollar plummets to historic low in Tokyo 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar fell to 
a record low of 115.20 yen in 
Tokyo Tuesday just before claw- 
ing bad: to finish at a historic 
Tokyo dosing low of 11533 yen. 

Currently dealers said selling 
by foreign operators battered the 
dollar and predicted further falls. 

“The dollar could fall further in 
overseas markets given this 
mood,” said a foreign bank deal- 
er in Tokyo. 

Speculation Japan might bow 
to pressure from Washington and 
other trading partners to boost 
the yen as a way to trim its huge 
trade surplus continued to bolster 
the Japanese currency. 

Market players also appeared 
keen to test the nerve of the Bank 
of Japan (BOJ), which many 
expect to intervene to halt the 
yen's latest surge. 


Reuters. 

_ Starting May, Romanians will 
get cash handouts and a new 
indexation of wages, to partly 
cover price rises tiggered by mar- 
ket reforms, the official said. 

The monthly rise in Romanian 
consumer prices slowed to 83 per 
cent in February, from 115 per 
cent the previous month. 

I But more price hikes are ex- 
pected in May, as the government 
lifts tire last subsidies on staple 
foods and key services, to com- 
plete a price liberalisation drive 
launched in October 1990. 

Annual inflation was around 
200 per cent in 1992. In February, 
unemployment breached the 
psychologically sensitive one mil- 
lion threshold, and the jobless 
rate rose to 9.4 per cent by 
mid-March, according to labour 
ministry data. 

Earlier this month, the govern- 
ment increased average monthly 
wages by 9.1 per cent in the first 
quarter of 1993, when prices are 
expected to rise by 18.2 per cent. 

The government would make a 
final announcement on the size of 
cash handouts and owuld set a 
new level of wage indexation for 
tiie second quarter of 1993, after 
talks with big trade unions, gov- 
ernment sources said. 

There were no advance figures 
for the amount of the envisaged 
handouts. 


Fujimori, 
predicts 
10,000 
businessmen 
could settle 
*inPeni 




Jacques Attali 


urges 
Western 
help 
to save 
Russia 

LONDON (R) — The West 
should contribute money to save 
Russia from breaking up under 
the force of its political crisis, 
Jacques Attali, president of the 
European Bank for Reconstruct- 
skm and Development (EBRD), 
said Monday. 

“I think that with six or seven 
billion dollars, pledged by all the 
countries involved, we could be- 
gin to do something serious," Mr. 
AttasK told Channel Four televi- 
sion in London. 

He added that April could be 
the last opportunity, to help. “If 
nothing is done during that 
month... then there is a very 
great chance that the crisis will 
not be resolved, that the Russians 
will despair,” he said, ackfing that 
Russia would then split up as the 
former Soviet Union did. 

“If we see the split of Russia 
into 20 feudal kingdoms, all of 
them with nuclear warheads and 
chemical weapons, this, as (U.S. 
Secretary of State) Warren 
Christopher has said, would be a 
nightmare for the world,” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Attali said a Western con- 
tribution would not be a give- 
away. 

“It's not charity. Imagine what 
a nightmare it would be, that kind 
of disorder in Russia. Imagine 
what we can do if Russia is a 
peaceful nation, producing oil, 
exporting, being a consumer for 
our own goods and being able to 
relax our own defence pay- 
ments,” he said. 

Rouble slides 

MOSCOW (R) — The rouble 
tumbled to another new low 
Tuesday. Officials at the Moscow 
Interbank Currency Exchange 
(MICEX) said the rouble fell to 
684 per dollar, from 667 last 
j Thursday. .Turnover on the tiny 
pTphang f. feD to 59.98 million , 
from 68.69 million on Thursday. 
The rouble has been f al ling all 
year as money supply soars and 
confidence fades that Russia will 
be able to bring spiraling inflation 
under control. Consumer prices 
rose 25 per cent in the month to 
February, below the January rate 
of 28 per cent but three times the 
government target. 


;■ LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
* ’• leading world currencies and gold a gains t the dollar at midsession 
■ on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


23 * 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2463/70 

1.6300/10 

1.8335/45 

13095/105 

33.65/69 

5.5450/500 

1578/1580 

11535/40 

7.7185/285 

6.9350/450 

63650/750 

$1.4820/30 

$331.80/33230 


fanaiBan dollar 

Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


“Intervention fears make it dif- 
ficult to sell the dollar, but we 
want to see when the bank (BOJ) 
will step in,” said Yuko Fukaku- 
sa, assistant manager at Tokai 
Bank. 

The dollar also eased against 


see what factors accounted for 
tiie dollar’s leatest drop since the 
U.S. currency should have 
strengthened at a time of global 
uncertainty such as that sparked 
by political turmoil in Russia. 

Asked what was causing the 


the German mark, falling to dollar’s plunge, Mr. Haya&hi told 
1.6560 marks at the 0830 GMT reporters. “I don’t get it- The 


Tokyo dose. 

It dosed in New York Monday 
at 1.6375 marks and 115.62 yen 
after plunging to then-record 
lows against & yen on a Tokyo 
stock market rally, political tur- 
moil in Russia and technical fee- 
tors that bolstered the Japanese 
currency. 

The dollar’s relentless plunge 
appeared to confound Japanese 
policy-makers Tuesday. 

Finance Minister Yoshiro 
Hayashi said it wass difficult to 


dollar has been a safe-haven cur- 
rency but it seems the market 
does not think so.” 

Some economists said inves- 
tors’ moves away from European 
currencies because of worries ab- 
out Russia probably helped to 
boost die yen and so indirectly 
weaken the dollar. 

But some said other factions 
such as expectations Tokyo will 
soon craft a big fiscal package to 
ldckstart its staled economy were 
also probably behind the yen’s 


rise. 

“I'd be a tittle sceptical of the 
yen as a safe-haven,” one said. 

Worries about the yen's rise as 
well as about Russia, where Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin is struggling to 
stay in power, weakened Tokyo 
share prices which anyway were 
ready for a breather. 

The 293 share Nikkei average 
dosed down 292.77 points, or 
136 per cent, at 18,491.62. The 
decline still leaves the market 
1,671.01 points above its level at 
foe end of February. 

'Today’s fell was natural given 
the recent surge,” said one fore- 
ran broker, “investors withdrew 
from the market today, eyeing 
Russia, but more small lot and 
foreign buying* is expected ahead 
of the fiscal year end (on March 
31). 


Schlesinger says German 
unity troubles underestimated 


FRANKFURT (R) — Bundes- 
bank President Helmut Schlesin- 
ger has said the difficulties of 
German unity had been under- 
estimated and had made monet- 
ary policy difficult. 

He also said the German cen- 
tral bank lowered its discount 
rate by half a percentage point to 
73 per cent Thursday because 
M3 money supply growth has 
slowed, wage increases have been 
moderate and the outlook for 
inflation has improved. 

But the inflation rate has been 
and is still too high, he added. 

“I hardly need to underline the 
feet that the difficulties of tiie 
unification process were under- 
estimated,” he said. 

Mr. Schlesinger referred to 
monetary union between the two 
parts of divided Germany in 1990 
and pointed in particular to 
efforts to quickly bring east Ger-. 
man wages up to west German 
levels. 

“We are still suffering from a 
number of the mistakes even 
today,” he said. 


“The comparatively favourable 
starting conditions, supported by 
an unrealistic conversion rela- 
tionship, caused the difficulties of 
the ta«V to be underestimated,” 
be added. 

Mr. Schlesinger’s predecessor 
at the Bundesbank, Karl Otto 
Poehl, resigned in 1991 shortly 
after saying the terms of German 
monetary union had been dis- 
astrous. 

“The result is disaster as you 
can see,” Mr. Poehl had said, 
drawing a sharp rebuke from 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

Many economists have said the 
relatively high inflation rate in 
Germany in the last two years is 
the direct result of the Bonn 
government* s decision in 1990 to 
let east Germans convert their 
ostmarks into west German, 
marks at an unrealistically 
favourable exchange rate. 

East German marks were con- 
verted at an average rate of one 
west German for 1.8 east German 
marks — roughly five times the 


Kenya cancels key reforms 


NAIROBI (R) — Kenya re- 
versed key economic liberalisa- 
tion measures Monday in a major 
row with the International 


ters to keep hard currency instead 
of remitting it to bank said re- 
ceipts from tea and coffee exports 
must also be handed over to the 


NfonefaiyFunidr(IliiffyiH3 Worid ^central authorities. ’ ' 


Bank over economic policy. 

The central bank rem traduced 
several foreign currency controls 
lifted only last mouth, ranging 
from regulations on imports to the 
purchase of air tickets. 

President Daniel Arab Moi 
simultaneously blasted as “un- 
realistic” conditions demanded 
by the IMF and the World Bank 
for a restoration of crucial bar 
lance of payments aid and said his 
government would restore an 
“ a ppropriate and feasible,” eco- 
nomic framework. 

“As a sovereign state, Kenya 
will no longer accept any form of 
economic arm-twisting from any 
quarter,” he said. 

Lashing out at the IMF, Fi- 
nance Minister Musalia Mudava- 
di said the reforms it prescribed 
would have caused the collapse of 
large number of companies 
pluged Kenya into massive reces- 
sion with mass unemployment. 

Reversing previous reforms, an 
official statement by the central 
bank outlawed "retention 
accounts" which enabled expor- 


The move effectively ended a 
thriving new inter-bank market 
on which the Kenyan shilling has 
phnnmetted by up to 60 per cent' 
against major currencies since the 
liberalisation was adopted. 

Businessmen bolding hard cur- 
rency in retention accounts were 
given 48 hours to hand it over to 
the central bank at an official rate 
some 23 per cent lower than the 
rate offered by commercial banks 
Monday. . 

“This was a panic measure 
caused by a foreign currency cri- 
sis,” a Western banker said. 

He said the liberalisation mea- 
sures were hastily adopted in an 
attempt to curry favour before a 
visit by an IMF review year last 
month. 

The team left without endors- 
ing the g o vernment's economic 
programme and expressed con- 
cern over corruption, the bank of 
Kenya’s commercial community. 

“Liberalisation was a ploy to 
win back foreign aid, when it 
foiled they were left only with 
capital flight,” said another com- 


\ o y 


Morocco faces serious 
jobless problem in 90s 


free market value at the time. 

“A lot of major mistakes were 
made," said Gerhard Grebe, 
chief economist at Bank Julius 
Baer. “Poehl was right — the 
exchange rate and the wage poli- 
cies for east Germany were 
wrong. People have taken a more 
sober assessment since then.” 

West Germany’s inflation rate 
averaged 33 per cent in 1991 and 
four per cent in 1992 — for above 
the Bundesbank’s two per cent 
target. High German interest 
rates forced other countries to 
keep rates high, exacerbating 
Europe's recession and triggering 
unprecedented turmoil in its ex- 
change rate system. 

Mr. Schlesinger called unifica- 
tion the “greatest task feeing 
Germany's financial policy since 
the federal republic was found- 
ed." 

Despite the economic slow- 
down in Germany, there was still 
sufficient liquidity in the eco- 
nomy, he said, with lending rising 
eight per cent 


merrial banker. 

The short-lived liberalisation 
sparked a surge in domestic 
prices and sent inflati on soaring. 
President Mofaaidthe IMF' was 
insisting on high Interest rates to 
mop up excess liquidity in the 
economy. 

The w-year-old president said 
Kenya, once the region’s econo- 
mic engine, would adop an eco- 
nomic system over which it had 
control and would guarantee that 
basic commodities and services 
were affordable. 

The IMF, World Bank and 
other Western donors suspended 
aid worth nearly $40 million a 
month in November 1991 to press 
President Moi to make rarfical 
political and economic reforms. 

Mr. Mndavadi said ni a state- 
ment that Kenya had demon- 
strated willingness to implement 
radical reforms, but the IMF and 
World Bank had foiled to recipro- 
cate by providing necessary re- 
sources to make them successful. 

“Accordingly, the government 
has no option but to adopt mea- 
sures which it considers appropri- 
ate to maintain economic and 
social stability," he said, adding 
that Kenya would enter fresh 
negotiations with friendly coun- 
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RABAT (R) — A slowing eco- 
nomy and a growing population 
mean Morocco's soaring unem- 
ployment will worsen over the 
coming decade. 

The problem threatens rela- 
tions wrth Europe as illegal im- 
migrants cross the Straits of Gib- 
raltar, many risking their lives. 

Unemployment has climbed 
from 8.8 per cent of the work- 
force in 1971 to 20.8 per cent in 
1990-91, representing 1.1 million 
people, 800,000 of mem in urban 
areas. 

High school graduate Moham- 
mad Wardi, 25, who has a car 
mechanic’s diploma, has been 
looking for a job since 1988. 

T applied for a 2,000 job in 
Cayenne (French Guiana) 
through a firm in Gibraltar.... 
frankly I don't know where it is 
on die map, but the important 
thing is to get out of this hellish 
situation,” he said. 

But drier he paid a fee for the 
job, officials told him the com- 
pany did not exist. The local press 
has reported several cases of 
emigration rackets to Canada, 
the U.S. and Asia by people out. 
to exploit the distress of the- 
unemployment. 

The situation is exacerbated by 
signs of slowing economic 
growth. According to the most 
optimistic official forecasts, more 
than 5.8 million job-seekers are 
expected in urban areas by the 
year 2000, but openings will not 
exceed 4.9 milliion. 

Some 1.8 million Moroccans 
live and work abroad, mostly in 
Europe,. But the EC has tried to 
stem the flow of instituting strict 
visa requirements. 

Moroccan and Spanish papers 
have reported the drowning of 
many African* “boat people” 
trying to cross the Straits of Gib- 
raltar in frail craft to seek work in 
Europe, where EC officials say 
there are already 17 million job- 
less. 

Spain has up to 250,000 illegal 


tries. 

“The implementation of the 
IMF prescriptions would lead to 
tiie instant collapse of a large 
□umber of companies, mass re- 
dundancies and massive recession 
affecting both the private and 
public sectors," Mr. Mndavadi 
said. 

“The measures, especially high 
interest rates wil stifle agricultu- 
ral activity, lead to food shortages 
and make essential commodities 
unaffordable by the majority of 
Kenyans,” he pointed out. 

“The government therefore re- 
jects such a prescription, given as 
it is, without moral of material 
support either from the fund, the 
bank or donors generally,” he 
added. 

World Bank regional officials 
were not available for comment. 
The IMF does not have a physical 
presence in Kenya and most 
Western diplomats said they were 
studying the latest measures. 

However, they said high-level 
corruption, indiscipline in man- 
agement of fiscal policy. Mis- 
appropriation of donor funds, 
mismanagement and lack of in- 
centives for producers were large- 
ly to blame for Kenya’s chaos.. 
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immigrants already, more than a 
fifth of them Moroccans, accord- 
ing to Spanish sources. They 
usually cross from Tangier and 
other northern ports. 

King Hassan set up the Nation- 
al Council for Youth and the 
Future (CNJA), m December 
1991 to thrash out a job-creation 
strategy for unemployed gradu- 
ates. 

The king promised in July 1991 
to provide jobs for 100,000 unem- 
ployed gruadates, but with the 
slowdown of the economy in 
1992, the results were wayoff 
target 

“Only 45 per cent of the 
100,000 jobs planned for 1993 
were fulfilled," said an expen of 
the Casablanca economic think-, 
tank Centre Marocain de Con-' 
joncture. 

The CNJA says the workforce 
rose from four million in 1971 to 
nearly 10 million in 1990-91, an 
average annna l growth of 3.6 per 
cent, higher than the 2.6 per cent 
population growth rate among 
Morocco’s 26 million people. 

The figures in elude workers in 
What is called the “informal mar- 
ket” or black economy. 

Biology graduate Amina, 29, 
said she had staged protest sit-in 
with colleagues. “But all we get 
from the CNJA and officials are 
sweet and optimistic speeches 
while the number of jobless is 
mowbalKnj;.” 

The 1980s were marked by 
several years of drought and a 
major acceleration of the rural 
exodus to the towns, increasing 
the job problem further. 


Rabat is seeking a closer rela- 
tionship with Europe to support 
its economy. The EC has prop- 
osed a free trade zone. 

King Hassan appealed to tiie 
EC inbecember for $729 million 
to help finance a major program- 
me in north Morocco to tackle 
both cultiavtion of hashish and 
illegal emigration. 

«The plan is to build new in- 
frastructure and provide jobs foe 
thousands in the backward Rif 
mountain area. 

The Association of Unem- 
ployed Graduates which often 
stages demonstrations and sit-ins 
to attract the attention of the 
authorities, says it represents 
800,000 graduates who have been 
out of work for up to 10 years. 

Economists stress the need for 
rapid economic expansion to 
absorb the workforce but growth 
is showing signs of slowing. 

“Development growth of 10 
per cent per year for at least 
seven to 10 years is a must, in 
order to eliminate the long 
queued of future job applica- 
tions,” said Mohammad Chiguer, 
a member of the Moroccan Asso- 
ciation of Economists. 

The- latest central bank report 
said GDP growth was 11.9 per 
cent in 1991 and 8.3 per cent in 
1990. The un offiical estimate for 
1991 was 4.6 per cent. 

Finance Mirmister Mohammad 
Berrada predicted five per cent 
growth for 1993 when he pre- 
sented the budget in December 
but officials say this will be re- 
vised down to two per cent be- 
cause of drought. 


V.W. slashes dividend as 
‘92 profits tumble 


BONN (R) — Volkswagen A.G. 
(V.W.), Europe's largest car 
maker, has said it would slash its' 
1992 dividend on ordinary shares 
lo two marks from 11 after re- 
porting its group net profit had 
tumbled 87 per cent compared 
with 1991. 

A company statement issued 
after a much- anticipated super- 
visory board meeting also said 
Ignacio Lopez de Arrioitua, for- 
mer purchasing chief of General 
Motors Corp. (G.M) of the Un- 
ited States, would join V.W.’s 
management board with immedi- 
ate effect and bead a new produc- 
tion and purchasing division. 

V.W.’s group net profit in 1992 
tumbled to 147 minion marks 
($88.5 million) from 1.11 billion 
marks ($668.7 million) die year 
before and the profit of the pa- 
rent company — which mainly 
reflects domestic operations — 
fell to 132 million marks (S79-5 
million) from 447 million marks 
($2693 million) a your earlier. 

Strong sales in the first half of 
1992 helped .V.W. boost group 
sales for the foil year to 85.4 
Union marks ($51.4 billion) from 
76.3 billion marks ($46 billion). 

But V.W. warned in December 
that 1992 profits were under 
pressure from falling sales in the 
second half, the high value of the 
mark and provisions for reducing 
its workforce. 

Lower profit would impact the 
ctividend, V.W. had said. 


V.W. cut its dividend on pre- 
ference shares to two marks each 
from 12 marks in 1991. V.W. has 
27 million ordinary and 6.13 mil- 
lion preference shares and the 
dividend cut reduced its total 
payout to 66 million marks ($39.8 
million) from 369 million marks 
($222.3 million). 

V.W. also began to scale back 
its ambitious investment prog- 
ramme last year and plans to cut 
it in half tiie amount invested tins 
year to around six bfllibn marks 
($3.6 billion). 

One of the first victims of the 
cutback was V.W.’s venture with 
Swiss wastchmaker Swatch to 
build an environmentally friendly 
electric city car. V.W. invest- 
ments in 1992 fell 6.6 per cent to 
9J2 billion marks ($5.5 billion} in 
1992. 

V.W.’s supervisory board — 
the second watershed meeting 
since chairman Ferdinand Piech 
took over the group’s reins in 
January — also approved a major 
reshuffle of top management 

Since the early 1980s V.W. 
managers focused their energy on 
die company’s ambitious mobal 
expansion programme which lead 
to a continuous rise in car sales 
and market share. 

But V.W. ended np with one of 
the lowest profit margins of any 
car company worldwide and the 
current slump has brutally un- 
veiled its weakness. 


S. Africa’s Keys 
ponders renewed 
ties with IMF 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Fi- 
nance Minister Derek Keys has 
said he hoped the proposed 
formation of transitional multi- 
party administration in South 
Africa in June would pave the 
way for renewed access to the 
IMF and World Bank. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
be also hoped the expected re- 
sumption of democracy talks and 
measures to put the economy 
back on a sound footing would 
support a return to world capital 
markets soon, after new issues 
were frozen several months ago. 

Renewed access to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank were important to 
the success of the change to a 
post-apartheid society, he said. 

“It's been a long period of 
isolation, and now semi-isolation, 
and if we want to give this thing a 
.decent start we need to be totally 
batik in the mainstream — the 
sooner the better,” be said. 

Asked how soon he felt this 
was possible, he referred to Presi- 
dent P.W. de Klerk’s timetable 
for transition which includes 
formation of multi-party tran- 
sitional executive councils in June 


work. 

Mr. Keys noted World Bank 
representatives have been openly 
preparing for renewed involve- 
ment in South Africa. 

This work, including economic 
analyses and informal contacts 
with various political groups in 
South Africa, has been under way 
for three years, development offi- 
cials say. 

South Africa, its image abroad 
improved by Mr. De Klerk’s re- 
forms to dismantle apartheid, 
made a triumphant return to in- 
ternational . capital markets in 
September 1991 after a six-year 
absence. 

The finance department, in a 
review released with the national 
budget, noted however that poli- 
tical uncertainty and unrest since 
mid- 1992 had tarnished foreign 
perceptions of South Africa's 
political and economic prospects. 

“Since this put a further pre- 
mium on South African paper, all 
further planned loan issues by the 
public sector were postponed on 
account of cost considerations,” 
it said. 

The budget, which underlined' 
Mr. Keys's commitment to finaa- 


to level the political playing field dal discipline following years of 
before elections. laxity and perceived mismanage- 

“Ideally... I would hope it ment under his predecessors, fol- 
would be then,” he said. lowed proposals last week for a 

Nelson Mandela's African five-year programme for far 
National Congress (ANC) last reaching economic reforms, 
mouth eased conditions for lifting These have been widely com- 
ramaining anti-apartheid sane- mended as steps which, alone 
tions, saying financial and invest- with the resumption of democra- 
ment embargoes conld go when cy talks, were likely to improve 
an election date was set and the perceptions among foreign crcdi- 
transitional councils started tors and investors. 
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Srebrenica evacuation delayed; 


Sarajevo airlift stays suspended 


SARAJEVO (AP) — The prom- 
ised evacuation of sick and 
wounded from the east Bosnian 
enclave of Srebrenica stalled 
again Tuesday, and Serbs block- 
ed a field bospitai and aid convoy 
for the besieged town. 

The international airlift into 
Sarajevo remained suspended for 
a fourth day because of fighting 
near the airport, and at least 
three more land convoys for 
Sarajevo and Zepa in eastern 
Bosnia also were blocked. 

“We seem to be at a stalemate 
just about everywhere," said Syi- 
V&na Foa, spokeswoman for the 
U.N. High Conunissioner for Re-‘ 
fugees (UNHCR) in Geneva. 

While Bosnian Serb leaders 
have promised to let convoys pass 
and open an air corridor to Sreb- 
renica, their forces on the ground 
seem more intent on seizing terri- 
tory they would be denied under 
a proposed peace accord. 

Talks on that plan remained 
stalled at U.N. Headquarters in 
New York. The Security Council 
was expected to vote later Tues- 
day on enforcing a no-fly zone 
over Bosnia, despite a Serb threat 
to abandon the peace negotia- 
tions if the measure was 
approved. 

Ferocious Serb shelling in 
Sarajevo's western suburbs died 
down, with many people out 
walking on a balmy spring morn- 
ing. U.N. officials who had to flee 
an observation post during Mon- 
day’s assault on the .suburb of 
Stop said they could not deter- 
mine whether Serbs had made 


inroads there. 

If Stup fell, the city would be 
virtually open to the Serbs. 

Helicopter evacuation of the 
wounded from Srebrenica, where 
the U.N. commander for Bosnia 
has vowed to protect tens of 
thousands of refugees and resi- 
dents, may start Wednesday, said 
Maj. Pepe Gallegos, spokesman 
for U.N. peacekeepers. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic Monday said be would 
allow air and land evacuation and 
aid convoys to Srebrenica. He 
said Serbs had no intention of 
taking the town. 

But U.N. refugee official Larry 
Hollingworth, who returned to 
Sarajevo from' Srebrenica Mon- 
day, said he believed Serbs would 
capture the town, one of the last 
held by the government in east- 
ern Bosnia. 

“May be they'll open a corridor 
and say, ‘everybody out, or we'li 
flatten you.’ There’s nothing to 
stop them,” Mr. Hollingworth 
said late Monday. 

“I hope to God the Serbs do 
qot go in,” Mr. Hollingworth 
said. “There are 20,000 refugees 
there, and very few fighters... 
They will kill thousands of inno- 
cent people. It's a tragedy that 
can be prevented.” 

Maj. Gallegos said the air cor- 
ridor is planned for five days, 
running from Tuzla to Serb held 
Zvorrnk and Bratunac before 
going to Srebrenica. 

Serbs would inspect incoming 
and outgoing helicopters at Zvor- 


nik, Maj. Gallegos said. They 
apparently fear the Sights win be 
used to smuggle weapons to out- 
gunned government forces in the 
area. 

Serbs also are insisting that 
several bundled ethnic Serbs who 
want to leave the government 
held town of Tuzla be allowed to 
do so. 

That evacuation had not 
started Ternday. U.N. officials, 
wary of being used to carry out 
“ethnic deansing," were trying to 
determine how many of the 
Serbs, who are among some 
10,000 in the Tuzla area, actually 
wanted to leave. 

Yugoslav police, meanwhile, 
stopped a mobile French field 
bospitai headed for Srebrenica at 
a village called Pecka on the 
Bosnian- Yugoslav border, a mere 
29 kilometres northeast of its 
destination. 

A convoy of trucks for Srebre- 
nica was stranded at nearby Mali 
Zvornik for the fourth day. 

Unconfirmed ham radio re- 
ports from Srebrenica on Monday 
said Serb forces had advanced 
four kilometres from the south 
and cut off a dozen villages, 
surrounding 10,000 to 15,000 
people. 

There was no fresh word Tues- 
day on the military situation near 
Srebrenica, which Gen. Philippe 
Morillon, commander of l/.N. 
forces in Bosnia, has vowed to 
save from the Serbs. 

Eastern Bosnia has been 
perhaps the most brutal battle- 
field of the ferocious war that 


erupted a year ago when Muslims 
and Croats voted to secede from 
Yugoslavia. The Serbs rebelled, 
and now hold 70 per cent of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. The Bos- 
nian government says 134,000 
people are dead or missing. 

Gen. Morillon got a taste of 
fiery Serb passions about eastern 
Bosnian territory when he 
travelled Monday to Bratunac for 
a funeral of 34 Serbs said to have 
been killed by Muslims on Ortho- 
dox Christmas, Jan. 7. 


Gen. MojiUon, who was sev- 
erely criticised by Bosnian Mus- 
lims and others after saying be 
saw no evidence of massacres 
when be toured the Cerska region 
after it was taken by die Serbs, 
declined to speak to reporters, 
Serbian media said v 

But Bitjana Plavsic, vice- 
president of the self pradaimed 
“Bosnian Serb Republic ” deli- 
vered a ringing speech, according 
to the Belgrade daily Borba. 

“Let the whole world hear that 
the borders of the Serb lands are 
where our heroes were killed and 
where your graves are," she in- 
toned. 


“Those in America who are 
deciding upon the destiny of the 
Serb people most know that 
Serbs are being killed by Mujabe- 
deens... and from this holy place 
we’re sending a word that we will 
not allow to live together ever 
again with those who for the third 


time in a short history rose up 

Q.vninct Carh — 1 - '■ .L. 


against the Serb people,” she 


added. 


China 
to make no 


concessions 


on Hong 
Kong 


PEKING (R) — China’s foreign 
minister said Tuesday that Peking 
would make no concessions over 
Hong Kong, and an official news- 
paper said Britain should with- 
draw Governor Chris Patten, the 
focus of Peking’s anger over 
democratic reform plans in the 
colony. 

‘ Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
told a news conference that the 
time was not right for him to meet 
with British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd over Hong Kong, 
which returns to Chinese rule in 
1997. 

Mr. Qian criticised people who 
were allegedly trying to make 
trouble in Hong Kong by chang- 
ing agreements reached between 
London and Peking on the terri- 
tory, a dear dig at Mr. Patten. 

“On matters of principles con- 
cerning Hong Kong, the Chinese 
side will make no concessions," 
Mr. Qian said. 

The foreign minister warned 
Mr. Patten not to bring his re- 
form package before Hong 
Kong's Legislative Council in the 
form of draft legislation. 

Doing so “would not help Sino- 
British talks. On the contrary it 
would only create obstades to 
talks,” be said. 

Other Chinese offidals have 
accused Britain of slamming the 
door on talks, but Mr. Qian did 
not repeat this strong language. 

He simply said of the idea of a 
meeting with Mr. Hurd: “Now 
the conditions for the meeting 
between us are not ripe.” 

Mr. Patten has not yet set a 
date for bringing his proposals to 
the Legislative Council. 

A signed commentary in Shan- 
ghai's Liberation Daily lambasted 
the governor Tuesday as the de- 
scendant of a “stinking” colonial- 
ism that is the “garbage of his- 
tory". 

“The wisest thing the British 
government could do is withdraw 
this Chris Patten, the present 
governor of Hong Kong and the 
offspring of colonialism," the 
official newspaper said. 

The commentary was the first 
official appeal for Mr. Patten’s 
dismissal published in China. 

“Under a democratic and civil- 
ised .system, the true nature of 
colonialism cannot avoid wrig- 
gling about to make trouble," the 
newspaper said. 


Bwspap 

"This time it has been nakedly 
revealed in the person of Chris 
Ratten.” 

The newspaper accused Mr. 
Patten’s supporters within the 
British government of being nos- 
talgic for their colonialist past 

“The world is no longer like 
the 19th century when what the 
colonialists said went,” it said. 

“China will never again be a 
country forced to listen to the 
orders of others or give way on a 
question of principle tike 
sovereignty." 

The newspaper poured scorn 
on attempts to internationalise 
tire Hong Kong issue by trying to 
get the United States m particular 
to get involved. 

•“Could 1.2 billion Chinese 
people be moved on a question of 
sovereignty by any pressure?” it 
asked. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yeltsin’s mother to be buried in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — President Boris Yeltsin's mother worked in 
her garden, made jam and knitted socks for her famous son up 
until her death over the weekend in the Kremlin hospital, a 
newspaper reported Monday. The Izvestia newspaper also said 
Klavdia Yeltsin would be buried in Moscow's Novobevichy 
Cemetery, where the graves of many famous Russian and Soviet 
personalities are located. Rumours of her death first surfaced 
Sunday at the session of the Supreme Soviet legislature. Govern- 
ment offidals, speaking on condition of anonymity, later con- 
firmed the whispered reports. She was 85. However, it was earlier 
believed that she had died in the Siberian city of Yekaterinburg, 
an industrial dty 1,600 kilometres east of Moscow that was near 
her native village of Butka. Mr. Yeltsin's mother had suffered 
several heart attacks, and the newspaper said her health had not 
been helped by her eldest son’s political struggle. 


Italian police deal big blow to mafia 


ROME (R) — Two of the most powerful bosses of the Calabrian 
version of the mafia were captured early Tuesday after seven 
years on the run. Police said Autonino Imerti, 47, and Pasquale 
Condello, 30, were arrested without a shot being fired in the 
countryside near Reggio Calabria, the provincial capital in the 
“toe” of Italy where Mr. Imerti had his underworld fief. The 
arrests represent a major success for security forces in the battle 
against the so-called ‘Ndrangheta, the Calabrian version of the 
mafia that had until recently proved far more elusive than its 
Sidlian counterpart. Both Mr. Imerti — known in the underworld 
as “Nano Feroce (Fierce Dwarf)” — and his brother-in-law Mr. 
Condello were armed, but gave themselves up without resistance 
when challenged. “Congratulations. You’ve done well,” Mr. 
Imerti told his captors. 


German makes bid to lead FAO 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Germany’s choice for the next director 
general of the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
presented his candidacy to diplomats and reporters. He was due 
to see U.S. State Department officials Tuesday. The election for a 
six year term at the FAO’s Rome headquarters is due in 
November. Christian Bonte Friebheim, 50, an agronomist, 
worked for FAO 21 years before taking his current job of director 
general of the International Service for National Agricultural 
Research at the Hague in the Netherlands. At a meeting in the 
German embassy, be outlined problems that will face the 
successful candidate. “I wish him luck," he said. He said the 
organisation had been founded almost half a century ago with the 
interests of consumers in mind, rather than the interests of food 
producers. He predicted that one day the voice of consumers 
would be heard. 


U.N. envoy In Haiti to press for talks 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — U.N. special envoy Dante 
Caputo arrived in Haiti Monday afternoon to press for negotia- 
tions to reinstate ousted President Jean Bertrand Aristide. “The 
central idea of this mission is to begin political discussions to 
initiate the second step of our work — the solution of the political 
crisis,” Mr. Caputo told journalists at the airport. Mr. Caputo, 
the head of the joint U.N.-OAS peacekeeping mission monitoring 
the human rights situation nationwide, said he had “a timetable m 
mind” for Mr. Aristide’s return, but denied that he ever said the 
crisis could be resolved in three months, as has been reported. 


Duffey to head U.S. Information Agency 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Joseph Duffey, president of American 
University (AU), announced Monday he will resign to become 
director of the United States Information Agency (USIA) in the 
Clinton administration. The appointment, which includes lead- 
ership of the Voice Of America, is subject to Senate confirma- 
tion. In an open letter to the university community, Mr. Duffey 
said it had been a difficult decision. “The students of this 
university have taught me much in these months, and their 
example makes me confident about our nation's future,” be 
wrote. The resignation is effective June 30. The univernty will 
launch a nationwide search shortly for a successor. Mr. Duffey, a 
longtime friend of President Clinton, came to AU two years ago 
after nine years at the University of Massachusetts, where be 
served as chancellor of the Amherst Campus and president of the 
university system. He was an assistant secretary of state and 
chairman of the National Endowment For the Humanities in the 
Carter and early Reagan administrations. 


Blast damages commerce ministry in Athens 


ATHENS (AP) — A bomb exploded outside the Commerce 
Minis try in central Athens Tuesday, causing some dam a ge but no 
injuries, police said. A police spokesman said the blast occured at 
about 4:20 a.m. (0220 GMT) on the ground floor of the miniary., 
It shattered windows in the ministry and in some neighbouring 
office buildings, AU the buildings were empty at the time, said the 
spokesman, who asked not to be named in accordance with 
regulations. He said a caller claiming to represent the leftist 
Revolutionary Popular Straggle (ELA) warned a newspaper and 
television station four hours earlier that a bomb would explode 
overnight at a “capitalist target. 


Hundreds of 

Vietnamese 

flee 

Cambodia 


TAKHMAU, Cambodia (AP) — 
Hundreds of ethnic Vietnamese 
fleeing Cambodia after 


are 


Khmer Rouge guerrillas attacked 
an ethnic Vietnamese fishing vil- 
lage and killed 35 people, 14 of 
them children. 

The victims were shot in the 
head and drowned in the night- 
time raid on March 10 in north- 
western Cambodia. Since then, 
ethnic Vietnamese have been 
scrambling to Takhmac, about 15 
kilometres from Phnom Penh, to 
board the daily boat to Vietnam. 

Thef rickety wooden boat is 
overloaded with passengers and 
what Bttte they can fit on, mostly 
clothes and food. A few bicycles 
are strapped to the roof. 

Ethnic Vietnamese have lived 
Cambodia for three genera- 


te 


tkms. Others crossed the border 
into Cambodia during the. econo- 
mic boom of recent years to work 
as construction workers, traders, 
fishermen and other professions. 

But one of those fleeing, 20- 
year-old electrician Ngo Teoz, 
said: “My life is more important 
than money. I am afraid because 
maybe one day in the future 
somebody will attack me.” 

Mr. Ngo, who came to Phnom 
Penh four years ago, earned three 
times as much this past year as he 
could have in Vietnam because of 
a building boom driven by 22,000 
U.N. peacekeeping personnel 
sent to prepare for democratic 
elections in May. 

Ngo planned to stay another 
year. But several months ago the 
Khmer Rouge began attacking 
ethnic Vietnamese. U.N. investi- 
gators said 80 have been killed 
since the U.N. mission began a 
year ago. 

The Vietnamese embassy esti- 
mates 150,000 Vietnamese live in 
Cambodia. Many Cambodians 
dwtflre Vietnamese, who have 
gobbled up large chunks of Cam- 
bodia over the part few centuries. 

The Khmer Rouge’s anti Viet- 
namese stand is the most strident. 
The Communist group killed 
many ethnic Vietnamese and 
hundreds of thousands of Cambo- 
dians during its rale of Cambodia 
in the 1970$. Vietnam invaded in 
late 1970, ousted the Khmer 
Rouge and installed a new gov- 
ernment. 



ABKHAZIA FIGHTING CONTINUES: 

Georgian soMkrs take cove- behind the embank- 
of the Gumbta River where heavy fi ghting 


with AbkhKta sq-rm listnM ** ^* &* * 
has centred around Sukhumi 
forces to bold the capital rf Abkhazia 

(AFP photo) 


French right strikes 2nd round deal 


PARIS (R) — France’s conserva- 
tive opposition alliance, on the 
verge of a landslide victory, 
agreed Tuesday to field joint 
candidates in afl but four consti- 


for the 1995 French presidential 
election. 

He said French voters had re- 
jected the Socialists massively in 
Sunday’s first round of general 


tucndcs in next Sunday’s par-' elections because of the Euro- 


election run-off. 
Alain Juppe, general-secretary 
of the GdalEst Rally For the 
Republic (RPR), said his party 
had reluctantly agreed to allow its 
Union for French Democracy 
(UDF) partners to field four 
candidates in run-offs a gains t bet- 
ter placed RPR contenders. 

Their centre-right Union For 
France (UPF) alliance scored 
39.5 per emit on last Sunday’s 
first round, more than twice the 
score of die ruling Socialist Party, 
and is forecast to win up to 80 per 
cent of the 577 National Assem- 
bly seats. 

Meanwhile, former Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard, in dan- 
ger of losing his parliamentary 
seat, reaffirmed Tuesday he 
would run as Socialist candidate 


pean economic crisis, “a certain 
Socialist arrogance” and “that 
whiff of scandals.” 

“As things stand now ...1 am 
the Socialist Party candidate,” 
said Mr. Rocard, who faces an 
uphill battle in his own consti- 
tuency in the western Paris sub- 
urbs in next Sunday’s run-off. 

He trailed a centre-right oppo- 
nent by 11 per cent on the first 
round, when the Socialists 
crashed to their worst general 
election score in 25 years with 
just 17.6 per cent. 

Asked whether he had the. 
unanimous support of his party, 
Mr. Rocard said in a Radio Lux- 
embourg interview: “We’re not a 
regiment, what is tins idea of 
unanimity? 

“Naturally there won’t be 


unanimity, but it is the most 
obvious solution towards which we 
are heading, and I consider (the 
presidential campaign) has 
already begun and I am at work,” 
be said. 

Mr. Rocard, who stirred con- 
troversy last month by calling for 
a “big bang” to replace the 
Socialist Party with a new move- 
ment .of Socialists, ex-. 
Communists, Ecologists and Cen- 
trists,' said tiie process of renewal 
should begin immediately after the 
second round of the general election, 
tion. 

In an apparent swipe at Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, who 
will remain in office and “coha- 
bit” with a conservative govern- 
ment, he said it was necessary to 
change “the excessively etitist 
and imperial character” of those 
who had been in power. 

“Some are afraid to call into 
question habits, rituals and voca- 
bulary that are our intellectual 
props," he said. 


Japan, U.S. and S. Korea agree joint 
approach to N. Korean nuclear move 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, the Un- 
ited States and South Korea have 
agreed that if necessary they will 
take North Korea’s refusal of 
nuclear she inspections before 
the U.N. Security Council, a 
Tokyo Foreign Ministry official 
said Tuesday. 

He said representatives of the 
three governments, meeting in 
New York Monday, decided to 
make a in*V r - -t to persuade 
Pyong* act its with- 
drawal u dear non- 

proliferation urea-.. (NPT). 

The March 12 decision by 


North Korea, * ’ ! ch is suspected 
of covertly a, ring n udear 
weapons, posed a oerioas threat 
to international peace and stabil- 
ity, tiie official said. 

If mediation efforts failed, “the 
three agreed that, if it becomes 
necessary, they are ready to sub- 
mit the issue to the U.N. Security 
Council ” he added. 

“Each country will cooperate 
to persuade North Korea to dear 
up the nuclear doubts, while leav- 
ing open the possibility of impro- 
ving relations with Pyongyang 


(afterwards),” the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

Bat China, a permanent mem- 
ber of the Security Council, said 
Tuesday it opposed bringing the 
issue to the Council and was also 
against any imposition of sanc- 
tions on North Korea. 

“if the question is referred to 
the Security Council it will only 
complicate tiie matter," Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen told a news 
conference in Peking. 

“We are opposed to the ap- 
plication of sanctions.” 

North Korea’s bombshell 
announcement that it was quit- 
ting the nudear regulatory pact, 
three days after its Stalinist lead- 
ership put the whole country on a 
“semi-war” footing, sent shock- 
waves around the globe. 

The International Atomic 
Energy (IAEA) gave North 
Korea a March 31 deadline to 
open two suspect sites to inspec- 
tion. 

Publidy, at least, Pyongyang 
shows no sign of climbing down. 

The official Korean Central 
News Agency, monitored 


in 


Tokyo, carried an angry denun- 
ciation Tuesday of Western news 
reports that the country would 
bow to international pressures, 
rejoin the NPT and accept IAEA 
inspection now that U.S.-South 
Korean joint military exercises 
had inded. 

“This is nothing but a totally 
unfounded political fantasy,” said 
tiie statement, which the agency 
said was first issued on March 18. 
“Our government’s position is 
consistent, dear and decisive. 

“There can be no change, not 
even an inch of retreat from our 
position unless the U.S. nudear 
threat to our country is complete- 
ly removed and the IAEA’s un- 
just demand for ‘special inspec- 
tion’ is withdrawn.” 

The statement went on: “We 
also advise Japan and tire South 
Korean authorities to stop talking 
recklessly about ’sanctions’ and 
tire Hke and behave with discre- 
tion. 

“It is a gross mistake if they 
think they can frighten us with 
some political ‘isolation’ or eco- 
nomic sanctions.” 


El Salvador will not meet U.N. demands 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Presi- 
dent Alfredo Cristiani has re- 
fused to meet U.N. demands that 
El Salvador’s heavily criticised 
Supreme Court be replaced, 
sayin g such a move would be- 
unconstitutional. 

A U.N. report on the worst 
human rights atrocities of a 12- 
year civil war last week said El 
Salvador’s justice system was 
“highly deficient” and called for 
the immediate replacement of the 
14 Supreme Court members, par- 
ticularly its president, Maorido 
Gutierrez Castro. 

But Mr. Cristiani said Monday 
he could not fire the judges. 

“We will not do anything that 
is a gain s t the constitution. 1 can 
assure you that ...there is no 
power in tire executive branch to 
dismiss judges in the Supreme 


Court so that obviously will not 
be done," he told reporters. 

Military chiefs, the Supreme 
Court and hardliners in the ruling 
Arena Party have attacked the 
U.N.-appointed Truth Commis- 
sion report, which blamed the 
armed forces for most of the war 
crimes in a conflict which killed 
75,000 people. 

Mr. Cristiani refused to say 
Monday if be would act on the 
Truth Commission’s call for the 
removal of more than 40 army 
.officers, including Defence 
Minister General Rene Emilio 
Ponce and his deputy. General 
Juan Orlando Zepeda. 

Gen. Ponce, who was cited by 
the Truth Commission for order- 
ing the murder of six Jesuit 
priests in 1989, has offered Ms 
resignation under intense interna- 


tional pressure, but Mr. Cristiani 
has not said whether be will 
accept it 

A government delegation will 
go to New York this week to 
present a timetable for removing 
15 military chiefe'exduded from a 
promised purge of the armed 
forces. The purge of 102 officers 
was drawn up by a separate civi- 
lian panel set up under the U.N.- 
brokered peace treaty signed in 
January, 1992. 

The U.N. Security Council last 
Thursday demanded the govern- 
ment's full compliance with the 
purge, and the Truth Commis- 
sion’s recommendations, bnt two 
days later right wing Legislators 
forced through a controversial 
blanket amnesty for all army and 
rebel chiefs named in the report 


Defence, prosecution scenarios of King beating far apart 



LOS ANGELES (AP) — In act 
one of the Rodney King civil 
rights trial, Mr. King was seen as 
. a frightened motorist beaten by 
’ oveizealous police. 

In act two, Mr. King is dragged 
and dangerous and police are the 
scared ones. 

Which picture is hue? Even- 
tually, the jury must decide. But 
the grand finale is several weeks 
away. 

Oti Monday, a defence expert 
witness, Sgt. Charles Duke, said 
under cross examination that- 
officers expect to injure suspects 
when they strike with a baton. 

“Yon carft use that baton and 
not hurt somebody,” said Sgt. 
Duke. 

He testified last week the four 
officers charged with violating 
Mr. King's cml rights had acted 
properly in dubbing and kicking 


him. 

In a display of courtroom 
theatrics, defense attorney 
Michael Scone strapped on an 
officer’s equipment belt that was 
outfitted with a toy gun. 

He asked Sgt. Duke if the belt 
prevents officers from wrestling 
wrdr a suspect, 

SgL Duke said a suspect might 
be able to grab the officer’s gun, 
and that tire officer’s movement is 
restricted by the 10 pound (4 3 
kilogramme) belt and the bullet- 
proof vest worn with it 
Later this week, a leadmg char- 
acter in the courtroom d rama, 1 
Sgt Stacey Koon, is doe to testify 
on Ms own behalf. 

Sgt. Koon has sought to project 
the image of a professional 
policeman wrongly criticised for 
Ms actions on the nig ht of Mr. 
King’s beating. 


His co-defendants, officers 
Laurence Powell, Timothy Wind 
and Theodore Briseno, have not 
said if they will take the stand. 

Their earlier state trial ended 
with the four officers’ acquittals 
on most charges, setting off dead- 
ly riots a year ago. 

Officer Briseno, who testified 
against Ms co-defendants in the 
state trial, risks having Ms pre- 
vious testimony come back to 
haunt Mm if he takes the stand. 
Officer Wind never testified in 
the state trial. 

hi style as well as substance, 
defence and prosecution have 
been worlds apart. 

For sheer drama, prosecutors 
excelled. They called Mr. King to 
the stand for the first time, and 
his memories of pain were power- 
fuL They brought on a police use 
offeree expert, Sgt. Marie Conta, 


who adamantly denounced the 
officers’ actions as violating Los 
Angeles Police Department poli- 

The defence got off to a slow 
start after U.S. District Judge 
John G. Davies warned SgL 
Koch's lawyer, Ira Salzman, he 
was “co urtin g disaster” by calling 
“unnecessary witnesses.” 

Mr. Salzman soon moved to 
tiie crux of his case — bystander 
officer s who depicted Mr. King as 
fig ure and threatening, laughing 
inappropriately and flailing at 
officers. 

Pro secutors challenged their 1 
crraMHty on cross examination. 

Things picked up for the de- 
fence later. Two bystander offic- 
ers said they thought Mr. King 
was under tire influence of the 
haflurinogenic jdiug PCP, a key 
argument of the defence. 


Neil Jordan wins 
Writers Guild Award 


BEVERLY HILLS (R) — 
filmmaker Neil Jordan won the 
Writers Guild of America Award 
for Best Original Screenplay for 
The Crying Game, a movie he 
said he thought would never be 
made. The riveting film about a 
reluctant Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) kidnapper who flees to 
London and develops a rela- 
tionship with the former lover of 
his victim has been nominated for 
six Oscars and has already won a 
number of awards. “I imagined it 
would finish my career,” because 
of the film’s controversial plot, 
Jordan said after receiving the j. 
award at a posh ceremony at a 
Beverly Hills hotel late Monday. 

“I thought nobody would make 
it.” Asked about the film’s 
chance of winning an Oscar at 
next week's Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
Awards, Jordan said: “I have no 
idea. It would be wonderful.” On, 
Sunday, the film, released by the 
independent distributor Mira-' 
max, won the British Academy of, 
Film and Television's Award for 
Best British Film. It has also won. 
; 'the New York Film Critics Circle. 
Award for Best Original Screen- 
play. The Writers Guild Award 
for Best Screenplay based on 
material previously produced or: 
published went to Michael Tolldh 
for The Player, an adaptation of 
his novel by tire same name. The', 
movie, from New Line Cinema, is ■% 
a biting satire on Hollywood. ~ - 
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Woman aged 101 
plans to learn 
Spanish 


GENEVA (AP) — Fanny Lips 
celebrated her 101st birthday by 
announcing she wants to learn a 
new language — Spanish. Ms. 
Lips, one of the first Swiss 
women to attend university early 
in this century, took up the hobby 
of learning languages at age 70 
once she retired as a German 
teacher to French speaking Gene- 
va young people. Since then she 
has learned Russian, Chinese and 
Sanskrit. She has been studying 
Hebrew since she turned 100. 
“She has an excellent memop> 
and still reads a great deal," said 
the Red Cross nurse who looks in 
daily on Ms. Lips in her Geneva 
apartment, where she lives alone 
with a lot of books but no radio or 
TV. 


Mel Gibson defends 4 
his violent films 


LONDON (AP) — Actor Mel 
Gibson defended the violence in 
the action packed movies that 
helped make him a star. “I don't 
believe they did promote vio- 
lence, I think they mirror what 
they see in society,” said the 37 
year old Australian. “The world 
has always been a fairly barbaric 
place and it’s simply a reaction 
that’s trying to emulate what it 
sees in society,” he said. Gibson, 
star of Lethal Weapon and the 
Mad Max movies, told BBC 
Radio that some films overstep- 
ped the mark. "They’re too gra- 
tuitous. I don’t believe that Tve 
been involved in one that does go 
too far and I feel completely 
proud of my heritage and my past 
works,” be said. Gibson is in 
Britain to promote his new 
movie. Forever Young. 
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Supreme court lets 
stand limitation on 
salvagers’ claim 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Supreme- Court, steering 
dear of a billion dollar contest 
over sunken gold, let stand a 
ruling that the ancient rule of 
“finders, keepers” does not apply 
to long-lost shipwrecks. The jus- 
tices, without comment, refused 
to review a federal appeals court 
ruling that could force the salva- 
gers who found the S.S. Central 
America 130 years after it sank fo 
snare the booty. The centra) 
America sank m the Atlantic 
Ocean about 290 kilometres east 
of Charleston S.C., in 1857. It is 
one of . the most finwftiw ship- 
wrecks in American history. The 
ship went down in a hurricane 
write traveling from Panama to 
New York. Only 153 of its 5» 
passengers were saved. The Cen- 
tral America was carrying an esti- 
mated S2 million worth of Cafr 
forma gold — now worth an 
estimated $1 billion. An Ohio 
syndicate, the Columbus Amet- 
*** Group, located the 

stop 8,000 feet (2,500 metres) 
odow the ocean's surface in 1987 
mid began salvaging the gold. A 
federal judge in wrgima ruled 
tbat the syndicate owned the tree- 
sore, but a three judge panel of 
4th U.S. Circuit doit of 
Appeals threw out that ruling by 
a 2-1 vote last Aug ust. The panel 
»id the judge wrongly applied 
the maritime “Law Of Finds” 
after concluding that the Central 
A™ 6 ** had been abandoned 
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